
 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday July  18 

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

 

 

Hey Airventurers! 

Welcome to summer – the heat is on!   

I have so enjoyed our past two fly-ins because we got to expand our senses beyond normal powered flight.  During 

our indoor skydiving outing to Perris Valley, we were able to stretch our wings and fly like Peter Pan without strings!  

What a rush, what a sensation! 

Prior to that we were able to get in a glider and rely on a small 

tow plane to get us started.  Once he cut us loose, we went 

higher and higher without an engine until we were almost in 

the clouds.  We could hear the rush of the wind as we dove.  

We could hear the sound of silence as we came to a dead stop 

in a vertical stall.   

All of this exhilaration reminded me that we still need to be 

careful.  I share with you a story I heard in church more than 

20 years ago… 

“I was a newly minted glider pilot having soloed several weeks before.  I was so excited to go up again and stretch 

my new wings and was prepared to soar the day away like a bird.  In the skies above the SF Bay Area, I was not far 

from the cool Pacific Ocean with its endless miles of beaches and beautiful vistas.  The tow plane left me to my an-

ticipated adventure and when I was at about 5,000 feet I noticed a lone seagull out in front of me.  His wings were 

motionless as he plied the wind for lift just as I had.  Our speeds were so evenly matched and since I wanted to soar 

like a bird I decided that I would shadow my little feathered friend.  Where he soared, I would soar also.  When I got 

back, what a story I would tell about my flight along with Jonathan Livingston Seagull!  For what seemed like hours, 

we soared west out past the beaches, past the breakwater, past the outer markers and never once did I see his wings 

move.  We were soaring brothers!  I could no longer see the shoreline but I knew that Jonathan was totally comforta-

ble being out there.  This was his environment and I was there to share it with him. 

“I don’t think that seagulls can wink at you, or give you a wry sort of smile, but my placidness turned to dread as I 

saw Jonathan look back over his right shoulder at me as we made eye contact.  He then did a sharp 180 degree turn 

and started flapping his wings to make the long flight back to land…..” 

I hope we all fly and drive safe at all times.   

I’m looking forward to the picnic.  Please RSVP and we’ll see you there! 

Mike Savage, President 
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  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y                                Y 

1/15 Gura Klenner Y     Y    Y                         Y 

2/15 Melville Galgano Y     Y                       Y  

3/15 Seibert Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y                                Y 

3/15 Haarmann Klenner Y     Y                         Y 

3/15 Ross Klenner Y      Y                      Y    Y                          

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                28                                       22 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                18                                       

August                29 

September                26                                      20  . 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Lunch Busick 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run Morris 

May   9 Gliding at Crystalaire Cashin 

June  6 Indoor Skydiving Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Boujo 

Aug. 4-10 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    24-25 Paso Robles  Felker 

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

Frederik Haarmann got interested in aviation as a kid, building model planes. He started flying in NJ, and finished up 

his training at El Monte.  After renting for a while, he joined 8 Balls, and now Airventurers. His goal is not only to 

take advantage of the social aspect of Airventurers,  but to learn from the years of experience we have to offer.  

PERRIS INDOOR SKY-DIVING—Michael Klenner & Ethan Gura hosted this sensational day at Perris. 

What a blast! We met at the Bomb Shelter for a bite to eat and watched the jumpers while waiting for our gang to 

arrive, then we headed over to the wind tunnel for a brief class on hand signals and how to fly our bodies. After suit-

ing up, we all got a couple of turns in the tunnel with an instructor hovering the whole time. It was a little intimidat-

ing at first, but it was totally safe. The sensation was amazing—kind of like floating weightlessly in the Dead Sea—

altogether, an incredible experience.  We topped off the day with a visit to the March Field Air Museum (which you 

cannot get to easily if you fly to March, and they don’t plan to make it accessible from the general aviation ramp).  

Too bad, because it’s an interesting venue. Although we didn’t get to fly because of ceilings below minimums, Ethan 

got us there and back safely in a very comfortable van. 

