
 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Apr. 25th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

Dear Airventurers,  

My thoughts have been filled with our upcoming Poker Run; now less than two weeks 

away.  Much time and effort has been expended by a few to make sure that many (and 

that’s us) have a fun and rewarding experience.   

I’ve heard there is an old medical school adage of “See one, do one, teach one” (I hope 

that’s not entirely true when it comes to having brain surgery performed on me).  Last 

year, Robert Morris co-hosted the Poker Run with me and he “saw one.”  I then asked 

him to “Do one.”   

Robert has taken what he saw in our previous Poker Runs and has tried to expand it in 

scope and dimension.  He extensively researched Poker Runs held by other organiza-

tions.  Two things he noticed were: first, they appeal to audiences outside of their core 

membership and second, they were used as a charity fundraiser.   

So rather than only being a simple Fly-in amongst just us few, Robert decided that we 

could reach outside of our membership roster and contact many SoCal pilots and show 

them the benefits of belonging to a club like the Airventurers.  He also wanted to show 

the outside public that we were an organization that could give back to the community 

and added a charity fundraising aspect to the event.  Being the organizer, he selected 

the Real Bark as the beneficiary of our fund raising efforts.  Robert and his wife Jana 

are well acquainted with this organization and the good work that they do rescuing 

abandoned and neglected dogs (you can see for yourself at www.therealbark.org).  Are 

there other worthwhile charities out there that we could have chosen?  The answer is 

yes.  Another charity could be selected next year when someone new steps up to do the 

Poker Run (Robert will “teach one”). 

For the real card sharps out there, Robert added the possibility to buy an extra card for 

$20/each and proof that you visited extra airports.  With 8 cards in your hand, you 

could literally end up with 8 aces of spades (a very good hand) but you would discard 

three to have 5 aces of spades.  With all that extra flying, you would truly have your 

hands full (yuck, yuck). 

Robert, the Real Bark and others have solicited some great items to give away as prizes 

to the winners and as items to be used in the silent auction.  You could walk away with 

some valuable stuff.  See the ad on page 4 for some examples. 

Thank you Robert and your crew (Marc Furlong & Stuart Ross) for thinking big and 

doing something different.  We’ll learn important lessons from this event that we can 

pass on to the next organizer, right? 

Anyway, a big day is in store.  But we still need your help in getting the word out to 

your friends.  Is there anything that you can donate?  We may be soliciting you for 

some help on setup, cooking, clean up or checking in as the crowd gets bigger.  We 

hope you will register ASAP so we can get a feel for the numbers to plan for.  See you 

there! 

Mike Savage, President 
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DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Apr. 19th 

Marie Callender’s 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$26/person 

Our speaker will be 

Herman Posada 
who flies the Global Hawk 

             

 

 

 

 

 

This promises to be a  

most interesting meeting! 
 

please RSVP on line at               

AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS 

THIS. CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO 

JUST COME FOR THE      

PROGRAM  

http://www.therealbark.org


 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y                                Y 

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y     Y                       Y    Y                         Y 

1/15 Gura Klenner Y   

2/15 Melville Galgano Y                               Y  

3/15 Seibert Eisenberg Y      Y                      Y  

3/15 Haarmann Klenner    

3/15 Ross Klenner Y                               Y    Y 

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                28                                       22 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                18                                       

August                29 

September                26                                      20  . 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Lunch Busick 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run Morris 

May   9 Gliding at Crystalaire Cashin 

June  6 Indoor Skydiving Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Figueroa 

Aug. 4-10 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    24-25 Paso Robles  Felker 

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

Our newest applicant  missed the roster by a week, so please add Stuart Ross, 7906 Willow Glen Rd, L.A. 90046. 

(H): 323-650-8580, (W): 310-273-2266, (C): 323-697-3109 Email: s.ross@earthlink.net. Stuart produces music festi-

vals and manages musicians, and flies the 8 Ball planes at VNY. He flies primarily for the adventure and the fun, and 

is working on his IFR. 

TEMECULA 2015—And Marv Rifkin does it again! 

The fly-in to Temecula went off without a hitch, including 

mostly VFR weather and no bumps. Unfortunately, he 

couldn’t control the traffic on the ground, so we were a 

few minutes late to our docent-led tour of the lovely little 

Temecula History Museum and tour of Old Town. After 

that, we headed to Baily’s for lunch and music, but the 

best-laid plans, as they say. So some of us wandered off to  

various locales for food and fiddling, but we all met up to 

“van” back to the hotel for cocktails, fried chicken and 

pizza. Because the theater was closed for renovations, we 

each got $20 back to spend on whatever, and some of us 

headed back to Baily’s to spend it. The music was great, as 

was the people-watching. Sunday morning came too soon, 

but the flight home was also mostly VFR, smooth, and to 

top it off, at CMA, we got to log about 30 seconds of actu-

al!  

There’s more to Temecula than just a burger at the French Valley Airport! It’s a neat little town and worth a visit. 



 

 

 

There’s more to Temecula than just a burger at the French Valley Airport! It’s a neat little town and worth a visit. 



