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NO DINNER MEETING 

in 

JULY OR AUGUST 
 

BUT... 
 

Our Annual Club Picnic 

Is Saturday, July 21st 

Freedom Park 

CMA 

and it’s 

FREE 

all we ask is that you make a 

reservation—do it RIGHT 

NOW! 

 

RESERVE AT  

AIRVENTURERS.ORG or 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

   

The August Fly-In to  

Confusion Hill is a 

sell-out, but  the 

Simanskys are keeping a 

stand-by list, so give them a 

call in case there’s a  

cancellation 

BOARD MEETING   

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday July 28th 

10:00 am 

We Have Donuts 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

From a flying and aviation perspective, June was one of the most interesting 

months I’ve had in a while. We spent most of the month in our home town of 

Bozeman, MT.  Here’s a quick rundown: 

We had some upgrades and annual done for the Debonair by one of the nicest 

A&P’s around, made a fast and easy northbound trip, went to the AOPA event 

in Missoula (always worth attending) with up-close and personal STOL demos 

and a water drop from an aerial tanker along with some interesting presenta-

tions, met people from all around the northwest (and even friends from Santa 

Monica), flew multiple short trips around Big Sky country seeing family, got to-

gether with our 182 partner who just retired from the airlines after 33 years, saw 

lots of friends from all over the state (some whom we haven’t seen for 30+ 

years), saw more family (four generations) at a nephew’s wedding, got together 

with friends of 40+ years taking a Rusty Pilots seminar, and on the return trip 

worked with ATC over Idaho about reports of an ELT signal and heard pilots 

over southwestern Utah reporting small but rapidly growing wildfires to Salt 

Lake Center. 

The trip was beautiful. On the last leg of the trip north from Salt Lake, the land-

scape was green due the recent rain and snowy winter. There are few things 

more spectacular than flying past the Grand Tetons at 11,500. It’s a truly amaz-

ing sight, right out the window, almost close enough to touch. And our Debo-

nair is fun and a very capable airplane for our type of flying.  

As fun as it is in the left seat, as fulfilling as flying is, it’s the people and the re-

lationships that really shine. Re-connecting with friends we’ve known for dec-

ades, the random conversations on the ramp at some small-town airport where it 

turns out you know some of the same people, or pilots and ATC coming togeth-

er to help, these are just a few examples of the life blood of this flying thing.  

What a privilege to be a part of it all.  

Tim Cashin 

President 

Tim Cashin, President 

 

HAPPY
 4TH 
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  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y                              Y       Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y      Y                       Y                               Y 

3/18 Schmitt  Y                                Y  

4/18 LaPook Eisenberg Y                                Y  

2018 CALENDAR 
 DINNER BOARD FLY-IN 

DATE 

DESTINATION HOST 

JULY NONE 28 21st Club Picnic Samojen 

AUG NONE 18 25th Confusion Hill, Ukiah Simansky 

SEPT 8 29 14th-16th VNY  Prop No Host 

OCT 21 27  Prescott, AZ Klenner 

NOV 18 24  China Lake Rainey 

DEC 1 29  Holiday Party       Stewart 

PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ADD TO YOUR ROSTER:  

Gary LaPook, 11830 Courtney Ln, Moorpark 93021. (H) 805-529-5621 and (C) 805-660-0616. N74218 is an AA5B 

based at CMA. Ratings include ATP, CFII. And CFIM. Gary started his aviation career by jumping out of airplanes, 

then went on to fly cargo and the P135 commuters in the Midwest. He then went to law school and started practicing 

aviation litigation in 1989, defending pilots, flight schools and manufacturers. He taught aviation law at Embry Riddle 

and is still teaching a primary student.  

Nabih Balady, 21756 Don Gee Ct., Santa Clarita 91350. (H) 661-297-5559 and (C) 661-313-4418.  Nabih flies a     C

-172RG, N5537R based at WHP, and has his IFR. Nabih came to the U.S. from Egypt in 1970 and got degrees in 

chemistry and electrical engineering from CalStateLA. He got his private in 2000 and now has 1600 hours as PIC.  

Michael Klein and Carol Barring, 4126 Cachalote St, Woodland Hills 91364. (H) 818-227-8079 (W) 818-308-3881      

(C) 818-601-4918, michaellklein@yahoo.com. Michael learned to fly with Air Explorers at VNY and got his PVT at 

18. Then college, marriage, family and work got in the way so flying took a back seat for 40 years. Michael flies with 

the 8 Ball club and has a taildragger endorsement. He has completed the EMT course and the aerobatics course at CP 

Aviation.  