 

Thanks, guys, for a great day!  (check out more pictures on the web—there’s also a video) 



 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Saturday, July 11th, 11:00 am 

Goleta Beach 
 

 

Yoni Boujo has graciously agreed to take on the job of 
chief cook and bottle-washer 

RSVP On Line or  at  818-761-0342 or  
britishmotorsyoni@gmail.com 

so he knows how much food to buy 
 

 FLYING IN ? 
Park at Atlantic Aviation 

Buy 7 gallons of fuel & they will waive the facility fee, 
BUT—there will still be a $15 security charge 

They need to know how many planes to expect, so 
please RSVP 

 
Bring your horseshoes, hula hoops, bocce balls, bathing 

suits and APPETITES AND a HOMEMADE DESSERT 
Impartial judges will pick this year’s winners! 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

July  

11 Club picnic 

18 Board Meeting 

August  

4 Sun Valley 

29 Board Meeting 

Sept.  

20 Fiesta 

26 Board Meeting 

 

 

The FAA Has Issued An Advisory For All Aircraft, Whether Large Or Small, To Use Their Transponders 

In The Altitude Reporting Mode On The Ground 
There was a time when transponders first entered wide use in general aviation that the rule was to always have it off or in 

standby on the ground, and to be prepared to use the standby mode if a controller requested it in flight. In those early days it 

was possible to overload the capability of controllers to follow transponder traffic. That’s changed, but there is still one very spe-

cial place and time when transponders must be deactivated. 

The FAA has recently issued a Safety Alert for Operators (SAFO) advising all operators and pilots of the need to ensure that tran-

sponders be on and in the altitude reporting mode whenever their aircraft is on an airport movement area at all airports. 

This is because the FAA uses airport surface surveillance capabilities at some of the busiest airports in the U.S. to determine air-

craft and vehicle location when they are operating on an airport movement area. Runway safety systems, such as Airport Surface 

Detection EquipmentModel X and Advanced Surface Movement Guidance and Control System use data from surface movement 

radar and aircraft transponders to obtain accurate aircraft and vehicle locations. 

The effectiveness of these grounded detection systems is dependent on operators equipping and operating cooperative surveil-

lance capabilities (i.e., altitude reporting transponders). Nationwide, airports with the systems report an average of twenty non-

compliance transponder events per day, even with airport diagram or ATIS, or both, verbiage directing pilots to operate with 

transponders on. The FAA is asking that all aircraft operating on all airport movement areas at all airports to have their tran-

sponders on in the altitude reporting mode, even if the airport is not equipped with the ground surveillance radar. And after 

landing, leave your transponder on the last assigned code until parked. 

Even though the FAA is making quite an issue of using your transponder and altitude reporting at all times, there is one major 

exception to this rule and it’s coming up at the end of July. For those of you flying to EAA AirVenture, the NOTAM published for 

arrival and departure procedures into Wittman Regional Airport includes a paragraph with the following statement regarding the 

FISK VFR arrival to Oshkosh: “Ensure lights are on and transponder set to Standby within 30 miles of OSH.” Be sure to read 

the NOTAM carefully. 

Claudio Losacco, Safety Officer 

NOTHING NEW TO REPORT 



 

 

 

THE SEPT. 20TH DINNER MEETING 

WILL BE A  

FF II EE SS TTAA   
Casa de Rifkin 

29630 Ridgeway Dr., Agoura Hills 

6:30 until you get tired 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT MENU  

INCLUDES: 

SALAD 

CHICKEN 

BEEF 

CARNITAS 

RICE & BEANS 

ALL THE FIXIN’S 

DESSERT & DRINKS 

$15/PERSON CASH OR CHECK 

$15.76/PERSON CREDIT CARD 

We’re Ordering In, so You Must 

R.S.V.P.—No Last Minute  

Walk-Ins, Please 

818-706-6041 or judyrifkin1@charter.net or at 

Airventurers.org 

Got a guitar or other 
music maker? Bring it! Got pictures to share? 

Bring ‘em! 
Feel like baking? We 
feel like eating! 



 

 

Greg Chapek is presented with his certificate of appreciation, his Airventurer letter opener, and a club pin by presi-

dent Mike Savage at the June dinner meeting. Greg is not only a real rocket scientist, but is also a docent at the 

California Science Center, where the Endeavour is on display, and his presentation dealt with life on the Space 

Station, the shuttles and the rocket engines that got them up there, and touched a bit on what the future holds for 

space exploration. It was a most interesting, informative and entertaining presentation. 


