
 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday May 28th 

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

Official Publication of Airventurers, a Non-Profit Pilot’s Association               Volume 56, No. 5, May 2016 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, May 15th 

Valley Inn 

4557 Sherman Oaks Ave. 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 7:00 

 

Our speakers will be      

Sgts. Marin and DeMolina 

from the LAPD                

Air Support Division, 

which is the largest  

municipal airborne law  

enforcement operation in 

the world, with the nation’s 

largest rooftop heliport. 

  

Please reserve on the web 

at airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

If you can’t join us for din-

ner, feel free to just come 

visit and hear the speaker. 

 

You Don’t Want to Miss 

This! 

 

Dear Airventurers, 

A busy schedule and some unruly weather has kept me from flying for the last 

three weeks.  But today, I determined that that must change.  So after going to 

the Airtel at Van Nuys at 9 a.m. and listening to Rod Machado for about 45 

minutes, I broke free to buy some donuts and conduct our monthly board meet-

ing in a spritely fashion.  I appreciated the Barlowes visiting and updating us on 

their plans for an exciting time in Washington in July.  Kartchner Caverns is in 

just three weeks and promises to be a lot of fun.  Bernie took meticulous 

minutes and we had good input from everybody.  We have two months 

(October and November) for which we have no fly-in hosts.  I hope one of you 

will step up and take us to a place you’ve always wanted to go.  With no further 

business we adjourned and I skedaddled back to the Airtel.   

We broke for lunch and went to DeFrancos with Stu Ross and Mark Cheer for 

some amazing sandwiches.  But there was something about Rod Machado’s 

presentation that just made me want to fly so after saying good-bye to a great 

gathering of flying friends,  I went over to the plane and took ‘er up to knock 

off the rust. 

I went up near Agua Dulce and did a touch-and-go.  I set up for landing on 

nearby small mesa top strips.  I practiced stalls, steep turns and spirals, chan-

delles, lazy eights and just goofed off having fun.  Coming back through the 

Newhall Pass, I turned left and did a touch-and-go at Whiteman.  Back at Van 

Nuys, I stayed in the east pattern and played with the tricky winds as formations 

of Condors and other planes flew over the 94th Aero Squadron in memorium.  

Several touch-and-goes later, I taxied back to Skid Row very glad to have made 

the effort to relearn it all over again.   I guess Leonardo was right when he 

said…. 

 

 

 

 

 

See you around, 

Mike Savage, President 



 

 

 AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y                                Y 

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y    Y 

10/15 Miller Felker Y      Y  

10/15 Punt Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y    Y 

2/16 Landi Eisenberg Y   

2/16 Hnarakis Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                               Y 

2016 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

                     DINNER                BOARD       

Jan. 
                        17                           30                

Feb.                         21                           27 

Mar.                         20                           26 

Apr.                         17                           30 

May                         15                          28 

June                         12                           25 

July                                                        30 

Aug.                                                        27 

Sept.                         18                           24 

Oct.                         16                           29 

Nov.                         13                           19 

Dec. 
                          3                           17 

2016 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 3 Museum of  Aviation Santa 

Paula 

Savage 

Feb. 13 Indio Date Festival Eisenberg 

Mar. 12 Perris Valley Cashin 

Apr. 16 5th Annual Poker Run Klenner/Cheer 

May 20-22 Kartchner Caverns Busick 

June 5 Santa Maria Brunch Stewart/Barton 

July 1-5 Washington Barlowe 

Aug. 13 Club Picnic Lane 

Sept. 10-11 Tracon, San Diego Djanogly 

Oct. 8-9 TBD  

Nov.  TBD  

Dec.3 Holiday Party Stewart 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HOST AND  

CO/HOST 

5TH ANNUAL POKER RUN: A HUGE SUCCESS, even tho wild and wooly winds kept most of us 

(except Tony Albany) on the ground. There are 3 windsocks at Whiteman—all were pointing in different direc-

tions when we left. But Airventurers are resourceful—we make lemonade out of lemons. Mark and Teri Cheer and 

Mike and Lois Savage collected the card boxes from the airports they’d been sent to, so we all got our five cards. 

The envelopes were opened after lunch and I think Jeff Siebert won not only first and second-best hands, but also a 

booby prize!  

After flying, Airventurers value eating and talking, and there was plenty of both. Teri and Lois cooked a fabulous 

BBQ lunch for us—$5 each (they can cater my parties any time). Thanks to all for a fun day. 



 

 

 



 

 

Hosted by Cliff Busick & Darrell Shy  
Send your check made out to Airventurers ASAP to Cliff at  

 25843 Webster Place 

Stevenson Ranch 91381 or reserve on line 

Experience a stunning limestone cave in Southeastern Arizona that boasts 

world-class features. This “live” cave, discovered in 1974, is host to a wide va-

riety of unique minerals and formations. Water percolates from the surface 

and calcite formations continue to grow, including stalactites dripping down 

like icicles and giant stalagmites reaching up from the ground. Tour guides 

will unveil this fascinating underground landscape during a memorable 1½ 

hour tour.  

The cave's existence became public knowledge in 1988 when its purchase was 

approved as an Arizona State Park. Extraordinary precautions have been tak-

en during its development to conserve the cave's near-pristine condition. 

