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BOARD MEETING   

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday Nov. 30th  

10:00 am 

We Have Donuts 

 

Presidents Message 

 

The phone rang the other day. I picked it up and the voice on the other end of the 

line said “Your engine runs great!” 

If you’ve been following the ups and downs of my engine overhaul adventure 

over the last several months, you’ll appreciate how good it feels to hear those 

words. The overhaul project is complete, the annual is done, and it’s ready to 

pick up. I feel like a kid with a pile of presents on my birthday. Everything under 

the engine cowling is clean and shiny, the logbook says “0 SMOH”, life is good. 

I can’t wait to fly her! 

And at the same time, reality sets in. I haven’t flown since I dropped the airplane 

off for the annual on May 31. And there are the details of the engine break-in 

procedures. I’m nervous. I’m stepping into what is, for me, unknown territory. 

And it needs to be done right the first time for the long-term health of the engine.  

In my time in GA, I’ve come to honestly relish when this feeling comes along, 

when confidence in my skill and ability goes head to head with serious doubt 

about the task at hand, wondering if those same skills and abilities are sufficient.  

Have I “got game” or am I kidding myself? This is exactly where the FAA’s 

“Aeronautical Decision Making” publications go hand in hand with a little soul 

searching.  

The break-in procedure is fairly specific and straight forward. Hour 1: high pow-

er setting, monitor temperatures, stay within gliding distance of the runway, stay 

above the traffic pattern. Hours 2 – 25: vary the power setting every 15 minutes 

between 65% - 75%, monitor temperatures.  

Ok, that’s not too bad. Now I add in that pesky detail of not flying for five 

months. Things become a bit more involved: getting familiar with the airplane 

again, paying attention to the basics, watching the airport environment, listening 

to SoCal Approach. And, yes, being a test pilot. 

For me, this time around, the smart money says to get together with the right 

CFI.  Stay tuned, I’ll let you know how it goes. 

 

Tim Cashin, President 

 

  

Nov. Dinner Meeting 

Sunday, Nov. 17th 

Lulu’s 

 

6:00—Schmoozing 

6:30—Dinner 

7:30 —Program 

 

Unfortunately, we don’t 

yet know who the 

speaker will be, but our 

speaker chair promises it 

will be interesting. 

 

Also, the November 

meeting is election time, 

and nominations will be 

accepted from the floor. 

Volunteers are needed for 

more than just the 

elected officers, so come 

on out and pitch in. 

 

RSVP on Line  

 

YIPPEE! 

CONGRATS!!!! 
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SANTA YNEZ FLY-IN—MARV RIFKIN 

It started off by leaving Van Nuys Airport with planes landing to the North and taking off to the South because of 

the TFR in the North Valley. There was smoke in the air as we left and headed toward Santa Ynez. The flight was 

smooth as could be with not even a bump to get our attention. Beautiful weather was waiting for us to enjoy as Dan 

and Lorraine Simansky, Cliff Busick, Richard Franco, Nabih Balady and his friend Joy,  plus Tony Samojen and I 

gathered in the FBO to be transported to the Chumash Casino in a large party bus without the usual drinks you 

might have expected. 

Once at the casino we gathered in the café for what the Airventurers do second best (beside flying), eat. Lots of con-

versation and food ensued. After everyone was happily satiated we proceeded to check out the Casino. Look at all 

those people making a small fortune. Of course they started out with a large fortune. Lorraine Simansky was our 

designated gambler and she went home a winner, $1.00 ahead.  

Once again limos were provided for our return to the airport, I could get used to that.  After another great flight with 

my designated volunteer pilot, Dan Simansky, we approached Van Nuys Airport with instructions to land on 34 left 

with an 11 knots tailwind. I heard Dan make some remark about that but it did not stop him from making a terrific 

landing. I could not have done better myself. We had a great time. Look forward to seeing more of you at the next 

event. 

 



3 

 



4 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y       Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

4/18 LaPook Eisenberg Y                               Y  

5/18 Murthy Eisenberg Y                                Y       Y                     Y 

5/18 Baines Eisenberg Y                                Y       Y 

9/18 Frankel Eisenberg Y                                 Y  

2/17 Cavallaro  Y                                 Y 

 

HARRIS RANCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join the Airventurers for lunch at Harris Ranch at noon on 

Saturday, November 9th.   

