
  

 

 

 

Official Publication of Airventurers, a Non-Profit Pilot’s Association                      Volume 61,  No. 7, July 2019 

BOARD MEETING   

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday July 27th  

10:00 am 

We Have Donuts 

 

Presidents Message 

I did my homework. I did all the due diligence, dotted the i’s and crossed the t’s. I knew it was a possibility, but I did-

n’t think it would happen to me. But it did. 

I dropped the airplane off for the annual. A few days later the phone rang. One cylinder was below minimums and had 

to be replaced. Ok, no problem, ordinary wear and tear. It will cost X dollars. Thanks for letting me know. 

Let me take a moment for a little background. Debonair 196MN came off the assembly line in 1967 and went straight 

to Austria where it spent most of its life, and where it had its most recent overhaul in 1999. Owner #2 found it there 

with low engine time, and he shipped it back to the U.S. and it was based in Long Beach. We got it three years ago 

with 600 hours on the engine and we’re flying about 100 a year. Right now, we’re about halfway to TBO. Expecta-

tions were that things looked good going forward. 

The next day, the phone rings again. “Hey, Kurt! What’s up?” I ask. “Nothing good” he said. After removing the bad 

cylinder, he found they had used the wrong lifters when rebuilding the engine in Austria. The part numbers on the lift-

ers did not match the required part numbers in the service manual. The “worst case” scenario is to look at all of the 

lifters in all of the cylinders and replace where needed will be X bucks. Ok, let’s go ahead. We’re both wondering 

what might show up next. 

Later that day, something did show up and it was like getting hit in the head with a baseball bat. Cutting right to the 

chase, he found evidence indicating all cylinders are no longer airworthy. The worst possible news: major engine 

work (a top overhaul, a complete overhaul, a factory remanufactured engine, or a factory new engine) will be re-

quired. Bat hits skull. 

It took a few days for the shock to wear off, then I got busy looking at all the options and costs. I talked with a bunch 

of A&P’s and a handful of I/A’s, all of whom I’ve known for a long time and respect. Here what I know so far: 

 Ask a half dozen experts for their opinion, be ready for a half dozen answers. If a few of them are close to 

agreeing, that’s a good sign. 

 When providing an estimate, some shops will quote something like “base price + on-condition”,  while others 

say to plan for the maximum price of $X but it will very likely be less. 

 Stay diligent. There is some value in most all the opinions offered. Weigh them all carefully. 

 

This is, at the very least, an interesting and engaging learning experience. At this point, I know where the work will 

get done. Right now, the current plan is for a factory re-man engine, but a little more research is needed before we pull 

the trigger. 

Best of all, the feeling of getting hit over the head with a baseball bat has gone  

away. Mostly. 

 

Tim Cashin, President 
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  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y       Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

4/18 LaPook Eisenberg Y                               Y  

5/18 Balady Savage Y                               Y       Y   

5/18 Murthy Eisenberg Y                                Y       Y                     Y 

5/18 Baines Eisenberg Y                                Y       Y 

9/18 Frankel Eisenberg Y                                 Y  

2/17 Cavallaro  Y                                 Y 

PORTERVILLE’S ZALUD HOUSE 

For a “spur of the moment” trip, this was a good one. Long time Airventurers Gunter Siebold and Wally Krause 

hosted a one-day fly-in to an interesting 1890’s home in Porterville: The Zalud House. The morning began with a 

wide-spread marine layer covering most of the 

SoCal region. The low clouds lingered, and 

some made the smart call to stay on the ground. 

Gunter and his son Peter met us at KPTV and 

we headed into town. Zalud House is now a mu-

seum owned by the city of Porterville and is 

recognized as a National Historical Landmark. 

It’s staffed and maintained by volunteers and 

funded, in part, by donations from visitors. If 

you’re interested in antiques or “turn of the cen-

tury” (that’s the 19th century), this is your kind 

of place! The house was built in 1891. It was 

occupied only by the Zalud family (rhymes with 

“salad”), and it is one of the few museums in 

the country that is furnished with the belongings 

of the original family. The building itself has 

design features that were far ahead of its time, 

including double brick wall construction (about 

a 1’ air space) for insulation from San Joaquin 

Valley weather. 

Following the tour, Wally and Gunter hosted 

everyone with a wonderful lunch at their home. 

Chef Wally created a delicious feast and intro-

duced us to some of their long-time friends, and 

Gunter took a few interested folks on a tour of 

his orange orchard with a quick tutorial of the 

fruit growing business. An interesting destina-

tion, good people and another good event! 

Thank you, Wally and Gunter, and everyone 

who attended! 
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1 

SPOT 
LEFT 
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 WHY ASK WHY? Excerpted from Pilotsafety.org 

 

It’s often said the most underutilized words in the pilot/controller lexicon are “Unable” and “Say Again”. Sometimes, 

it’s critically important to get your point across, clear up a misunderstanding and get clarification in the most expedi-

tious way possible, and other times, the issue is a bit more subtle but just as important. 