Many of the formations you will see have been continuously growing for tens 

of thousands of years. 

Fly into Benson Mun (E95), Where the Fuel is Cheap and 

the FBO is Eager to Please 

approx. $235 per couple, $170 per single or 

$242.33 and $175.39 with a credit card 



 

 OVER MGTW (MAXIMUM GROSS TAKEOFF WEIGHT)? -  excerpted from Aviation Safety 

There’s a reason the airplanes we fly come with a weight limit. It’s there to ensure they can meet our expectations 

for performance and structural integrity. 

Flying—or attempting to fly—an airplane heavier than the maximum gross takeoff weight is stupid, illegal, and 

just not a good idea. Even if you manage by superior airmanship, dumb luck or a combination of both to achieve 

flight, staying airborne, and getting to your destination and landing safely could be a major challenge. However, 

it’s definitely possible under the right circumstances. Long runways, cool temperatures, a gentle touch on the con-

trols and staying within the aircraft’s CG range are key, and minimize, but do not eliminate, the additional risk. 

Change any one of those variables, and the risk can increase dramatically. 

It shouldn’t come as a  surprise that an overloaded aircraft won’t perform as its manufacturer intended. It will take 

more power to taxi, the takeoff will use much more runway, it will climb slowly and stall at higher-than-published 

airspeeds. It will fly slower and consume more fuel, and with a greater angle of attack. 

So, what to do. First choice would be to unload baggage, passengers, 

or fuel. If  that’s not an option, and you know the weight is and will 

remain within the CG, there are a couple of things you can do. Hold 

the brakes and set full throttle. The mixture setting should ensure 

full power and adequate cooling. Once the brakes are released, 

streamline the controls to minimize drag and attempt liftoff only 

when the plane feels ready. After liftoff, lower the nose to stay in 

ground effect and accelerate at least to VY before climbing. Get the 

flaps and gear retracted as soon as a positive climb rate is estab-

lished. Be prepared for a much lower-than-normal climb rate.  Moni-

tor oil and cylinder temperatures; enrichen the mixture to help with 

cooling if needed. Handle the plane gently; do not make any abrupt control movements, especially in regards to 

pitch. Avoid flight conditions where there might be turbulence. Also avoid using the autopilot, until enough fuel is 

burned off to be at or below MGTW.  Cruise fuel consumption likely will be higher, as will the airplane’s nose-up 

attitude in level flight. Do not fly in the airspeed indicator’s yellow arc, if any. Plan to burn off enough fuel to be 

below any landing weight restriction at your destination. And good luck. 

One of the unfortunate myths of general 

aviation is that a Piper Cherokee 6 will 

carry whatever you can cram inside. More 

than a few pilots closed their logbooks for-

ever after finding out it’s not true. 

A TASTE OF WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE NEXT DINNER MEETING ON MAY 15TH 



 

 

Airventurers 

we’re meeting for 

Wake up  
       Early! 
      

Sunday Brunch 
at the 

Radisson Hotel 
Santa Maria Airport (SMX) 

Date: 5 June 2016 

Time: 11:00 am 

Price: $33.15/person or $34.45 with CC 

Hosts: Fred Stewart & Richard Franco 
Please make check payable to Airventurers and mail before May 31st c/o  

Judy Rifkin, 29630 Ridgeway Dr., Agoura Hills CA 91301 



 

 

Send $100 to Reserve to Judy Rifkin 

29630 Ridgeway Dr. Agoura Hills 91301 

ASAP –ONLY 8 ROOMS RESERVED 

Contact Gene Barlowe for more info: 

805-530-2712 or gbarlowe@pacbell.net 

 

Arrive July 1—Depart July 5 
$700/couple ($721.22 w credit card) - $350/person, double occupancy ($360.77 w credit card 

On Friday night, we’ll enjoy Happy Hour and a BBQ at the Barlowe’s and a crab fest on Sunday 
(and you all know what a great cook Bonnie is) 

all other meals on your own 

On Saturday, we'll drive west along the Columbia River to the 

coast, then visit Cape Disappointment State Park. We’ll 

cross the Megler Bridge, the longest continuous truss 

bridge in North America, to Astoria 

 
We’ll visit the 90-year-old  

Astoria Column & 
Ft. Clatsop, where Lewis & Clark 

spent the winter of  1805 

On Sunday, we’ll tour Longview, enjoy beer & 

crabs at the Barlowe’s, then head out to the                     

Cardboard Boat Regatta 

On Monday, we’ll enjoy the Timbersports Competition & Fireworks 

On Tuesday, we’ll head for home, unless you want to stay and visit  
Mt. St. Helens 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

May  

15 Dinner Meeting 

22-22 Kartchner Caverns, Arizona 

28 Board Meeting 

June  

5 Brunch at Santa Maria 

12 Dinner Meeting 

25 Board Meeting 

July  

1-5 Longview, WA 

30 Board Meeting 

 

Basic Flying Rules:  
1. Try to stay in the middle of the air.  

2. Do not go near the edges of it.  

3. The edges of the air can be recognized by the  

appearance of ground, buildings, sea, trees and  

interstellar space. It is much more difficult to fly there.  

 

Yay! Nothing to report! 

The TSA had some interesting things to say about Global Entry and  TSA Precheck, what’s allowed on flights, what’s 

not, and why. 