Reservations are needed please. RSVP to Jerry Abramson at 

jeabrr@hotmail.com or (805) 990-3285.  Hope to see you there !!! 

mailto:jeabrr@hotmail.com
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OFF-AIRPORT LANDINGS – Bob Nardiello, Pilot Workshops 

 

Four elements are paramount in selecting suitable off-airport landing spots: wind direction, length, surface condition 

and obstacles. 

 

Wind direction is important since it is desirable to land into the wind to minimize groundspeed. Smoke or steam emis-

sions from smokestacks can be useful in determining the surface wind direction as well as speed. A good preflight 

weather briefing for your route of flight will also give you important information about surface winds along the way. 

Wind will also impact your descent, and some fields that may seem close enough may in fact not be, due to winds 

aloft. Make sure to factor the wind direction aloft into your landing choice to ensure you can make your desired field. 

 

Length of an off-airport landing area is important in order to minimize the possibility of an overrun. 

 

Regarding surface conditions, a runway or paved surface is most desirable with a level, mowed grass field being next. 

If a farm or plowed field is the only option, land in the same direction as the furrows. Avoid landing downhill. On 

hilly terrain, landing across the slope or uphill is preferable. 

 

Obstacles can be deadly, especially large boulders or other objects or obstructions such as fences which could cause 

sudden stoppages, along with power lines or wires strung across the area. 

 

If you’re flying a single-engine airplane, the best way to 

ensure the availability of suitable off-airport landing spots 

is to structure your route to avoid flight over mountainous 

terrain, heavily forested areas or large bodies of water 

where possible. These are hostile environments for emer-

gency landings and complicate search and rescue efforts. If 

you need to fly over such areas, fly as high as possible to 

improve your glide range and off-field landing options. 

 

Landing on a highway often presents a hostile environment 

due to traffic, wires, bridges, etc. A lonely country road 

might be OK if there are no people or power lines visible, 

but busy highways should be avoided. 

 

For travel over unfamiliar area, a combination of Google 

Earth and Foreflight notations can provide you with a se-

ries of pre-planned landing spots within gliding distance of 

your cruise altitude at any point along the route. Adding 

this to your pre-flight planning, especially when flying at 

night, can add a level of security.  

Lee Schulman, ex-Airventurer for 

many years, has gone west. Our 

condolences to his family. 
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2020 FLY-INS 

As you all know, a meeting was held a week or so ago to discuss activities for 2020. The list below is what we 

came up with—it is not carved in stone,  and if any of you know or have heard of interesting places not on this 

list, we would love to hear about them. We have tried to balance short, one-day or lunch fly-ins with longer 

ones, so there should be something of interest for everyone. And don’t forget; every fly-in needs a host and 

some need a co-host as well. Please think about volunteering. It’s a very rewarding experience. 

Jan. 18, 19 Laughlin/Oatman Eisenberg & Franco 

Feb. (Friday) Mojave for a tour & lunch  

Mar. Gillespie & trolley or Montgomery for whale watching  

April Lunch at Harris Ranch, French Valley, Porterville, Chino, 

Bakersfield or El Monte 

 

May New Mexico  Spaceport Samojen & Busick 

June Same as April or a 1 night trip  

July 25,26 Gilroy Garlic Festival Simanskys 

Aug. Picnic  

Sept. St. George, UT, 2 nights,  museum, theater Rifkin 

Oct. 25,26 Balloon Festival Taos? Havasu?  

Nov. Cottonwood, Jerome, Train  

Dec. Holiday Party  
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IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

November  

17 Dinner Meeting & elections 

9 or 16 Lunch at Harris Ranch 

30 Board Meeting 

December  

1 Holiday Party 

28 Board Meeting 

  

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS 

Pres. Tim Cashin 

V. Pres. Jerry Abramson 

Secy. Toni Scharff 

Treas. Judy Rifkin 

Fly-Ins Cliff Busick 

 HOLIDAY 
PARTY 
SUNDAY 

DEC. 1ST 

INVITATIONS 
have gone 

out 

rsvp 

asap 
A LITTLE HUMOR 

 

 

 


