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BOARD MEETING                              

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday May 27th 

 Everyone’s Welcome                                     

(and we have donuts!)                          

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, May 21st 

Lenny’s Deli 

2379 Westwood Blvd. 

 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 6:30 

Order off the Menu 

Our speaker will be 

Ron Berenstein, (AGI & 

FAA WINGS Master Pilot) 

“De-Myth-a-Flying: I really 

thought I knew that!” 

 

This promises to be a very 

interesting presentation! 

  

reserve on the web at 

airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

MEMORIES...... 
 

 

As I walked around at the AOPA Regional Fly-in I couldn't help but reflect on 

how much has changed since I became a pilot back in the '70's. It doesn't seem 

that long ago that I followed in Judy's footsteps in learning how to pilot an air-

plane and we both got our private and then instruments tickets. We had a new 

Cessna 152 when Judy took her training and became an IFR rated pilot. A few 

years later it was my turn and I wanted a more stable airplane so we bought our 

current 1979 Cessna 182. 

  

Brand new... ordered from the factory with personalized plates, N710MR! (my 

birthday) We flew it from Wichita with a hand-held radio and minimum avion-

ics so that we could put in what we wanted, 

which did not include Cessna radios. We in-

stalled some of the best equipment that was 

available at that time (my how times have 

changed). The cost was $61,000; plane, avion-

ics, leather seats and all. Makes you want to 

cry when you see what you have to pay today.   

 

Except for the transponder everything in our plane is pretty much the same to-

day as when we first bought it but the flying world is changing. The big ques-

tion that we face is what do we do now? Do we invest the time and money to 

upgrade to the current and upcoming standards that will be required to continue 

flying? And for how long? 

 

We (and the Airventurers) used to fly a lot. Mexico, Canada, all over the U.S. 

including most of the places worth seeing in the 11 Western States. It was great 

when we had a condo in Mammoth and went skiing all the time. The plane was 

a real magic carpet that allowed us to do things that few people have the oppor-

tunity to experience.  

 

Where do we go from here?? 

 

Marv Rifkin, President 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

10/15 Miller Felker Y      Y                      Y    Y                        Y 

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y                               Y                               Y 

2/17 Cavallaro Shaby Y                               Y  

2017 CALENDAR 
 DINNER BOARD FLY-INS DESTINATION HOST 

JAN 15 28 21 CHIRIACO SUMMIT SAVAGE 

FEB 12 18 24-26 GOODYEAR/SCOTTSDALE PUNT/EISENBERG 

MAR 12 25 18 DUNE BUGGIES AT OCEANO KIRSCHNER 

APR 9 22 28-29 AOPA REGIONAL—CMA  

MAY 21 27 13 6TH ANNUAL POKER RUN SAVAGE/CHEER 

JUNE 11 24 10 CASTLE AFB SAVAGE 

JULY NONE 29 22 PASO ROBLES SAVAGE 

AUG NONE 26 5 CLUB PICNIC—CMA SAMOJEN,LANE,BOUJO 

SEPT 2 23 8 SAN DIEGO RAINEY 

OCT 15 28 7-8 BISBEE, AZ CASHIN 

NOV 12 18 4-5 LAS VEGAS, NV EISENBERG 

DEC 2 16  HOLIDAY PARTY STEWART 

AOPA at CMA  
Mike Savage camped out at CMA Friday night—his comments: I blew in for the AOPA regional fly-in this weekend 

and I do mean blew in!  VNY was gusting 39 but CMA wasn't bad.  I hung out with about 20 Airventurers for a 

while on Friday night, played some lighted Bocce Ball in the dark and then slept out under the 

stars.  ZZZZZzzzzzzzz......until 2 a.m. The wind kicked up to 25 mph and blew dirt and dust all over us with the 400 

planes rocking like ducks on a turbulent pond.  I moved my sleeping bag up under the fuselage to have the wheel 

pants break the wind a bit.  I was actually able to go back to sleep and when I woke up, I had dirt in my sleeping bag 

and my hair.  No problem -- They had a trailer set up and I took a nice hot shower before the pancake breakfast.   The 

seminars were good but I have to share this Mother's day idea with you. At the AngelFlight West booth, SoCal wing 

leader, Genevieve Lavin was spreading the good news about what they do.  I couldn't help notice the active wear (or 

yoga pants or leotards) she was wearing.  The perfect mother's day gift! (see pictures) You can choose which section-

al you would like to wear.  Genevieve chose Southern California.  Notice that in the central northern regions near 

Edwards AFB, there are restricted areas.  Just think of the safety redundancy in your cockpit!  Somehow the window 

opens and your paper chart gets sucked out.  You have the peace of mind knowing that you have a reliable chart 
(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

available at all times only inches away. This safety apparel is available only at baseturn.com for $45. There is also a 

dual sectional version that has a different sectional chart on each leg (better for cross-country trips, I would think). 

