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BOARD MEETING                              

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday March 25th 

 Everyone’s Welcome                                     

(and we have donuts!)                          

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Mar. 12th 

Marie Callender’s 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 6:30 

Order off the Menu 

Our distinguished speaker 

will be  

Dave Hoffman 
Secret Service Agent 

Ex-Pittsburgh Steeler 

 

This promises to be a very 

interesting presentation! 

  

Please reserve on the web 

at airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

If you can’t join us for   

dinner, feel free to just 

come visit and hear the 

presentation. 

 

YOU HAVE TO BE FLEXIBLE! 

 

 

 

We have tried to do some things differently this year. It is not as earth shatter-

ing as what is happening in the real world but it is a change from what has 

been done in the past as far as the Airventurers are concerned.  

 

Dinner meetings are in some new locations. Ordering off the menu and paying 

by separate check seems to be very popular based on the number of people 

attending the first two dinner meetings this year. The next dinner meeting at 

Marie Callender’s will also be ordering off of their menu and you will be get-

ting separate checks. Keeping with the idea of doing things differently, we are 

going to experiment with changing the times that we do things at our dinner 

meeting. Social time will be from 6:00 to 6:30. Dinner will be 6:30 to 7:30 and 

our speaker will be from 7:30 to 8:30ish.  

 

You will want to hear our next speaker, All American football player for the 

University of Washington, professional football player and current Secret Ser-

vice Agent David Hoffman. Get the low down on all those stories that you 

have heard about the Secret Service. What do they do in addition to protecting 

the President of the United States?  Come to Marie Callender’s on Sunday 

March 12 and find out. 

 

The weekend of March 18 promises to be very interesting and different be-

cause we have two fly- ins that weekend. Joel has a multiple choice one day 

fly-in to Oceano. Reserve a dune buggy ahead of time or wait until you get 

there, go for a guided tour of the sand dunes in a large vehicle or just come for 

lunch. Henry has changed the date of the Arizona fly-in to March 17-19. We 

may join a Mooney Club group that will have a BBQ and other events in addi-

tion to the Boneyard at Goodyear Airport and a major league spring training 

baseball game. Keep an eye on your email inbox and keep checking our web-

site www.airventurers.org for the latest updates. This offers something for 

everyone. Choose your fly-in and sign up. 

 

HELP! We are still looking for a June fly-in. Need a volunteer to host at a lo-

cation of your choice. Where would you like to go? Let Cliff Busick or me 

know.   

 

Marv Rifkin, President 

http://www.airventurers.org


 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

10/15 Miller Felker Y      Y                      Y  

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y                               Y  

c2017 CALENDAR 
 DINNER BOARD FLY-INS DESTINATION HOST 

JAN 15 28 21 CHIRIACO SUMMIT SAVAGE 

FEB 12 18 24-26 GOODYEAR/SCOTTSDALE PUNT/EISENBERG 

MAR 12 25 18 DUNE BUGGIES AT OCEANO KIRSCHNER 

APR 9 22 28-29 AOPA REGIONAL—CMA CASHIN/SAVAGE 

MAY 21 27 13 6TH ANNUAL POKER RUN SAVAGE/CHEER 

JUNE 11 24 TBD   

JULY NONE 29 7-9 GOLD BEACH, OR PUNT 

AUG NONE 26 5 CLUB PICNIC—CMA SAMOJEN,LANE,BOUJO 

SEPT 17 23 2-3 SAN DIEGO RAINEY 

OCT 15 28 7-8 BISBEE, AZ CASHIN 

NOV 12 18 4-5 LAS VEGAS, NV EISENBERG 

DEC 2 16  HOLIDAY PARTY STEWART 

 

Check it out! 

DATE CHANGED TO MAR. 17-19 

STILL TIME TO SIGN UP 



 

 

 

 

Goodyear, AZ (KGYR)  

BONEYARD AND BASEBALL 

March 17-19 (2 nights) 

COST: $340/COUPLE, $295/SINGLE 

$350.46 AND $304.12 WITH CREDIT CARD 

INCLUDES HOTEL, TRANSPORTATION  

AND BBQ DINNER 

SEND  PAYMENT IN FULL TO  

HENRY PUNT 

17036 WOODRUFF AVE. #3 

BELLFLOWER 90706 

THE ONLY THING MISSING IS MOM’S 

PRESENTATION AT GLENDALE AIRPORT ABOUT THEIR RICH AVIATION HISTORY  

AS A TRAINING BASE DURING WWII  & TOUR OF THE COMMERCIAL BONEYARD 

MAJOR LEAGUE SPRING TRAINING BASEBALL GAME 

BBQ DINNER SATURDAY NIGHT 

TRAINING CAMP BASEBALL GAME 

TICKETS, ABOUT $50/EACH NOT INCLUDED  

DODGERS VS. CHICAGO WHITE SOX  

 
 



 

 

March  18 th  

10 :00  am  

OCEANO 

The plan is to meet at OCEANO at 10:00am and walk to the dune buggy rental facility. 

