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BOARD MEETING                              

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday June 24th 

 Everyone’s Welcome                                     

(and we have donuts!)                          

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, June 11th 

Lulu’s 

 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 6:30 

Order off the Menu 

 

Our speaker will be 

Robert Schirn,  

Los Angeles ADA (retired) 

 

You do not want to miss 

this program! 

 

 Reserve on the web at 

airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

If you can’t join us for   

dinner, feel free to just 

come visit and hear the 

presentation. 

 

I had the privilege of hearing our June dinner speaker on two separate occa-

sions. The first time was on a cruise where he was the featured guest lecturer 

and the second time was at a fund raiser for a charity that Judy and I are mem-

bers of. His presentation warrants our going outside of our usual aviation-

oriented speakers/topics and trying something different... I believe you will 

find his program extremely interesting. 

 

Robert Schirn (Retired), Los Angeles County District Attorney. 

Bob joined the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office in 1967. During 

his first 10 years in the office, he prosecuted more than 60 felony jury trials, 

including murder, robbery, narcotics trafficking and sexual assaults. He is a 

recognized expert in the area of search warrants, search and seizure, and wire-

taps and is the author or co-author of manuals and treatises on these subjects. 

He was the Office Prosecutor of the Year in 2000 and the California Narcotics 

Prosecutor of the Year in 2001. He retired from a fulltime position in 2005, but 

he has been working in a part time capacity since that time handling special 

projects for the District Attorney's office. Bob views himself as an office histo-

rian, and he has prepared approximately 25 PowerPoint presentations on fa-

mous cases handled by the D.A’s office. Bob will be presenting his number one 

requested topic at our June 11 Dinner Meeting.  

 

 

 

    

“On June 5, 1968, presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy was fatally shot at 

the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, shortly after winning the California 

presidential primaries in the 1968 election, and died the next day while hospi-

talized. After winning the California and South Dakota primary elections for 

the Democratic nomination for President of the United States, Kennedy was 

fatally shot while exiting through the hotel kitchen immediately after leaving 

the podium in the Ambassador Hotel and died in the Good Samaritan Hospital 

twenty-six hours later.” 

Hear all of the inside details of this tragic event at the Dinner Meeting! 

Marv Rifkin, President 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador_Hotel_(Los_Angeles)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_elections_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_elections_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1968
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_elections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador_Hotel_(Los_Angeles)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Samaritan_Hospital_(Los_Angeles)


 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y                               Y  

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y                               Y                               Y 

2/17 Cavallaro Shaby Y                               Y  

2017 CALENDAR 
 DINNER BOARD FLY-INS DESTINATION HOST 

JAN 15 28 21 CHIRIACO SUMMIT SAVAGE 

FEB 12 18 24-26 GOODYEAR/SCOTTSDALE PUNT/EISENBERG 

MAR 12 25 18 DUNE BUGGIES AT OCEANO KIRSCHNER 

APR 9 22 28-29 AOPA REGIONAL—CMA  

MAY 21 27 13 6TH ANNUAL POKER RUN SAVAGE/CHEER 

JUNE 11 24 10 CASTLE AFB SAVAGE 

JULY NONE 29 22 PASO ROBLES SAVAGE 

AUG NONE 26 5 CLUB PICNIC—CMA SAMOJEN,LANE,BOUJO 

SEPT 2 23 8 SAN DIEGO RAINEY 

OCT 15 28 7-8 PAGE, AZ CASHIN 

NOV 12 18 4-5 LAS VEGAS, NV EISENBERG 

DEC 2 16  HOLIDAY PARTY STEWART 

POKER RUN 2017—The Airventurers 6th annual poker run hosted by Mark Cheer and Mike Sav-

age was another unqualified success, due, I suspect, to the culinary talents of Chefesses  Teri and 

Lois who catered another wonderful lunch for our dining pleasure. (And yes, chefesses really is a 

word—I looked it up.) The weather was wonderful–not too warm, not too cool, and the wind was 

right down the runway. Even so, there was one spectacular go-around, and one very interesting take-

off. First and second best hands were won by Yoni Boujo and Lonnie Felker and I believe there were 

also a couple of booby prizes. 

Thank you, Mark and Mike for hosting this fly-in, and thanks to all who attended. Check out the rest 

of the pictures at https://www.airventurers.org/photo-galleries/ 

https://www.airventurers.org/photo-galleries/


 

 



 

 

CASTLE AIR MUSEUM 

JUNE 10TH 

10:00 am 

Admission: (includes Vulcan & B-36) 

Seniors (60+): $17.00, $17.82 with credit card 

Adults: $22.00, $22.99 with credit card 

Park at Gemini Flight Support at 10am and shuttle to the museum. 

Lunch will be delivered at 1:00 (I’ll send a menu so you can pre-

order). Lunch is on your own. Or bring your own. 

We’ll tour the museum, hit the gift shop, have lunch then head 

home. 

