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SAN DIEGO FLY-IN, September 9, 2016 - The AIRVENTURERS flying 

club made a much anticipated trip to the San Diego TRACON (as 

in Terminal Radar Approach Control) facility today. Leading the way was Sid Djanogly 

who made all of the security arrangements ahead of time. Also making the trip was an as-

sortment of aircraft -- 2 Moonies, 2 C-182s, a Bonanza, and a Baron all landing at Mont-

gomery Field. Sid piloted the shuttle van to our destination. After a thorough security 

check, we were allowed to enter the premises whereupon we discovered that someone had 

locked the keys in the van. Oh well, we would worry about that later. 

 

Inside, we were met by FAA controller Rob Reddeg who introduced us to the TRACON 

operations. From this hardened building, all air traffic in southern California is controlled. 

It is actually six TRACONs in one and the busiest terminal ATC facility in the world with 

almost 2.2 million operations last year. Rob's big message for all of us was that no matter 

how short your trip may be, please use flight following! Controllers like to know what 

we are doing rather than guess what we might be doing unexpectedly. Sometimes, us little 

guys feel like we shouldn't bother the controllers because they are busy. Not true! Control-

lers for the most part, love to help out. If you are lost or disoriented, don't hesitate to ask 

for help. There are no negative consequences in doing this and it might just save your skin. 

We watched a video which illustrated a number of "saves" due to controllers providing 

lifesaving guidance, encouragement or advice to pilots finding themselves in a terrible 

pickle. 

 

We next split into groups with one going to the practice and training area while the other 

went to watch over the shoulders of the live controllers at work. In the training area, Rob 

showed us the primary display and the information it portrayed. Incredibly, the screen had 

numerous dots, squiggles and lines on it but no 

markings. The controllers all knew what those things 

meant. Aircraft markers with vital info for each were 

overlaid on top of the display and were constantly 

moving in relation to each other. The name of the 

game is to keep these blips from converging on each 

other. That's why the blips with no info (that would 

be us if not talking to ATC) definitely appeared to be 

loose playing pieces on the game board and a poten-

tial problem. The "live" part of the facility was very 

hush-hush and all business. It's no wonder when you 

think of what is at stake here if even the smallest 

error occurs. There were 36 displays in three sepa-

rate aisles. We were able to talk with the controller 

over the Simi Valley practice area while he paused from time to time to give instructions to 

Southwest jets on final approach into Burbank. He never skipped a beat while working us 

into his conversation. These guys are pros! After bidding Rob farewell and promising that 

we would spread the message about flight following to our compatriots, we then faced our 

next real world challenge: how to get into the van. It was an interesting dynamic at play. 

Joel immediately located a coat hanger and was trying to fish for the door handle through a 

small opening in the window. Some said it couldn't be done and that we should call for an 

Uber ride immediately. But as Joel kept trying different angles and approaches to that door 
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DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Oct. 16th 

Marie Callender’s 

14743 Ventura Blvd 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 7:00 

$26/person 

 

Our distinguished speaker 

will be  

Greg Chapek 
The Rocket Scientist  

Returns!  

  

Don’t Miss This! 

 

Please reserve on the web 

at airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

If you can’t join us for   

dinner, feel free to just 

come visit and hear the 

presentation. 

 
 

 

Car-Pool If You Can 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday October 29th 

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 



 

 

 AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

10/15 Miller Felker Y      Y  

10/15 Punt Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y    Y 

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y   

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

6/16 Kaiser Hultman Y                               Y  

2016 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

                     DINNER                BOARD       

Jan. 
                        17                           30                

Feb.                         21                           27 

Mar.                         20                           26 

Apr.                         17                           30 

May                         15                          28 

June                         12                           25 

July                                                        30 

Aug.                                                        27 

Sept.  SAT NIGHT   17 

Oct.                         16                           29 

Nov.                         13                           19 

Dec. 
                          3                           17 

2016 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 3 Museum of  Aviation Savage 

Feb. 13 Indio Date Festival Eisenberg 

Mar. 12 Perris Valley Cashin 

Apr. 16 5th Annual Poker Run Klenner/Cheer 

May 20-22 Kartchner Caverns Busick 

June 5 Santa Maria Brunch Stewart/Barton 

July 1-5 Washington Barlowe 

Aug. 6 Club Picnic Lane 

Sept. 9 Tracon, San Diego Djanogly 

Sept. 30 AOPA in Prescott Cashin 

Nov. 4-6 Palm Springs Simansky 

Dec.3 Holiday Party Stewart 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HOST AND  

CO/HOST 

handle, people started guiding him because he could not see what he was doing. Eventually he snagged the handle but could not 

get the right leverage. Then Henry Punt's cane came to the rescue along with a broom from the security shack and the door 

popped open. Joel says, "Never give up. Never surrender." It was a great team effort. 

 

After a wonderful lunch at the notable Studio Diner, we were dropped at the airport for the ride home. And yes, we all used 

flight following talking with our new friends. 

 
See you around, 

 

Mike Savage, President 

(Continued from page 1) 



 

 

 



 

 
MAX-GROSS WEIGHT OPS - AVWEB 

 
Structurally, there are no adverse implications when operating at gross weight. 

