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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Right up front, I want to be clear; I’m not a CFI. And since this is the L.A. area,
I’m obligated to say I don’t play one on TV. With that in mind, I want to say a
few things about currency and proficiency, but from a personal perspective.

When I don’t fly for a while, maybe a month or more, it pretty clear a thin layer
of rust has started to set in. There might be an unfamiliar hint of nerves, maybe
just a little trepidation as I pull into the airport. Even more rarely, I’ve had second
thoughts about even flying that day, certain that I’m not bringing my “A game”.

But there’s an upside to days like that. Whether intentional or not, pre-flight seem
to take a little longer, a little less rushed, a little more thorough. Going through
flows and checklists is a little more deliberate, more certain. Take-off, climb,
cruise, maneuvers, all start feeling good, solid, competent, confident … all the
while paying just a little more attention to each detail.

The opposite end of the spectrum? It’s when I have the chance to fly a few days a
week. Good weather, daylight saving time, fly on the weekends and a couple of
days after work. What’s the problem?

Those deliberate steps, taking a little more time, being a bit more certain gives
way to something else. I don’t think I’m taking any shortcuts, but the time it takes
less time to do the same steps. It makes me wonder: even with flows and checklist, am I missing something? Am I somehow kidding myself? Am I taking things
for granted? Maybe. Slowing down slightly, ensuring all the ‘i’s are dotted and
‘t’s are crossed. The process starts to get more finely tuned, complete and thorough without being in a hurry.

This is just one examples from my own flying where I find it crystal clear: things
change depending on how current I am. I’m not being a CFI so I won’t tell others
what they should or should not do in the left seat. But I find it worthwhile to be
on the lookout for opportunities to up my game. There’s always something to improve.

Tim Cashin, President
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DINNER MEETING
Sunday, Feb. 18th

Lulu’s
6:00 Socializing
6:30 Dinner
7:00 Speaker
Our distinguished speaker is
aviation attorney

Gary LaPook,
who specializes in aircraft
crash cases
He will speak about the John
Denver lawsuit and other interesting cases. He is also a
pilot and has a
Grumman at CMA
RESERVE AT
AIRVENTURERS.ORG or
mrifkin397@aol.com
If you can’t join us for
dinner, feel free to come
and enjoy the speaker.
(car-pool if you can)

BOARD MEETING
Signature Aviation, VNY
Saturday February 24th
10:00 am
We Have Donuts
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2018 CALENDAR
DINNER

BOARD

FLY-IN
DATE

DESTINATION

HOST

JAN

14

27

18th-21st

Grand Canyon Mule Ride

Kirschner

FEB

18

24

10

Ramona Wine Tasting

Cashin

MAR

11

24

16-18th

Puerto Penasco, Mexico

Samojen

APR

15

28

Poker Run

Savage/Cheer

MAY

20

26

Columbia

Eisenberg

JUNE

10

30

Benson, AZ

Busick

JULY

NONE

28

Club Picnic

AUG

NONE

25

SEPT

15

OCT

Confusion Hill, Ukiah

Simansky

29

Sacramento

Samojen

21

27

Prescott, AZ

Klenner

NOV

18

24

China Lake

Rainey

DEC

1

29

Holiday Party

18th-19th

Unfortunately, the January fly-in to ride the mules down into the Grand Canyon got weathered out...it will be re-scheduled for later in the year. But if you want to see pictures of past flyins, take a look at https://www.airventurers.org/photo-galleries/

FYI—Tony and Elaine Albany have moved to Scottsdale, AZ but THEY ARE STILL CLUB MEMBERS IN
GOOD STANDING. Please make a note of their new contact info. 39832 N. 112th St, Scottsdale, AZ 85262,
talbany38@gmail.com

Ramona Valley Boutique Wineries
February 10th-11th (1 night)
February’s fly-in will be to KRNM to visit several of the boutique wineries in the Ramona Valley. The vineyards on the list are small, award-winning operations where they
sell their wines exclusively through their
on-site tasting rooms.
If weather becomes a problem, this is an easy drive.
The tour itself is being provided by Wine Xplorer Tours of San Diego. They will provide all transportation, snacks or lunch at the winery stops, and drop us off at the hotel.
They will also return us to the Ramona airport Sunday morning.
The wineries include Chuparosa Vineyards, La Finquita Winery & Vineyard, and
Vineyard Grant James.
Schedule:
10:30

Depart Ramona airport

11:00—12:15

Chuparosa vineyards—selection of Italian meats, cheeses and bread to accompany the wines

12:30—1:45

La Finquita Winery & Vineyard—a chef from Antica Trattoria in San Diego will do appetizers
and lunch

2:00—3:30

Vineyard Grant James— a selection of chocolates, dry fruits and biscotti will be served

4:30

Arrive at the hotel
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Departure time from the hotel to the Ramona airport on Sunday is TBD

$420/Couple, $270/Single or $432.85/Couple, $278.37/Single with CC
(Note: This may not be the final price. Hotel rooms have been reserved, however the rate is subject to change.)