Raghu Murthy and Grace Ting, 1530 Kensington Rd., San Marino 91108. (H) 626-905-1595 (W) 310-275-4949    

(C) 310-770-6822, murthyretina@yahoo.com. Raghu flies a Cirrus SR 22T GTS, N495RM and is based at VNY.   He 

has his PVT and is working on his IFR, and has 300+ hours. He and his wife Grace are both physicians, they have 3 

kids and love visiting all parts of CA and the southwest, especially the National Parks.    

Kevin H. Baines, 457 S. Marengo Ave. #21, Pasadena 91101 (H)(W)(C) 818-879-3502, blueskies4321@yahoo.com 

Kevin is a planetary scientist and FAA CFI with a ton of ratings. He flies a Cirrus SR 22 based at San Gabriel Valley 

Airport. I’d tell you more, but I really can’t read his writing. 
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 FOR SALE—from the estate of Dave Milgrom (dec'd) 

and long-time club member, this beautiful lithograph by 

Stan Cline. It is double-matted, in excellent condition with 

no scratches or pits in the glass. The print is clean, colors 

are bright, crisp and clear. It is 18” x 24” and the frame is 

26” x 32”, signed and dated in 1987. One owner; non-

smoking home. If interested, contact Dave’s daughter at 

mejmarie@yahoo.com. They are asking $200 but may be 

open to an offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

KARTCHNER FLY-IN     Wow! A flight to Benson, Arizona on Friday, 6/8/18! Only 3 aircraft flew in: hosts, 

Cliff Busick & Rich Franco; Dan & Lorraine Simansky; & Henry Punt.  

We drove our free courtesy van to the Best Western Hotel & checked in. Dinner was BBQ & a little “sauce”. And a 

nice swim by some! 

Saturday morning, we met for our included breakfast and then drove the 19 miles to the world renowned Kartchner 

Caverns Arizona State Park. We had time for a light lunch before our exciting tour of the majestic 72* caverns.   

We returned to our hotel, freshened up, some went swimming and some napped. Our cocktail party was outside at the 

tables set up in front of our rooms. We finished our BBQ & ate pizza for dinner with plenty of “sauce” once more. 

We were then treated to ice cream at the Benson ice cream parlor, no holds barred, by our fly-in hosts. 

Sunday morning we gathered in the hotel breakfast room for a complete hot breakfast. We loaded into our van for our 

ride back to E95. We only had to pay $4.11 a gallon for our fuel, thanks to Roy Jones, airport manager. What a host 

he was! He made us feel very welcome during our (free tie down) stay.   

Great flight! Good flying weather for our trip home! 
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SATURDAY, July 21st 

10:00— 3:00 

FREEDOM PARK at CMA 

This is an all-you-can-eat extravaganza for all who 

RSVP! Bring your kids, grand-kids, friends and 

dogs! Everybody’s welcome as long as you RSVP, 

and it’s FREE! 

Tony Samojan is running this, and he’s doing things 

a bit differently this year. THE PICNIC WILL BE 

CATERED by the Stonefire Grill, so YOU MUST 

RSVP! 

RSVP at Airventurers.org or to mrifkin397@aol.com 

Munchies, Chicken, Tri-Tip, Salads, Sides, Pizza 

AND DID I MENTION THAT IT’S FREE? 

Flying in? Park at the Waypoint and call 

805-218-1718 for pick-up. 
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FULL—BUT 

STARTING A 

STAND-BY LIST 
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TACOS 
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 A LITTLE HUMOR 

 
A good simulator check ride is like successful surgery on a 

corpse.  

A check ride ought to be like a skirt, short enough to be 

interesting but still be long enough to cover everything.  

No matter what else happens, fly the airplane. Forget all that 

stuff about thrust and drag, lift and gravity; an airplane flies 

because of money.  

Speed is life, altitude is life insurance. No one has ever 

collided with the sky.  

The probability of survival is equal to the angle of 

arrival.  

Those who hoot with the owls by night, should not fly with 

the eagles by day.  

Pilots believe in clean living. They never drink whiskey 

from a dirty glass  

Asking what a pilot thinks about the FAA is like asking a 

dog what it thinks about trees.  

An airplane may disappoint a good pilot, but it won't 

surprise him.  

      

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

July  

21 Club picnic 

28 Board Meeting 

August  

18 Board Meeting 

25 Confusion Hill 

September  

8 Fiesta Dinner Meeting 

14-16 VNY Prop 

29 Board Meeting 

 Nothing to Report—— 

 

A real pleasure! 

Veep Cliff Busick presenting Gary Lapook with his 

second certificate of appreciation, this time for his talk 

about Amelia Earhart's last flight. 