 

The pilot was departing from one airport and destined for another some 50 miles away, and across about three sepa-

rate ATC sectors. The weather was good VMC, but he wanted to fly IFR just for the practice. He obtained a Tower 

Enroute Control and was soon on his way, cleared via the expected route and 6000 feet (higher than the normal 4000 

published for the route). As he was climbing through 4700, the pilot was instructed to maintain 4500MSL for traffic, 

which he acknowledged and did, and got some additional vectors. 

 

Soon, he was transferred to the next ATC sector, and then another one, and dutifully checked in each time level at 

4500. One of the controllers instructed the pilot to “resume own navigation” (normally, an IFR pilot should expect a 

heading to intercept an airway or to a fix before resuming). The final controller eventually told him “Practice ap-

proach approved, no separation services provided.” The pilot responded with, “I guess I’ll cancel IFR then”, which 

probably surprised the hell out of the controller. 

 

This event illustrates a couple human factors mistakes, and offers a chance to review some best practices that we all 

might consider bringing into our technique.  

 

The first controller issued a bit of an unusual altitude to the pilot, which was modified to an even more unusual alti-

tude. While it’s not normal to be assigned an altitude above the MEA like that, neither is it out of the question. In this 

case, conflicting traffic necessitated the change, and the controller probably intended to instruct the pilot to descend 

and maintain 4000 once he was clear of the conflict. On the pilot’s part, he received a clear reason for the different 

altitude, and it made perfect sense.  

 

Next, control was moved to the next ATC sector, where the pilot checked in “Level at 4500”. The previous two air-

planes in the same area were both at 4500 and under VFR, so the presence of a third probably didn’t seem unusual, 

and no questions were asked. 

 

Eventually, control was issued to the final controller, and the approach request was made. We all know from experi-

ence that if the request is made to that second controller, word often doesn’t get passed to the final, and it often seems 

like a surprise. He might have had a little Confirmation Bias here, expecting that any aircraft at 4500 clearly had to be 

VFR. 

 

So, what lessons can we learn? What can we do to reduce confusion like this and help our teammates out on the other 

end of the radio? Perhaps an earlier communication with ATC, at almost any point on this flight, raising the question. 

Something along the lines of, “Hey, ATC, I was cleared to 4500 for traffic; do you still need that?” Or, “When can I 

expect to go back to 4000?” Or maybe reminding each sector that you’re “IFR, level at 4500.” 

 

Remember that we’re all human. Our Air Traffic Controllers are excellent; they take immense pride in accurately and 

safely providing the services they provide us, and they do so without problems so much of the time that it may be hard 

to remember that mistakes will occur. They’re not perfect. But, it’s your keister strapped to that aerospace vehicle. If 

at any time, something seems unusual, or you don’t know why something is happening, don’t be afraid to ask the 

question. Don’t let any confusion remain in the operation, even if it’s not on your part, but you think the controller 

might be confused. Poke the controller for clarification or resolution. It’s possible that he or she might have just for-

gotten that he’d asked you to do something weird. 

 

Fly Safe! Have Fun! Fly More! 

 

Mike Jesch, ATP, Master CFI 
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NO FUSS 

NO RESERVATIONS 

JUST SHOW UP 

                     July 20th 

                    12:00 noon 

                        Old Juan’s Cantina 

      649 Pier Ave., Oceano 
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SATURDAY, August 10th 

11:00 — 3:00 

This is an all-you-can-eat extravaganza.  Bring your 

kids, grand-kids, friends and dogs! Everybody’s wel-

come as long as you RSVP, and it’s FREE! 

Tony Samojan is running this, and he doesn’t skimp. 

THE PICNIC WILL BE CATERED by the 

STONEFIRE GRILL, so YOU MUST                     

RSVP 

RSVP at Airventurers.org or to  

mrifkin397@aol.com 

AND DID I MENTION THAT IT’S FREE? 
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IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

July  

20 Lunch at Oceano 

27 Board Meeting 

August  

10 Club Picnic 

31 Board Meeting 

September  

6 Yellowstone 

14 Fiesta 

28 Board Meeting 

 

Airventurers wish Joan McMullen a 

speedy recovery from recent knee sur-

gery. 

HUMOR 

ROSTER CORRECTION: 

The correct phone number for Mark Cheer is  

661-593-0942 

JUNE DINNER MEETING—Robert Ham, distin-

guished ex-military videographer, treated us to an in-

teresting program at the June dinner meeting. Speak-

ing without notes, he told  of his experiences in a war 

zone and showed three of his short films. See some of 

his work at: 

https://vimeo.com/103874456  

and you’ll understand why he is a 3-time EMMY 

winner and a 3-time DOD Military Videographer of 

the Year winner. 

And ladies, it didn’t hurt that he is very easy on the 

eyes. 


