
 

 

 

 

Dear Airventurers and Friends,  

November is upon us and the Holiday Party is just around the corner.  But don’t 

forget about our last fly-in of the year to Laughlin.  Please get your money in to 

Don Eisenberg ASAP to reserve your spot. 

Now back to the Holiday Party… 

Last Saturday, Fred Stewart and I were forced to go to the Proud Bird to try some 

of the dishes that we will be served.  I had the salmon and Fred had the prime rib.  

Both were excellent.  The room we are in this year is much more spacious than last 

year’s.  We have a large dance floor to use and a wonderful reception area that will 

allow us to spread out.  Hopefully, this year we will not have to deal with traffic 

snarls on the I-405.  

You can arrive at your 

leisure, get settled, re-

lax, hob-nob a bit, get 

fed, race through the 

boring business, clap 

for the clever entertain-

ment and then dance the 

night away.  Our DJ, 

Gene “Disco Machine” Barlowe will be spinning the platters.  Hopefully you’ll 

stay past ten as it is not a school night and you won’t be in a hurry to get the 

babysitter home because they are now charging $10 an hour! 

We’ve had a wonderful year and did some memorable things.  Come to the Holiday 

Party and relive some of those memories.  Apologies for the price hike in the tick-

ets this year – It couldn’t be helped as the price of a good meal just doesn’t stay 

flat.  I derive great satisfaction as people tell me each year that we just had the best 

party ever.  We have planned a couple of new twists for this one and hope to again 

exceed your expectations. 

As we move into this special time of year, let’s all be thinking of those less for-

tunate both at home and abroad and how we can in some small way alleviate 

suffering somewhere.  May we always be thankful for the blessings we have.  

Our families, our health, a roof over our heads and food to eat.  Please take a 

moment to thank those near and dear to us.  Thank the soldier that sacrifices to 

ensure the blessings of freedom that you enjoy.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiv-

ing! 

Mike Savage, President 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Nov. 21st 

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 
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DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Nov. 15th 

Marie Callender’s 

14743 Ventura Blvd. 

Cocktails at 6:00 

Dinner at 7:00 

$26/person 

Choice of Entrees & 

PIE 

 

The speaker will be our 

own 

Don Eisenberg,  

on the exciting 2015 Air 

Rally to the Dominican 

Republic, the West Indies, 

& the Bahamas 

 

& 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

 

Please reserve on the web 

at Airventurers.org or at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

 

If you can’t join us for 

dinner, feel free to just 

come visit and hear the 

speaker. 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         FLY-IN                                          

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y                                Y 

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y  

3/15 Haarmann Klenner Y     Y                         Y 

3/15 Ross Klenner Y      Y                      Y    Y                          

10/15 Miller Felker Y        

10/15 Punt Eisenberg Y      Y  

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

PASO ROBLES—Lonnie Felker asked me, as a participant in his recent fly-in to Paso Robles, to write the article 

for the flyer. This is exactly the kind of guy we are lucky to have in Airventurers…a generous spirit and excellent 

event planner…who, by the way,  isn’t at all comfortable tooting his own horn. However, I have to tell you right now 

that there is going to be quite a bit of tooting! 

Lonnie and his lovely lady, Lisa Legaspi, met us at the door as we walked into the terminal. There was a large mount-

ed photo of the airport on a tripod. Our first task as participants was to sign the photo. I have been to a lot of fly-ins 
and this was a first. After signing the photo, we were each handed a small “welcome” bag that contained goodies for 

the weekend, including our itinerary, a pen, a pad of paper etc, Once again, the thoughtfulness of our hosts was obvi-

ous. 

Clearly organized and in communication with the luncheon staff, we were ushered into the airport restaurant, the ta-

bles already arranged for our private use, and the staff completely prepared. All orders were taken almost instantly, 
after which Lonnie and Lisa herded us into a very plush van. The next thing I knew we were at the wine tasting estab-

lishment. Again, the staff was waiting for us and we were escorted into a private tasting room. We tasted and then 
went out onto a beautiful patio just for us, where an extra few bottles of vino were purchased. Not surprisingly, the 

laughter began and sixties songs began pouring out of us as the wine flowed in. However, the alcohol took its toll and 
off to the hotel we went. Again, the organization and forethought were completely impressive, as the staff had the 

necessary paperwork ready on the table, and the winos just had to sign their names and fall into their beds for much 

needed naps! 

Dinner that night was just a short walk from the hotel. You guessed it…a private room with two waiters dedicated to 

us and with a menu, prearranged by Lonnie,  that was beyond good. This was a BBQ place and my all time favorite is 
beef ribs, the big juicy ones. Of course they had a tub full, along with pulled pork, pork ribs, chicken, beans, coleslaw 

and the very best BBQ sauce this side of Texas. Oh yes, and did I mention this was an all you could eat affair? After 5 
beef  ribs I was barely able to waddle back to my room where, waiting for us, was another welcome bag with the itin-

erary, overviews of all the places we were going to visit, a few pieces of great chocolate, and a sleeping mask! 