Okay ladies, I'm not dumb enough to think that any of you would actually appreciate getting this for mother's day. 

But if there’s any chance you would, would you let me know?  I could leak it to your significant other in time for the 

big day.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Hal Shevers, Founder/Chairman of Sporty’s 



 

 



 

 

 

SAFETY—HOW TO AVOID ADS-B INSTALLATION ERRORS 

For most GA aircraft, it doesn’t take much to install an ADS-B system. It can be relatively quick and easy and, de-

pending on the plane’s current communications stack and placement of the ADS-B system, it doesn’t have to take a 

lot of time. The real trick is in the setup. Correct setup requires the system to accurately identify the aircraft to ATC 

and other planes in the airspace, and it’s the responsibility of the avionics installer. Once the shop releases the plane, 

in most cases, the owner cannot make changes to, or reconfigure, the setup. The key to successful installation is to 

verify the data configured in the avionics, and most manufacturers include checkout tools that an installer can down-

load and run to check that everything is correct. Here are the three most important techniques to set up the ADS-B 

system properly: 

First—Verify the Emitter Category Code. The ADS-B system transmits the  aircraft category to describe the 

weight class of the plane. It must accurately portray the plane as light, small, large, rotorcraft, glider, etc. for a cor-

rect set up of the system. There are eight entries in the most common set. Most GA aircraft are in category 1 for light 

aircraft or category 2 for small aircraft. Check the configuration summary, or maintenance page, to locate the plane’s 

emitter category information and verify that the emitter category is correct for the maximum takeoff weight of the 

plane. If it’s wrong, the setup is non-compliant. 

Second—Verify the Flight Identification. Like Mode S, the ADS-B system transmits the flight identification or 

call sign, so ATC and other aircraft with ADS-B-In systems can identify the aircraft. It is the responsibility of the 

installer to enter the FLT ID correctly in an ADS-B system that doesn’t allow it to be changed by the pilot. FLT-ID  

errors are most often the result of configuration mistakes. No entry results in the “Missing FLT-ID” or “No FLT-ID” 

readout.  To avoid errors, again check the configuration summary page and verify that the FLT-ID exactly matches 

the plane’s registration number. 

Third—Verify the ICAO Code. In most cases, the manufacturer ships the equipment with a factory default ICAO 

code which the installer must change to match the plane’s assigned code. Checking for the presence of an ICAO 

code during a ground check is not sufficient. Test equipment will verify that a code is present, but is doesn’t verify 

that it’s correct. Again, the configuration summary must be carefully reviewed to make sure that the Mode S/24-bit 

ICAO code exactly matches the code assigned to that plane by the FAA. Some manufactures have developed fail-

safes that prevent activation until the installer enters a new ICAO code. Still, some planes are flying today with the 

factory-installed default code. There is generally no way for the owner to access the set up system to change the 

code. 

Finally—Test the System. The configuration summary page verifies the data configured in the avionics, but it’s not 

an actual test of the system. You need to perform both a ground check and a post-flight check. The ground check 

verifies what is being broadcast and some avionics shops have the tools to test transponder modes. After a test flight 

in airspace with ADS-B coverage, the owner and installer should do a check using the FAA’s Public ADS-B Perfor-

mance Report Request (PAPR) service. The PAPR service sends an email with all the configuration and performance 

details of the ADS-B Out equipment, and any configuration errors will show up in red highlight. 

The integrity and accuracy of the equipment itself is the responsibility of the manufacturer, but it’s the job of the in-

staller and the owner to make sure that the system is set up correctly.  

 

FAA Safety Briefing, March/April 2017 

 



 

 

  

Airventurers send “get well” wishes 

to Elena Samojen, who has been 

dealing with recurring bouts of 

pneumonia. 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

May  

13 Poker Run 

21 Dinner meeting 

27 Board meeting 

June  

10 Castle AFB 

11 Dinner meeting 

24 Board Meeting 

July  

22 Paso Robles 

29 Board Meeting 

MORE THINGS TO PONDER— 

If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest have to drown 

too?  

Isn't it a bit unnerving that doctors call what they do "practice"?  

Why do women wear evening gowns to nightclubs? Shouldn't 

they be wearing night gowns?  

Do Roman paramedics refer to IV's as "4's"?  

How come wrong numbers are never busy?  

We were privileged to have two very knowledgeable speakers from LAFD Air Ops at our April dinner  