But performance is drastically affected, especially when you need it most. 

Remember that exhilaration you felt soloing? How the plane climbed like a scalded cat once the portly in-

structor vacated the right seat? Gross-weight takeoffs have the opposite feeling. Instead of seeing blue sky, 

you will be seeing tree tops for an extended period of time. 

One gross weight fallacy is the mistaken belief that because it is certified and the legal measure of aircraft per-

formance capability, it is somehow always achievable and therefore something a pilot is entitled to. But even 

in the best of conditions, an overloaded aircraft will have a shallow, anemic climb. Add a rough runway sur-

face, a hot day, a high-altitude airport (Big Bear, Mammoth) and an obstruction, and the takeoff attempt may 

not end well. 

The AOPA Air Safety Institute’s 22nd Annual Nall report summarized the aircraft accidents (nine total; one 

fatal) related to weight and density altitude in 2011. One of it’s conclusions: “...no deaths resulted from the 

seven accidents arising from decisions to abort takeoff attempts. Overruns tend to be safer than trying to 

force an aircraft to fly.” 

Conditioning is one reason pilots misjudge gross-

weight takeoff performance. Most of our flight time 

is logged at well below gross weight. We get used 

to the way the plane jumps into the sky alone or 

with a single passenger. While pilots are book 

smart on the degraded performance that comes with 

gross weights, takeoff performance at gross weight 

is truly experiential learning. 

You owe it to yourself and your passengers to not 

be caught off-guard. There is no mistaking the 

sharp-edged awareness of an approaching 50-foot 

obstacle or the dawning reality of the need to use 

two-thirds of the available runway. It isn’t some-

thing we typically practice, but when you fill the 

seats and tanks, that conditioning is something 

you’ll experience first-hand. 

“The maximum allowable weight for an aircraft is 

determined by design considerations,” according to 

the FAA’s Weight and Balance Handbook. 

“However, the maximum operational weight may 

be less than the maximum allowable weight due to 

such considerations as high-density altitude or high-drag field conditions caused by wet grass or water on the 

runway. The maximum operational weight may also be limited by the departure or arrival airport’s runway 

length” 



 

 

Tour Palm Springs 

One of the world's largest collections 

of flyable World War II aircraft 

Over 40 flyable & static planes on display 

Get close to vintage World War II and 

Korean/Vietnam era aircraft 

Balance due by 

October 17, 2016 

Tour a Windmill Farm 

INCLUDES: 

 

Hotel                        Transportation 

Windmill Tour       Air Museum Tour 

2 full cooked to order breakfasts 

2 receptions with snacks & beverages 

(including mixed drinks) 

Send $100.00 deposit 

(payable to Airventurers) to: 

Dan & Lorraine Simansky 

17068 Burton St. 

Van Nuys, CA  91406 

(818) 344-7455 

CANCELLATION AFTER OCTOBER 31, 2016 FORFEITS 1 NIGHT HOTEL ROOM 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST COLLECTIONS 

OF FLYABLE WORLD WAR II AIRCRAFT 

OVER 40 FLYABLE & STATIC PLANES ON DISPLAY 

GET CLOSE TO VINTAGE WORLD WAR II AND 

KOREAN/VIETNAM ERA AIRCRAFT 

Send $100.00 deposit 
(payable to Airventurers) to: 

Dan & Lorraine Simansky 

17068 Burton St. 

Van Nuys, CA  91406 

(818) 344-7455 

GO INSIDE THE FENCES ONTO PRIVATE PROPERTY 

SEE SEVERAL FORMS OF SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 

GET AN UP-CLOSE VIEW OF WINDMILLS 

LEARN WHY SOME WINDMILLS INSTALLED OVER 

THE LAST 35 YEARS FAILED AND SOME SUCCEEDED 

$500.00/couple  ($515.24 w/credit card) 

$405.00/single    ($417.40 w/credit card) 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

October  

1 AOPA in Prescott 

16 Dinner meeting 

29 Board meeting 

November  

4 Windmills in Palm Springs 

13 Dinner meeting 

19 Board meeting 

December  

3 Holiday Party 

17 Board meeting 

  

Airventurers mourn the loss of Cassy 

Frangos and extend sincere condo-

lences to Anarg and his family. 

QUESTION OF THE DAY— 

Did you know that dolphins are so intelligent that 

within only a few weeks of captivity, they can train 

people to stand at the very edge of the pool and 

throw them fish? 

It’s time to start thinking about what you 

can do for Airventurers in 2017. We have 

four elected officers: President, Vice-

President, Treasurer and Secretary. Volun-

teer positions include that of Fly-In Chair-

man, Dinner Chairman, Speaker Chairman, 

Safety Chairman and Membership Chair-

man. In addition, there are also four Board 

Members. Please think about where your 

talents lie and what you can do for 

Airventurers, and volunteer. You won’t be 

sorry—being on the board is very reward-

ing. You’ll always know what’s going on 

and you’ll get a special gift at the holiday 

party. 

GETTING READY TO PARTY 