After breakfast the next morning, even a shorter walk than dinner, we hopped into the van and drove off to one of the 

coolest museums I have visited, the Estrella Warbirds museum. It’s a very unique place, privately owned, and with no 



 

 

 

big money behind it… only the passion of its people. That passion really showed, we had a guide that brought the 

place to life, telling story after story about the displays from WW2,  Korean and Vietnam conflicts. There were planes, 
but that was just a small part of the experience.  Also on exhibit were bombs, rockets, missiles, tanks, jeeps, uniforms, 

and rare, very rare instrument panels from Nazi and Japanese planes. Then, to top it off, there was a huge car collec-
tion of, classics, race cars and everything in between. There was an example of the car driven by Bonnie and Clyde, 

along with a letter written by Clyde Barrow to the car manufacturer praising the speed and maneuverability that he 

really appreciated…funny. 

I have to say that there was so much attention paid to detail by Lonnie and Lisa that the outcome of this fly-in could 

have been nothing but fantastic and that's exactly what those quick 2 days in Paso Robles were, fantastic.  

Dedicated to the trip’s success, Lonnie had visited Paso Robles at least twice to set this all up and knew the routes to 

all our destinations like the back of his hand. When transitions go smoothly on these group outings, we’ve all been 
sufficiently involved to know the meticulous planning that creates that outcome. And we couldn’t be more apprecia-

tive of Lonnie and Lisa for a wonderful, easy, and enlightening weekend! 

Joel Kirschner 

 



 

 

1. Wright Flyer—the first plane to successfully take flight 

The Wright Flyer is famous for being the first airplane to successfully take flight. Designed and built by pioneering 

inventors and entrepreneurs Orville and Wilbur Wright, it achieved its feat on the beaches of Kitty Hawk, when Or-

ville Wright piloted the airborne plane for 12 short seconds, covering 120 feet. The flight may have been short, but 

it was to prove one of the moments of the century, and the brothers toured with their plane to show off their 

achievements to skeptical audiences throughout the world. It was during this tour that they flew about Le Mans in 

France and kick-started an aviation revolution across Europe that was to change the world.  

14 MOST IMPORTANT AIRPLANES OF ALL TIME 

(WHICH ARE ON YOUR LIST?) 

2. Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird—the fastest airplane ever built 

The Lockheed SR71 Blackbird was a long range, strategic 

reconnaissance aircraft operated by the US Air Force. De-

spite the fact that the Blackbird last flew in 1999, it still 

holds the record for the fastest flight speed ever recorded 

by an air-breathing manned aircraft at 2,193.2mph 

(3,529kph), a record that it has held - remarkably - since 

1976. It once flew from London to New York (a distance 

of 3461.53 miles or 5,570.79km) in a ridiculously fast 1 

hour 54 minutes in 1972, but Incredible speed was not the 

Blackbird's only selling point. Throughout its commission 

it was also the highest flying plane in the world, capable of 

flying at an altitude of 85,069 feet or 25,929m. Of course, 

these attributes were not just for show, they helped the 

plane carry out crucial reconnaissance missions without 

detection, and evade missile fire when under attack. 



 

 
3. Spitfire—the only plane to be manufactured throughout WWII 

The Supermarine Spitfire was used extensively by 

the British Royal Air Force and other Allied coun-

tries during and beyond World War II. It has 

achieved iconic status for its role during the Battle 

of Britain when used by heavily outnumbered al-

lied pilots to repel invaders from the German Luft-

waffe. It was also produced in greater numbers 

than any other British aircraft, and was the only 

plane to be continuously manufactured throughout 

the  war. It remained in production until 1954 

4. Benoist XIV—the first plane to fly a paying passenger 

The Wright Brothers had proved that man's 

dream of flying could become reality, but it was 

left to a tiny plane called the Benoist XIV to 

bring that dream to the paying market. The small 

plane was specifically designed in the hope of 

carrying passengers, but suffered problems in its 

early days. The summer of 1913 saw its first at-

tempts to establish itself as a passenger plane, but 

the plan failed and the aircraft was  wrecked. It 

wasn't until the winter of 1914 that the designer 

Thomas Benoist partnered with businessman Per-

cival Fansler to offer commercial flights between 

the Florida cities of St Petersburg and Tampa. 

Finally, on January 10th 1914 pilot Tony Jannus 

flew former St Petersburg mayor Abram C. Pheil 

across the route for the princely sum of $400.00. 

Although regular flights were priced at $5.00, 

Pheil had paid more at auction for the honor of 

being the very first passenger.  