Tim Cashin
310-450-2633 or tim@cashins.org

HOW TO NAIL TAXI INSTRUCTIONS EVERY SINGLE TIME
These are the steps you should take to avoid messing up taxi instructions:
Step 1: BEFORE you call, take a look at the taxi diagram and make an educated guess where ground will taxi you
based on your present position. Write down your taxi instructions – even if you think you know them.
Step 2: Don’t put the taxi diagram away yet, but keep it right in front of you since you’ll need this diagram for the
next steps.
Step 3: Grab a pen and paper (or your tablet).
Step 4: Only after you have a pen and paper and the airport diagram displayed should you call ground.
Step 5: Write down the clearance! Use shorthand. (Write an “X” for “cross” and the number of the runway. You
don’t need to write “RWY” or “cross” before the number. You won’t have time. Write “HS” for “hold short.”)
You don’t have to write down the clearance if there’s only one taxiway and you can’t possible mess it up. When
you are at a big airport, always write it down.
Step 6: Read it back while looking at the diagram. You can read back instructions one of two ways: Start with the
runway, then read the taxiways, or start with the taxiways and end with the runway. For example: “Runway twoeight left taxi via Charlie three, Charlie” or “Taxi via Charlie three, Charlie, for runway two-eight left”
Do whatever way works best for your brain. Either way, stay consistent. That consistency will help you sound
professional on the radio.
Step 7: Don’t go anywhere until you take one more look at the diagram to make sure you have the right route.
This is important because every once in a while ground will give you instructions you weren’t expecting.
When you get used to hearing the same taxi instruction every day, it’s really hard to adjust when they give you an
alternate taxi instruction. And remember, ground will never give you permission to cross more than one runway
at a time. They used to do this, but after multiple runway incursions they stopped. If you have to cross a runway to
get where you are going, you can expect a second set of instructions after you have crossed the first runway. Write
these down as well.

Save Friday, March 16th
for Puerto Penasco. The
approximate cost will be
$420/per couple. Tony
Samojen is hosting this
one...call him at
805-383-3070 and send
$100 deposit by Feb.
22nd.

IS

SEEING

BELIEVING?

AIRVENTURERS 1 - NIGHT FLY - IN
SATURDAY - SUNDAY AUGUST 18 - 19, 2018
FLY INTO UKIAH AIRPORT (KUKI)
> About 371 nautical miles direct from
Van Nuys Airport
> Arrive no later than 1:00 p.m.
SPEND THE NIGHT AT THE HOTEL
> Best Western Plus Humboldt House Inn,
Garberville (707) 923-2771
> About 92½ miles from Ukiah Airport
> Make your own reservations:
● Don't wait too long; they fill up during
the summer
● Standard 2 queen-bed room rate was
about $187/night total on 11/13/17;
may go up or down
● If not a Costco or AAA member or a
senior citizen, let the Simanskys
know after making your reservation
& they may get you a lower rate
● Cancellation policy is before 4:00 p.m.
the day before arrival if reservation
is made directly with the hotel
● Give the Simanskys your reservation #
AFTER BREAKFAST, DRIVE TO
CONFUSION HILL IN PIERCY, CA.
> About 17 miles from hotel
> Spend about 1 - 2 hours there
LEAVE FOR UKIAH AIRPORT
> About 75½ miles from Confusion Hill
> Maybe have lunch on the way

INCLUDES
Transportation
Hot breakfast

Wine & Cheese Reception
Confusion Hill Attractions

GRAVITY HOUSE
Self-guided tour
Experience optical contradictions odd physical
sensations that are truly
confusing

Ripley's Believe It or
Not "World's Tallest
Free Standing Redwood
Chainsaw Carving"

MOUNTAIN TRAIN
RIDE
38 steps up to it
30 minute ride on 1¼
miles of track to top
of hillside
Uses unique Alpine
switchback system

Redwood Shoe
House

$126.00/couple ($130.07 with credit card)
$63.00/single ($65.19 with credit card)
Send full payment by August 1
(Payable to Airventurers) to:
Dan & Lorraine Simansky
17068 Burton St.
Van Nuys, CA 91406
(818) 344-7455
lasimansky@gmail.com

A LITTLE HUMOR

IMPORTANT DATES IN…

•How does Moses make tea? Hebrews it.

February

•Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!

10-11

Ramona Wine Tour

•A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are
sketchy.

18

Dinner Meeting

24

Board Meeting

•I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest.

March

•Haunted French pancakes give me the crêpes.

11

Dinner Meeting

•England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.

16-18

Puerto Penasco

24

Board Meeting

•I tried to catch some fog, but I mist.

April

•They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a typo.

15

Dinner Meeting

28

Board Meeting

•I changed my iPad's name to Titanic. It's syncing now.
•Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
•I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid, but he says
he can stop any time.
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President Tim Cashin presents a certificate of appreciation to David McAlexander at the first dinner
meeting of 2018.