 

 

 



 

 

MAY 9TH 

Tim Cashin 

310-450-2633 

tim@cashins.org 
MORE INFO AS WE GET 

CLOSER 

We’ll fly out to Crystalaire Airport (46CN) and go through a ground program, then 30 minutes of 

dual. Cost for all glider instruction, tow charges and flight time is $100 per person, based on a 

group of 10 or more. Flight time can be extended to 45 minutes for an additional $49. Lunch will 

be additional. 

 

Visit their web site at www.soaringacademy.org. See what’s up, check out  photos and videos. 

There is also a cool article about them at the AOPA web site at http://www.aopa.org/News-and-

Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school.  

 

What’s next? The final details are being worked out, but here’s the deal: 

 

Sign up sooner rather than later. They’ve asked for a preliminary head count by April 3 and fi-

nal numbers by April 24. 

 

April 23 will be the last day to sign up!!! Yes, that’s two weeks before the event, but they need 

their own planning/scheduling lead time. 

 

If you’re planning to fly to Crystal, you must have prior permission. Proof of insurance is re-

quired by the April 23 deadline. Details to follow. Crystal’s Standard Operating Procedures 

will be provided for those flying there. 

http://www.soaringacademy.org
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school


 

 
Improving Your Stick and Rudder Skills: Seaplanes and Taildraggers 

Reprinted from AOPA ePilot for educational purposes 

March 23, 2015 by Rob Mark  

 

In mid-January, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) released some cold, hard facts. “Between 

2001 and 2011, over 40 percent of fixed wing general aviation fatal accidents occurred because pilots lost con-

trol of their airplanes.” You might be surprised to learn that when The Boeing Company studied commercial 

jet accidents around the world between 2004 and 2013, the cause that resulted in more fatalities than any other 

– by a 2 to 1 margin actually – was Loss of Control Inflight (LOC-I). What we don’t know of course is why 

this keeps happening? 

While the relationship between LOC-I precursors and actual loss of control is still being investigated, it’s clear 

that pilots of all categories are, at times, simply unable to fly their airplanes out of situations in which they find 

themselves. Cockpit automation has often been pegged as a likely culprit. Today, we’re going to do our part to 

slow the advance of LOC-I by turning off all the cockpit automation and hand-flying the airplane more often. 

Two ways I learned to be more closely tied to my airplane was to check out in a taildragger and earn my sea-

plane rating. Both require all hands on the controls from the moment you turn over the engine until shutdown. 

While flying both can be challenging at times, I’ve found the skills they build have truly made me a better pilot 

and instructor. 

Dragging My Tail 

I learned to fly a 7ECA Citabria many years ago after I bought it. I thought it was just an airplane with the 

steering wheel on the wrong end – although it used a control stick and not a wheel. Wrong again. For starters, 

the view out the cockpit window was different from the tricycle gear aircraft I’d flown because the tail-

dragger’s nose sits high on the ground. That makes taxiing … interesting. Lots of rudder and brakes to turn the 

aircraft, or even keep it heading straight, especially when a strong breeze starts blowing. My first few hours 

with an instructor produced a great logbook entry … “N8300V 1.5 of crash and dash,” he wrote. I was morti-

fied. After all, I already held a commercial pilot certificate. I’d pour the coals to it on takeoff and of course, 

with P-factor, torque and everything else, the Champ would head to the left side of the runway. Then I’d kick 

right rudder which brought us back toward centerline. Unfortunately, I waited until the nose began heading to 

the right edge of the runway to kick in left rudder and hence many zig-zag takeoffs were started and stopped. 

The key turned out to be calm days of partial power on takeoff, just enough so I could raise the tail and learn to 

steer before I pulled the throttle back and taxied back for another try. 

 It took me awhile to realize I needed to lead the nose around rather than allowing it to lead me. But of course 

during takeoff, the airplane is also trying to accelerate and I couldn’t see much over the nose. I also learned to 

raise the tail once there was enough airflow. But you have to do that gently or you’ll put the airplane on it’s 

nose. You might remember something in ground school called gyroscopic effect … well maybe not. Point is, 

when the tail comes up, that movement also makes the nose want to swing so you really need to be on the rud-

ders there too … positively, but gently. During my first landings, all seemed normal until I realized this was 

simply a reverse crash and dash … keep on the rudders to keep the nose straight. Add a crosswind and it be-

comes a tad challenging until the tail comes back down. 

Worst case scenario in my Champ was the inability of the airplane to turn downwind after landing in a 25-knot 

headwind. Too much brake and power and I could feel I’d put the thing on its nose. The solution turned out to 

be impossibly simple. Shut the engine down, get out and lift the tail myself to turn the airplane around. Then I 

restarted and moved it to my tiedown. While all of this sounds tough, after 10 hours or so, I was no longer zig- 

zagging. I used my rudders often and cross winds no longer seemed to bother me as much. I’d become not only 

coordinated, but finely tuned. 