 

                                                       (to be continued) 



 

 

LAUGHLIN 

Friday Nov.6th to Sunday Nov.8th 

 2 nights at the Aquarius Hotel 

 2 Cocktail Parties  

 Jet Boat to Havasu for lunch on Saturday 

(lunch is on your own) 

 Friday option for early arrivals: 

Lunch in historic Oatman, $10/person 

$398.14/couple or $195.07/single 

($410.35 or $201.20 with a credit card) 

Reserve on line ASAP or send a check for the whole 

amount to: 

Don Eisenberg 

5163 Valjean 

Encino 91436 

 



 

 

MULTIPLE MISSED APPROACHES – Pilot Workshops 

"As instrument pilots we know how to fly an approach 

to minimums and then, if the runway environment is not 

visible, fly the missed approach procedure. But when is 

it a good decision to try the approach again? When is it 

advisable to go to an alternate airport?" 

 

"Unfortunately, it's a common IFR error to try a single 

approach again and again, until impatience, stress or 

fuel issues result in an accident. 

To better manage the risks and temptations of flying 

multiple instrument approaches, first and foremost you 

must commit to flying the procedure precisely and by 

the book. Remember that fatigue, complacency and 

temptation to fly just a little lower are constant threats 

when flying multiple attempts at an approach in low  

IFR conditions. These threats are what make multiple 

approaches more dangerous than the first. 

 

To survive the risks of multiple approach attempts I of-

fer this Multiple Approach Survival Guide: If you miss 

an instrument approach, do not attempt the same ap-

proach again unless one of these three conditions exists: 

 

1. You have good reason to believe that the weather 

conditions that required you to miss were temporary 

and that they'll improve in time for your second at-

tempt; 

 

2. You can identify a specific technique or part of the 

procedure you flew incorrectly that caused you to miss, 

and which you can honestly say you'll get right the next 

time. For example, you may not have been completely 

set up at the final approach fix the first time, and were 

behind the airplane for the entire approach. This time 

you will be certain to be in configuration and on speed 

before the fix; or 

 

3. You're facing a true emergency and because of equip-

ment failure, unforeseen weather conditions or your 

own poor planning you have no better options within 

your remaining range and you must try again before you 

run out of fuel—a truly dire scenario. 

 

If none of these three conditions apply and you attempt 

a second approach anyway, you're just wasting time and 

the fuel you need to get somewhere else with better con-

ditions or lower approach minimums. More importantly, 

you're tempting the human failings that often turn multi-

ple approaches into accident reports." 

2016 FLY-INS (Not Carved in Stone) 

January   Santa Paula Open House      Savage 

February   Indio Date Festival       Eisenberg 

March    Perris Valley (will probably change)     Cashin 

April    Poker Run        Klenner 

May    Karchner Caverns       Busick & Shy 

June    Catalina BBQ        Barton & Stewart 

July    Small-town 4th of July celebration     Barlowe 

August    Annual summer picnic 

September   Mammoth Lakes       Rifkin 

October   Sedona         Kirschner 

November   Sequoia National Park, via Visalia 

 

Is there a destination you’d like to visit that’s not on this list? Some place you’ve always wanted to go, but you wanted 

to go with friends? Any place you’ve read about? Heard about? Contact Cliff Busick, 661-259-5703 or 661-400-1719 

and let him know.  VOLUNTEER—it’ll make you feel good and you’ll have lots of helpers! 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

Nov.  

6 Fly-in to Laughlin 

15 Dinner meeting & election 

21 Board meeting 

Dec.  

5 Holiday Party 

27 Board meeting 

Jan. 2016  

17 Dinner meeting 

  

30 Board meeting 

Airventurers wish a speedy recovery to Lois Sav-

age—enjoy the new hip! And we extend our sin-

cere condolences on the loss of 

your father.  

We’re also sending “get well” 

wishes to Cassie Frangos 

and Nancy Binn. 

The nominating committee has proposed the follow-

ing slate of officers for 2016: 

President   Mike Savage 

Vice-President   Jay Hultman 
Secretary   Bernie Harris 

Treasurer   Judy Rifkin 

 
In addition, nominations will be accepted from the 

floor. 
Appointed chairpersons are Fly-Ins, Dinner Meet-

ings, Speakers, Membership, Roster, Sunshine, Safe-
ty, Flyer, Webmaster, and Members-At-Large. If 

you don’t think you can serve as a full-time board 
member, please think about hosting a fly-in in 2016, 

or hosting or co-hosting the annual picnic or holiday 

party. 

 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDACELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS AT THE PROUD BIRDYS AT THE PROUD BIRD  

GOOD FRIENDS 

GOOD FOOD 

GOOD TIMES 

WATCH FOR YOUR INVITATION IN THE MAIL—BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

Question of the day: If all the world's a stage, where 

is the audience sitting?         


