Official Publication of Airventurers, a Non-Profit Pilot’s Association

LOOKING BACK
Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing changes but when you
look back everything is different? I came across this thought
when I was looking for inspiration about what to write for my
final President’s message. Thank you, Google.
Flying is certainly different than it was back in the 1970’s when
Judy and I started our flying career. General Aviation was
booming and it would continue to boom thru most of the
1980’s. In those days they were producing something like 14000 general aviation
planes per year. Compare that to less than 1000 today. Wow. We were fortunate
enough to be a part of that magic time when flying was relatively inexpensive
and available to a vast part of the population.
What really made it special for us was the group of people and their families we
met that were fellow pilots and/or aviation enthusiasts. As you might have
guessed, that special group of people was the Airventurers. Friends to make,
places to fly, meetings and parties all contributed to a very satisfying flying and
social life.

LOOKING FORWARD
It doesn't end here. 2018 is shaping up to be another outstanding year. I am looking forward to fun fly-ins all over the west and to Mexico with our Airventurer
friends. (Check out the 2018 fly-in schedule in this newsletter.)
The new Officers, Directors and Chairman who will be leading the Airventurers
this coming year will continue to make it a place where you will want to be.
Please give them your support by attending as many events as possible.

THIS IS NOT A GOODBYE, THIS IS A THANK YOU
Marv Rifkin,
President

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season
and a happy, healthy and peaceful 2018.
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Come join the fun

AIRVENTURERS
HOLIDAY PARTY
SATURDAY DEC 2
Braemar Country Club
4001 Reseda Blvd
Tarzana
6:00
Socializing
7:15
Dinner
8:15
Program
Entertainment
Dancing
Door Prizes
*NOTE:
January dinner meeting
will be held on January 14
at Lulu’s in Van Nuys due
to the fly-in and mule ride
to the Grand Canyon on
January 18-21

BOARD MEETING
Signature Aviation, VNY
Saturday December 16th
10:00 am

AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST
DATE

APPLICANT

SPONSOR

FEE

DINNER MEETING
co-host
add’l

FLY-IN
co-host
add’l

2/16

Landi

Eisenberg

Y

Y

2/16

Hnarakis

Eisenberg

Y

Y

Y

Y

12/16

Brend

Frangos

Y

Y

Y

Y

2/17

Cavallaro

Shaby

Y

Y

2018 CALENDAR
DINNER

BOARD

JAN

14

27

FEB

18

MAR

FLY-IN
DATE
18th-21st

DESTINATION

HOST

Grand Canyon Mule Ride

Kirschner

24

Ramona Wine Tasting

Cashin

18

24

Punta Penasco, Mexico

Samojen/Punt

APR

15

28

Poker Run

Savage/Cheer

MAY

20

26

Columbia

Eisenberg

JUNE

10

30

Benson, AZ

Busick

JULY

NONE

28

Club Picnic

AUG

NONE

25

SEPT

15

OCT

Confusion Hill, Ukiah

Simansky

29

Sacramento

Samojen

21

27

Prescott, AZ

Klenner

NOV

18

24

China Lake

Rainey

DEC

1

29

Holiday Party

18th-19th

AVIATION NATION AND THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE USAF —What a birthday party!
The flying weather was PERFECT (tailwind going and no wind coming home), there were plenty of exhibits to see,
loads of airplanes, and the airshow was great. The Red Bull team and the Thunderbirds take your breath away, and
the other performers weren’t too bad either. There was so much to see and
so much going on, we couldn’t all stay together, but all 17 of us did get together in the Eisenberg’s suite for socializing and cocktails, both Friday
night and Saturday night. Yoni still makes the best Margaritas around, Pat
and Don had enough food for an army, and Airventurers never run out of
topics of conversation, so a good time was had by all. The worst part was
actually getting our three vehicles to the Speedway parking lot—the traffic
was horrendous and we all got lost a couple of times—but even the bus
driver got lost taking us back to the parking lot after the event. Thank you,
Pat and Don, for a job well done.

MORE PICTURES AT
https://www.airventurers.org/
photo-galleries/

ARRIVE THURSDAY, JANUARY 18th—DEPART SUNDAY, JANUARY 21ST
$600 PER PERSON, INCLUDES 3 NIGHTS LODGING, 1 DINNER, 1 BREAKFAST
6 PERSONS ONLY—($618.23 with credit card)
ALL 6 STAY IN THE SAME CABIN WITH 1 BATHROOM,
NO BATH OR SHOWER IN CABIN

Y1
ONL
SPOT
T!
LEF

7:30 am on Friday, we’ll mount up and start down the canyon
Friday night, we’ll stay at Phantom Ranch at the bottom of the canyon
Saturday morning after breakfast, we’ll climb back up by a different route
Saturday afternoon, relax at the Maswik Lodge

MAXIMUM WEIGHT OF RIDER IS 200 POUNDS
JOEL KIRSCHNER, 310-277-1811, JOEL@JOELK.COM

IMPORTANT DATES IN…
December

ELECTION RESULTS
PRESIDENT

TIM CASHIN

2

Holiday Party

VICE PRESIDENT

16

Board Meeting

SECRETARY

TONI SCHARFF

TREASURER

JUDY RIFKIN

January
14

Dinner Meeting

18

Grand Canyon Mule Ride

27

Board Meeting

February
18

Dinner Meeting

24

Board Meeting

RULES OF LIFE
Sometimes we need to remember WHAT the Rules
of life really are.
1. Never give yourself a haircut after three alcoholic
beverages of any kind.
2. You need only two tools: WD-40 and duct tape. If it
doesn't move and it should, use WD-40. If it moves
and shouldn't, use the tape.
3. The five most essential words for a healthy, vital
relationship are "I apologize" and "You are right."
4. Everyone seems normal until you get to know
them.
5. When you make a mistake, make amends immediately. It's easier to eat crow while it's still warm.
6. The only really good advice that your mother ever
gave you was: "Go! You might meet somebody!"
7. If he/she says that you are too good for him/her believe them.
8. Learn to pick your battles. Ask yourself, 'Will this
matter one year from now? How about one month?
One week? One day?'
9. Never pass up a rest room.

CLIFF BUSICK

Since there were no nominations from the floor, the above
slate was unanimously elected to serve in 2018

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR IFR CHARTS
(HO HO HO)

for a 1-nighter on Saturday, August 18th to Confusion Hill in Piercy, CA. We won’t
“confuse” you with the details just yet, but just know that the Simanskys are hosting,
so it will be perfect. The hotel tends to fill up fast in the summer, so call and reserve
NOW. The number is 707-923-2771 and you can cancel the day before if you need to.
But trust me, you won’t want to.

Marv Rifkin presented certificates of appreciation to Herb Hutchinson, the guy that built the
F-16 and Jim McMichael, the guy who flew it, at the November dinne meeting.

Yay! Nothing
bad/sad to report.

