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BOARD MEETING                              

Signature Aviation, VNY 

Saturday February 18th 

 Everyone’s Welcome                                     

(and we have donuts!)                          

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Feb. 12th 

Lenny’s Deli                          

2379 Westwood Blvd. 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 7:00 

Order off the Menu 

Our distinguished speaker 

will be  

Ed Reynolds 
Wings over Wendy’s MC 

&Ret. Lt. Col. in charge of 

USAF & Navy Aircraft at 

the Pentagon 

  

Please reserve on the web 

at airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

If you can’t join us for   

dinner, feel free to just 

come visit and hear the 

presentation. 

      A GREAT START FOR 2017. 

It began with a large crowd for the dinner meeting at Lulu's to 

hear Claudio's terrific talk about the mistakes we make as pilot 

and civilians. Ordering off the menu proved to be very popular 

and we will be doing more of that in the future. 

I was looking at the Airventurers Newsletter from 50 years ago and complete 

dinners with tip and tax were a whopping $5.00. My how times have changed. 

They were also complaining that the tie downs at Van Nuys were going up to 

$60.00 a month and that they should call their city councilman and complain. 

Guess it didn't succeed. 

The fly-in to Chiriaco Summit and the Patton Museum was well attended by 13 

hardy souls in spite of the forecast weather for that date. Full story and pictures 

inside. 

The board meeting had a good turnout of board members, chairman and interest-

ed members who contributed their thoughts to the running of the club. The 

minutes will normally be available on our website, www.airventurers.org short-

ly after the meeting.  

WHAT'S NEXT? 

Another great dinner meeting is scheduled for Sunday February 12 at Lenny's 

Deli in West L.A. Order off  the menu, individual checks. $3.00 charge if you 

park in their parking lot. The speaker is Ed Reynolds. He is a former Lt. Colonel  

USAF. Pentagon officer in charge of USAF and Navy aircraft procurement. He 

has visited almost every country in the world and will be talking about his asso-

ciation with aviation.  

February 18th is a non standard date for our Board meeting at Signature Avia-

tion at Van Nuys Airport. There is lots to discuss.  

February 24-26 is the fly-in to Goodyear AZ to see a video and tour of the 

commercial airlines boneyard followed by a spring training major league base-

ball game. See the ad inside the newsletter for further information. 

 

MORE TO COME! 

Marv Rifkin 

President 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

10/15 Miller Felker Y      Y                      Y  

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

12/16 Brend Frangos Y                               Y  

2017 CALENDAR 
 DINNER BOARD FLY-INS DESTINATION HOST 

JAN 15 28 21 CHIRIACO SUMMIT SAVAGE 

FEB 12 18 24-26 GOODYEAR/SCOTTSDALE PUNT/EISENBERG 

MAR 12 25 18 DUNE BUGGIES AT OCEANO KIRSCHNER 

APR 9 22 28-29 AOPA REGIONAL—CMA  

MAY 21 27 13 6TH ANNUAL POKER RUN SAVAGE/CHEER 

JUNE 11 24 TBD   

JULY NONE 29 7-9 GOLD BEACH, OR PUNT 

AUG NONE 26 5 CLUB PICNIC—CMA SAMOJEN,LANE,BOUJO 

SEPT 16 23 2-3 SAN DIEGO RAINEY 

OCT 15 28 7-8 BISBEE, AZ CASHIN 

NOV 12 18 4-5 LAS VEGAS, NV EISENBERG 

DEC 2 16  HOLIDAY PARTY STEWART 

CHIRIACO SUMMIT—Mike Savage 

January 21st saw 14 brave souls navigate fierce 40 knot tailwinds to participate in our first fly-in of the new year.  They 

arrived in a gaggle of 6 aircraft and 1 VW Beetle.  Though it was a windy day, it was straight down the newly paved 

4,600 foot runway (if you chose to land INTO the wind, that is).  

We wandered over to the Patton Museum located just next door and learned all about "Old Blood 'n Guts" and the many 

accomplishments he achieved during WWII.  He had some set backs too but met an early demise in a car accident shortly 

after the war.  That was not the warrior's death he had always envisioned for himself.   Patton is now considered one of 

the greatest military figures in history.  The museum had many artifacts from his life but also honored those who served 

in Korea, Viet Nam and the Persian Gulf.  Outside the museum was a display of almost a dozen tanks of varying vin-

tage.  Many had been used for target practice judging by the large dents in their armor.  Behind the museum was a bone-

yard of 10 more tanks that I decided to have a little fun with. With the wind still blowing, we made it over to the Chiriaco 

Summit Cafe and had a so-so meal but bolstered by a lot of good camaraderie. After lunch, we walked back to the airport 

and mounted up for the trip home.  Since I was plane-less (as opposed to clueless), I shot some action footage of our 

folks departing.  I then played with these videos and created the following YouTube goofy reels: Yoni buzzes the tower, 

https://youtu.be/doM2Tl1YMss.  Henry Punt takes off with no power, https://youtu.be/j8cxxExGtuk. Dave McMullen 

taxi and take off, https://youtu.be/SiBwdvz2MRU. Dave Timms in the Alert 5 aircraft, https://youtu.be/Ciqa6v9e5KY 

https://youtu.be/doM2Tl1YMss
https://youtu.be/j8cxxExGtuk
https://youtu.be/SiBwdvz2MRU
https://youtu.be/Ciqa6v9e5KY


 

 

 

 



 

 

Goodyear, AZ (KGYR)  
BONEYARD AND BASEBALL 

Feb. 24-26th (2 nights) 

COST: $340/COUPLE, $295/SINGLE 

$350.46 AND $304.12 WITH CREDIT CARD 

$100 TO HENRY PUNT NOW TO RESERVE 

TICKETS GO ON SALE JAN. 9TH 

 