 

Questions/Reservations 

Mike Savage 

28066 Liana Lane, Valencia 91354 

661-803-6240 (evenings) or 818-676-3987 (day) 

 

WE’RE GETTING INSIDE! 



 

 

 

FROM FLIGHTSAFETYAUSTRALIA.com—To state the obvious: water in fuel is A. Bad. Thing. Whether 

avgas or jet fuel, they just don’t mix. And water makes engines stop.  

Water in fuel takes two forms, dissolved and free. All aviation fuels contain some amount of dissolved water, in the 

same way that air contains moisture. For engines, dissolved water is not a problem—they tolerate it in the same way 

people are able to breathe humid air. Free water is another matter. The amount of free water an aviation piston en-

gine will tolerate before quitting is very small—about 30 parts per million. That’s why one of the key rituals of G.A. 

is tapping the drain points on an aircraft’s tanks before the first flight of the day, and after refueling. But how does 

the water get there, and what if the drain points are not where the water collects? 

There’s a constant three-pronged attack on the fuel system: fuel caps, tanks and drains. Water can enter a fuel system 

through: degraded fuel cap seals while sitting in the rain, being sucked up and pumped into the aircraft tank with the 

fuel, and condensation of airborne moisture inside the tank.  The last is easy to deal with—it’s better to fill the tanks 

with fuel if the plane is going to sit for a while. More fuel means less air, which in turn means less condensation.  

Fuel caps must be maintained in accordance with approved data. However, often there is little such data. Some man-

ufacturers may list part numbers for the O-ring seals on the filler cap, but may not provide any approved data for re-

pairing or adjusting the cap. Loose fuel caps can play another dirty trick—siphoning fuel out of wing tanks during 

flight. The loose cap exposes the fuel to the low-pressure area over the wing; the fuel then obeys the laws of physics 

and finds its way out. Now if the fuel tank is a rubber cell, it will collapse upwards because the top of the cell is se-

cured more firmly to the top wing-tank cavity. This can have at least three effects, all of them bad: 1) the bottom of 

the tank keeps rising, so fuel is kept at or near the top of the tank near the cap hole, so siphoning continues, 2) the 

float of the quantity gauge can rise and the gas gauge may continue to show full or nearly full, and 3) the tank be-

comes distorted and wrinkled and may not re-shape so that volume is reduced for the next fill—and the wrinkles 

hold water that cannot be drained until the plane is climbing.  

You may find it hard to believe that not all fuel drains are located in the best spot to drain the water. Your aircraft’s 

tank might be a no-drainer. Wrinkled bottoms and ‘best-guess’ drain locations result in water swilling around in the 

bottom of the tank, waiting for any opportunity to escape via the main fuel delivery line to the engine. Lowering the 

tail and wing rocking work to coach water to the drain point on some aircraft types, but on others these are consid-

ered to be pretty much futile efforts. Additional fuel drain points are one solution. Check manufacturer’s service bul-

letin and supplemental type certificate (STC) options.  

Your last line of defense in the battle to keep water out of the fuel is the main filter bowl, the gascolator. Undrainable 

water from the tank collects in the main gascolator. It may collect little by little, or it may be filled suddenly by rain 

water getting in through a failed cap in a torrential downpour, or by contaminated fuel. When the fuel bowl is full it 

passes the water to the engine. This is when your problems begin. Carbureted engines do have capacity to hold water 

in the bowl, but not very much. A quick-drain in the filter bowl or gascolator is a very good idea.  

Admission: (includes Vulcan & B-36) 

Seniors (60+): $17.00, $17.82 with credit card 

Adults: $22.00, $22.99 with credit card 

WE’RE GETTING INSIDE! 



 

 

 

Fly into Montgomery Field (light snacks and drinks included) 
Van transportation to San Diego Harbor 

Board Flagship for Harbor Cruise (light lunch and drinks included) 
Board USS Midway for 2 hour Guided Tour (walking & stairs) 

Van transportation back to Montgomery Field, Fly off 
Send payment to Barry Rainey, 2806 Golf Villa Way, Camarillo 93010 

or pay on line at www.airventurers.org 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

June  

10 Castle AFB 

11 Dinner Meeting 

24 Board Meeting 

July  

22 Paso Robles 

29 Board Meeting 

August  

5 Club picnic 

26 Board Meeting 

MORE THINGS TO PONDER— 

Love is grand; divorce is a hundred grand. 

 

I am in shape. Round is a shape. 

 

Time may be a great healer, but it’s a lousy beautician. 

 

Politicians and diapers have one thing in common—they should 

both be changed regularly and for the same reason. 

 

An optimist thinks that this is the best possible world; a pessi-

mist fears that this is true. 

 

Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand. 

 

Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just 

sit there. 

 

Newest Airventurer, Richard Miller, gets his badge, hat, pin and handshake from Pres. Marv 


