Official Publication of Airventurers, a Non-Profit Pilot’s Association

Presidents Message
A couple of things happened over the last few weeks that got me thinking.
First, we had planned a quick trip to Montana over the Memorial Day weekend. It was supposed to be something of a quick cargo run, getting a few lightweight, but bulky items we have in Santa Monica to the house up north in Bozeman. The weather along the Montana-Idaho border wasn’t cooperating and
we cancelled the trip. Then watching the weather from sunny SoCal, we made
the right call.
Next, I had the opportunity to attend a meeting of the Los Angeles chapter of
the 99’s. This is an interesting group, tracing its roots back to 1929 and the
start of the first Women’s Air Derby. The current group has a few “senior”
members and a lot of young, enthusiastic women who are either student pilots
or fairly new private pilots. All in all, they are delightful group.
The speaker for the evening talked about flying a twin Comanche across the
Atlantic in 1968. She had some really terrific stories about the trip, ranging
from hours of boredom to varying degrees of excitement when the unexpected
happened, to being greeted as a hero on arrival in Germany.
Now while most of us don’t do ocean crossings, Airventurers do our shared of
long-ish trips. And, if I may say so, we’re pretty good at it. From the logistics
for the entire group, to the planning and flying each pilot does during these adventures, to making the wise no-go call when needed, we have a long history
of doing long GA trips well.
I started to consider all the details of what we do, and how it might be presented to a group of low time pilots like the 99’s. The list got long very quickly.
And grew. And grew some more. With experience, we all tend to take a lot of
the details in stride, incorporate them into our own procedure. To a freshly
certificated private pilot, it could seem intimidating. If I can figure out how
boil it down and still keep it interesting, I’ll let you know.
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June Dinner Meeting
Sunday, June 23rd
Lulu’s
6:00—Schmoozing
6:30—Dinner
7:30 —Program
The speaker tonight is
Robert Ham,
a 3 time Emmy winner
and 3 time Military
Videographer of the year.
He is currently
developing a feature
documentary and will
share with us his
inspiring storytelling
RESERVE AT
AIRVENTURERS.ORG
or
mrifkin397@aol.com

When I put this all together, here’s what I get: we do some cool stuff with our
airplanes. We do it safely. We do it well.
Let’s tell people
Tim Cashin, President

BOARD MEETING
Signature Aviation, VNY
Saturday June 29th
10:00 am
We Have Donuts
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GRAND CANYON FLY-IN—Cliff Busick hosted this all-inclusive weekend at the Grand Canyon
and a good time was had by all! The flying weather was great and everyone found Williams, our
destination airport. We got there early enough so that we could grab a bite of lunch and explore the
town along the famous Route 66. After a very happy hour in the hotel bar, we had dinner in the onsite restaurant (all you could eat buffet) and most retired early because there was an early gun fight
and train departure. The train only goes about 40 mph, so it took quite a while to get to the Canyon,
where we had lunch before the bus tour around to different viewing spots. We had a short time to
explore on our own before getting back on the train for the trip back to Williams. The train didn’t go
any faster down hill than it did up hill, but there was some entertainment, including a train robbery,
And hey, Airventurers always have a good time. We made it back to the hotel just in time for another happy hour. Dinner that night and breakfast the next morning were a repeat, so we didn’t need
any transportation other than our feet. Thanks for a super time, Cliff. The check is in the mail.
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https://www.airventurers.org/

SATURDAY, August 10th
10:00— 3:00
This is an all-you-can-eat extravaganza. Bring your
kids, grand-kids, friends and dogs! Everybody’s welcome as long as you RSVP, and it’s FREE!
Tony Samojan is running this, and he’s doing things
a bit differently this year. THE PICNIC WILL BE
CATERED by the Stonefire Grill, so YOU MUST

RSVP!
RSVP at Airventurers.org or to mrifkin397@aol.com
More later on food choices.
AND DID I MENTION THAT IT’S FREE?
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Too bad for you if you missed the May dinner meeting! The speaker, Mike Machat, is
clearly a man who loved his work. While less
than perfect eyesight prevented him from flying the planes, he got to ride in a ton of them
for the Air Force, Navy and McDonnell
Douglas. He even got to fly with the Blue
Angels. His presentation was entertaining and
flawless, and his art is beautiful. Mike is
presently associated with the Museum of Flying at Santa Monica Airport where he is a
docent, and he invited all of us to visit. Some
of his work is below:

AIRLINE HUMOR

Congratulations to Lisa Legaspi on
receiving her Ed. D in Organizational Leadership. (with a 4.0
average)

From the pilot during his welcome message: "Southwest is
pleased to have some of the best flight attendants in the industry. Unfortunately, none of them are on this flight!"
From a Southwest Airlines employee: "Welcome aboard
Southwest Flight 245 to Tampa. To operate your seat belt, insert the metal tab into the buckle, and pull tight. It works just
like every other seat belt; and, if you don't know how to operate one, you probably shouldn't be out in public unsupervised."

IMPORTANT DATES IN…
June
15

Visit to Seibolds

23

Dinner Meeting

"In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, masks will
descend from the ceiling. Stop screaming, grab the mask, and
pull it over your face. If you have a small child traveling with
you, secure your mask before assisting with theirs. If you are
traveling with more than one small child, pick your favorite."

29

Board Meeting

"Weather at our destination is 50 degrees with some broken
clouds, but we'll try to have them fixed before we arrive.

August
10

Club Picnic

"Your seat cushions can be used for flotation; and, in the event
of an emergency water landing, please paddle to shore and
take them with our compliments."
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31

Board Meeting

July
21

Lunch at Oceano

27

Board Meeting