We’ll rent four-seat buggies for 3 hours, so each driver should have about 45 minutes at 

the wheel. We’ll grab a quick bite to eat at the beach and head home. The total cost 

should be less than $135/person if you are going with a dune buggy. Pay on line or 

when you’re there, but let Joel Kirschner know you’re coming so he can save you a seat 

or let him know what other choice that you may be making. RSVP today.  

joel@joelk.com 

airventurers.org or 310-277-1811 or 310-880-3154  

TO GUARANTEE A RIDE, 

SEND $135 BY MARCH 4TH 

OR TAKE YOUR CHANCES 

AND RENT WHEN YOU GET 

THERE.  

OR TAKE A GUIDED TOUR  

OR JUST FLY UP FOR LUNCH 



 

 
SAFETY—from General Aviation Safety, by Philip Greenspun  

 

Why a Beginner Pilot Can Be Safer than a Retired Fighter Jet Pilot 

A pilot with any level of skill can be a safe pilot. The real question is "What is the ratio between the pi-

lot's confidence level and skill level?" A guy who got his license yesterday and will only fly today if the 

wind is calm and the sky is free of clouds is probably safer than the gal who retired from flying jets for 

the Air Force and thinks that she can handle ridiculously gusty winds and instrument approaches down to 

minimums. The experienced pilot can fly a given fixed mission more safely, e.g., taking a Cessna 172 

around the pattern on a sunny day. But if the two pilots are allowed to make go/no-go decisions about 

cross-country flights in marginal weather the end result may be that the novice pilot elects to wait a day 

and takes less overall risk. 

The Most Dangerous Words a Pilot Can Say 

"I will be there on June 5 at 6:00 pm." Pilots of light aircraft who utter sentences of that form are very 

high risk pilots, regardless of skill level. If you promise to get to specific places at specific times you will 

eventually run afoul of weather and other circumstances that are beyond you and your aircraft's capabili-

ties. 

Consider JFK Jr.'s famous last flight. He wanted to get a passenger to Martha's Vineyard on a particular 

evening. Some folks blame the fact that the weather was dark, hazy, and marginal VFR. Some folks 

blame the fact that JFK Jr. chose to fly mostly over the featureless waterscape of the Long Island Sound 

instead of over the well-lit sprawl of the mainland. Some folks blame JFK Jr.'s failure to complete his 

instrument rating before the accident flight. Some pilots reassure themselves by noting that they've com-

pleted much more challenging instrument flights than JFK Jr.'s simple summer trip to Martha's Vineyard. 

All of these perspectives are reasonable but all ignore a fundamental fact: using a small aircraft for 

scheduled transportation, as opposed to recreation, is an accident waiting to happen. 

How do the airlines manage to keep their 

schedules and safety records intact? An 

airliner has jet engines that enable it to 

climb over most weather and therefore the 

airliner doesn't spend much time in the 

clouds. An airliner has de-icing equipment 

for climbing or descending through clouds 

that are below freezing and might ice up 

the wings. An airliner has two pilots in the 

front who do nothing but fly instrument 

approaches all day every day. An airliner 

usually goes from one big airport with in-

strument landing systems and RADAR-

equipped controllers. A private pilot with 

a little single-engine piston-powered air-

plane doesn't have much of this going for 

him or her, especially not when going to a 

favorite out-of-the-way airport. 

  A safe attitude with a small airplane starts with the assumption that no flight is going to be made at the time and 

date planned. It might happen if the weather happens to be good and the flight looks as though it will be enjoy-

able. The plane is a recreational toy with transportation a side benefit. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F05%2FFree-aircraft-aircraft-animations-airplane-clipart-image.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Ffree-airplane-clipart-1371%2F&docid=XpXH-GcDlHlrFM&


 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

March  

12 Dinner meeting 

18 Oceano & Glendale 

25 Board meeting 

April  

9 Dinner meeting 

22 Board meeting 

28-29 AOPA Regional at CMA 

May  

13 Poker Run 

21 Dinner meeting 

27 Board meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event will feature two full days of activities, including an expanded roster of learn-

ing opportunities and workshops beginning on  Friday at 9 a.m. These reasonably priced 

workshops will cover a range of topics such as mountain flying or owner-performed 

maintenance meant to help make flying more fun, affordable, safe, and accessible. 

This is gonna be a very loosely structured event for Airventurers—we’ll figure out times 

and places to meet for lunch or dinner, maybe for breakfast for those who are camping 

out. Tim Cashin and Mike Savage will be  hosting this event and will let you know as  

things become more definite, but in the meantime, SAVE THE DATES. 

AOPA REGIONAL FLY-IN 
April 28-29 

CMA 

MORE THINGS TO PONDER— 

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery? 

Before they invented drawing boards, what did they go back to?  

How is it possible to have a civil war?  

Can fat people go skinny-dipping?  

If all  the world is a stage, where is the audience sitting?  

Doesn't expecting the unexpected make the unexpected become 

the expected?  