17036 WOODRUFF AVE. #3 

BELLFLOWER 90706 

562-881-9018 

henrypunt@gmail.com 

THE ONLY THING MISSING IS MOM’S 

GALA COCKTAIL PARTY FRIDAY EVENING 

PRESENTATION AT GLENDALE AIRPORT ABOUT THEIR RICH AVIATION HISTORY AS A 

TRAINING BASE DURING WWII 

PRESENTATION AND TOUR OF THE DISMANTLING AND REFURBISHING OF AIRLINERS 

TRAINING CAMP BASEBALL GAME 

TICKETS, ABOUT $50/EACH NOT INCLUDED 

AND NON-REFUNDABLE 

 

DODGERS VS. CHICAGO WHITE SOX  

DINNER ON YOUR OWN SATURDAY  

FLY HOME SUNDAY MORNING 



 

 

March 18th 

10:00 am 

Oceano 

The plan is to meet at OCEANO at 10:00am and walk to the dune buggy rental facility. 

We’ll rent four-seat buggies for 3 hours, so each driver should have about 45 minutes at 

the wheel. We’ll grab a quick bite to eat at the beach and head home. The total cost 

should be less than $125/person. Pay when you’re there, but let Joel Kirschner know 

you’re coming so he can save you a seat. 

joel@joelk.com 

airventurers.org or 310-277-1811 or 310-880-3154  



 

 
SAFETY—reported by Mark Cheer 

The private pilot and non-pilot rated passenger departed for a personal flight to Catalina airport located on top of a 

plateau. While on final approach for landing, the airplane descended below the elevation of the runway threshold. The 

pilot attempted to conduct a go-around but was unable to prevent a collision with the rising terrain. Detailed examina-

tion of the airframe and engine did not reveal evidence of any pre-impact mechanical deficiencies or failures that 

would have precluded normal operation. 

 

The airport's website containes information for pilots about its unique operational hazards. The website explicitly 

warnes that there are no visual cues for altitude reference on approach, that there was usually a strong downdraft near 

the approach end of the runway due to the surrounding terrain and prevailing winds, and that the upslope of the run-

way could cause approach and flare difficulties for inexperienced pilots. The website further states that most flying 

clubs required pilots flying into the airport for the first time to be accompanied by a flight instructor or another pilot 

familiar with the airport. (You really have to look hard to find it: http://www.catalinaconservancy.org/index.php?

s=visit&p=pilot_information) 

 

The pilot reported that the accident flight was his first experience flying to that airport, and that neither his co-

owners of the airplane, nor his insurance company, required any checkout flight to that airport. He reported that he 

was only vaguely aware of the visual illusions associated with the landing approach; and that he was unaware 

of, and never saw or used, the pulsating visual approach slope indicator (PVASI) with which the runway was 

equipped. Review of onboard GPS data revealed that the pilot flew a straight-in approach, instead of the normal 

and recommended right traffic pattern. The airplane joined the final approach course about 1.4 miles from the run-

way threshold and about 100 ft below the nominal approach path slope. The airplane descended farther below the 

nominal approach path and remained in the PVASI flashing red (well below course) indication zone for the en-

tire approach. The pilot initiated the go-around about 8 seconds before impact, as the airplane descended below the 

elevation of the threshold. 

 

The pilot's incomplete preparations for 

the flight, particularly with regard to the 

airport's peculiarities and associated haz-

ards, resulted in the pilot conducting an 

inordinately low final approach. Had the 

pilot flown the recommended traffic pat-

tern instead of a straight-in approach, he 

would have provided himself with an-

other opportunity to detect the airport's 

unusual characteristics and conduct his 

final approach accordingly. Finally, 

ground and wind speed data suggest that 

the airplane was near or at the extreme 

low end of its normal approach speed 

range just before the go-around. In com-

bination, these factors placed the airplane in a position and energy state from which recovery was difficult or impossi-

ble once the airplane encountered the known downdraft phenomenon just short of the runway threshold. 

 

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows: 

 

The pilot's failure to maintain a proper approach path on landing because he failed to familiarize himself with the air-

port's unique approach hazards and recommended procedures before the flight. Also causal was the pilot's failure to 

recognize the airplane's improper approach and to execute a go-around in a timely manner. 

http://www.catalinaconservancy.org/index.php?s=visit&p=pilot_information
http://www.catalinaconservancy.org/index.php?s=visit&p=pilot_information


 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

February  

12 Dinner meeting 

18 Board meeting 

24-26 Goodyear fly-in 

March  

12 Dinner meeting 

18 Oceano 

25 Board meeting 

April  

9 Dinner meeting 

22 Board meeting 

28-29 AOPA Regional at CMA 

  

Airventurers send sincere condolences 

to Marv Blum and family on Betty’s 

passing in January. 

Jim Barton is recovering from successful 

knee replacement surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event will feature two full days of activities, including an expanded roster of learn-

ing opportunities and workshops beginning on  Friday at 9 a.m. These reasonably priced 

workshops will cover a range of topics such as mountain flying or owner-performed 

maintenance meant to help make flying more fun, affordable, safe, and accessible. 

This is gonna be a very loosely structured event for Airventurers—we’ll figure out times 

and places to meet for lunch or dinner, maybe for breakfast for those who are camping 

out. We’ll keep you posted, but meantime, SAVE THE DATES. 

AOPA REGIONAL FLY-IN 

April 28-29 

CMA 

MORE THINGS TO PONDER— 

If quitters never win, and winners never quit, what fool came 

up with, "Quit while you're ahead"? 

Do people in Australia call the rest of the world "up over"?  

Can a stupid person be a smart-ass?  

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwash-

ing liquid made with real lemons?  AND 

Why can't a woman put on mascara with her mouth closed?  