 

http://www.boeing.com/news/techissues/pdf/statsum.pdf
http://www.boeing.com/news/techissues/pdf/statsum.pdf


 

  
Splish Splash 

Last fall I realized I craved a new learning challenge. That evolved into earning my seaplane rating in Traverse 

City, Michigan. The first hour in that Cub on floats reminded me of a few things from my days as a taildraggers 

student. When the pitch and power of the instructor’s voice is high and loud, danger is near. I also realized the air-

plane started moving the minute the propeller spun up and of course, there are no brakes. Like the Champ, the Cub 

had a control stick which I thought made aileron and elevator movements easier to plan and water rudders for im-

proved steering on the surface. I just needed to remember to retract them before takeoff and landing. The seaplane 

rating is all about learning to taxi, takeoff and land on the water. The rest is like any other airplane, except that 

when the instructor pulled the engine on me at 1,000 feet AGL, those floats acted like barn doors that pegged the 

vertical speed indicator pretty fast. On takeoff, it’s all about finding a place on the water called, “the step.” It’s a 

spot where you have just enough forward pressure on the stick to raise the back of the floats out of the water, but 

not so much that you put the airplane on its nose. Like the taildragger, it was all about learning to fine tune my 

movements. I learned this piece of fine tuning the hard way however. 

 On takeoff, I shoved the stick forward in the Cub like I did to raise the tail in the Champ. WRONG! I learned that 

fine tuning means too much forward pressure on the stick and the floats bog down in the water. After a few take-

offs, I absolutely began to feel it. Too little back pressure on takeoff and we just mush along in the water like a 

boat. Finding the takeoff sweet spot meant power, a bit of forward pressure and after about three or four seconds, 

the airplane accelerated … no it actually jumped ahead. Then I had to finely oscillate the stick to keep the floats in 

the same place until liftoff speed. Then a bit of back pressure and I was climbing just like a regular bird. By the 

second hour or so of instruction I thought figured it out. My silent instructor in the back seat confirmed it. There is 

of course the issue of docking the airplane to contend with too, but I’m still working on that part. 

 The point of convincing you to give a taildragger or a seaplane rating a try is of course, both are fun. But both al-

so require the pilot to control the aircraft very precisely at times. The first few hours will be real work, but after 

that you’ll be surprised at how much better you’ll fly these and any other airplane.  

Claudio Losacco, Safety Officer 

 SATURDAY POPSATURDAY POPSATURDAY POP---UP FLYUP FLYUP FLY---INININ   

APRIL 18THAPRIL 18THAPRIL 18TH   

   
Gunter and Wally Seibold have invited us to tour an orange packing plant and find out how our Gunter and Wally Seibold have invited us to tour an orange packing plant and find out how our Gunter and Wally Seibold have invited us to tour an orange packing plant and find out how our 

morning OJ gets from the groves to our breakfast tables. We’ll arrive at Porterville (KPTV) at morning OJ gets from the groves to our breakfast tables. We’ll arrive at Porterville (KPTV) at morning OJ gets from the groves to our breakfast tables. We’ll arrive at Porterville (KPTV) at 

about 10am, and after the tour, we’ll enjoy a light lunch at the Seibold’s home before heading about 10am, and after the tour, we’ll enjoy a light lunch at the Seibold’s home before heading about 10am, and after the tour, we’ll enjoy a light lunch at the Seibold’s home before heading 

back to the airport. The cost of this excursion will be for the transportation, and until Gunter back to the airport. The cost of this excursion will be for the transportation, and until Gunter back to the airport. The cost of this excursion will be for the transportation, and until Gunter 

knows whether he needs an SUV or a Greyhound bus, it’s impossible to say, but it won’t break knows whether he needs an SUV or a Greyhound bus, it’s impossible to say, but it won’t break knows whether he needs an SUV or a Greyhound bus, it’s impossible to say, but it won’t break 

the bank. the bank. the bank.    
   

THIS IS TIMETHIS IS TIMETHIS IS TIME---CRITICALCRITICALCRITICAL   

RSVP TO GUNTER BY APRIL 10THRSVP TO GUNTER BY APRIL 10THRSVP TO GUNTER BY APRIL 10TH   

(H) 559(H) 559(H) 559---539539539---539253925392   

(C) 310(C) 310(C) 310---498498498---982998299829   

gntrsbpilot@gmail.comgntrsbpilot@gmail.comgntrsbpilot@gmail.com   



 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

April  

11 Poker Run 

18 Porterville Orange Plant Tour 

19 Dinner Meeting 

25 Board Meeting 

May  

9 Gliding at Crystal 

21 Dinner Meeting 

30 Board Meeting 

June  

6 Indoor Skydiving 

14 Dinner Meeting 

27 Board Meeting 

 

Arnie Nelson has been ill—a note or phone 

call would be a nice gesture. 

17026 Ave. de Santa Ynez, Pacific  

                               Palisades, 90272. 310-459-2989 

WE ALL LEARNED ABOUT FLYING FROM THAT—Joel Kirschner shone his light over our 

website, but Michael Landau, Marv Rifkin, Tim Cashin, Don Eisenberg and Michael Klenner related sto-

ries of  some of their harrowing experiences. When you think about it, it’s amazing just how forgiving air-

planes are!  

SAVE JUNE 6TH for INDOOR 

SKY-DIVING at PERRIS 


