
 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Mar. 28th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

(sometimes, bagels) 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

Dear Airventurers,  

I’m basking in the glow of yet another enlightening and fun board meeting.  

What really impressed me this time as I looked around the room was the vast 

body of aviation knowledge that we have within our group.  Hundreds of 

YEARS, many thousands of HOURS and a countless number of EXPERIENCES 

make up that base of knowledge.  It comes from military and commercial ca-

reers, private pursuits and just a common denominator of loving to fly.   

 

We have been fortunate to have a number of new applicants show interest in 

joining the club.  They all receive our colorful brochure about the many fun 

things we do but there is a benefit we offer that is hard to quantify.  It has to do 

with being surrounded by that vast pool of knowledge that I mentioned.  To that 

end, I want to try and leverage some of that ethos found in our group. 

You are all probably familiar with Flying magazine’s monthly article called “I 

learned about flying from that.” In it, pilots recount experiences in which they 

learned valuable lessons – usually the hard way.  These experiences may have 

been initiated by a bad decision that exacerbated into a life or death scenario that 

they fortunately survived (I believe that you must survive the bad experience to 

be able to write about it afterwards).  

We have a healthy pool of similar experiences (or learning situations) to draw 

upon in our club.  So this month’s dinner meeting (on Thursday, March 19th at 

Billingsley’s) will be devoted to hearing from our corps of experienced pilots   I 

have signed up five already to take a 5-minute slot to tell us their experience and 

what they learned from it.  I will have a stop watch to give them a 30 second cut-

off warning (we have pilots who love to talk).  I have left 3 additional slots open 

available on a first-come-first-served basis.  Contact me if you want in on the 

speaking ticket.  And as made clear monthly in Flying magazine these experienc-

es are not meant to judge others but to learn from them.  You know, “a wise pilot 

learns from other pilots’ mistakes.”   

 

Thanks to those of you who tell your friends about the club.  There are a lot of 

fun things coming up.  The Temecula Blue Grass festival is almost sold out.  The 

4th Annual poker Run in April will have some new twists and surprises so stay 

tuned as we draw closer.  We’re going gliding in May.  How cool is that! 

 

Fly safe and we’ll see you around! 

 

Mike Savage 
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DINNER MEETING 

Thursday, Mar. 19th 

Billingsley’s 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$28/person 

Our speaker will be 

Joel Kirschner 

 on how to make your best use  

of our web site. 

 

We will also have several  

members recounting their  

harrowing tales— 

”I Learned About FLYING 

From That”   
             

please RSVP on line at               

AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS 

THIS CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO 

JUST COME FOR THE      

PROGRAM  

 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y                             Y 

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y     Y                       Y                             Y 

1/15 Gura Klenner Y   

2/15 Melville Galgano Y                               Y  

3/15 Seibert Eisenberg                                Y  

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                28                                       22 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                25                                        

August                29 

September                26                                      20  . 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Lunch Busick 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run Morris 

May   9 Gliding at Crystalaire Cashin 

June  6 Indoor Skydiving Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Figueroa 

Aug. 4-10 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    24-25 Paso Robles  Felker 

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

VALENTINE’S DAY AT APPLE VALLEY—27 Airventurers and friends in 14 airplanes took advantage 

of the gorgeous flying weather and met at Apple Valley’s new restaurant for lunch on the 14th. Returning members 

Dave and Natalie Shaby and three of their friends from Long Beach, as well as applicants Richard Franco and Marc 

Furlong joined the Eisenbergs, Frangos, Simanskys, Rifkins, Savages, Cashins, Millmans, Robert Morris with his 

daughter, Sid Djanogly, Jerry Dickman, Dave Timms, and Fred Stewart enjoyed the camaraderie and great food. 

President Mike Savage brought his guitar, and led all the men in a sing-along of  “I’m in the Mood for Love”. You 

had to be there to appreciate it... 

Thank you, Anarg, for sending some pictures. Wish there were more. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

April 11th  

Airventurers’ 4th Annual Poker Run  

Co-Hosts  

Robert Morris and Marc Furlong  

have something pretty special planned, 

and will let you know as soon as all 

the details are firmed up. 



 

 
HOW DO YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS FROM YOUR NON-FLYING FRIENDS? 

 
What happens if the engine quits? 

That may be the most-asked question of pilots since the age of powered flight began. First, it should be noted 

that aircraft engines very rarely quit. Most pilots will fly their entire lives without a major engine malfunction. 

The engine is designed with dual ignition systems and two spark plugs per cylinder so that, if one system fails, 

the engine will continue to run on the second system. 

But anything mechanical can fail, and if it does the aircraft is balanced to become a glider. The nose of the air-

craft will dip slightly below the horizon and assume a stable attitude. Although the engine may have stopped 

producing thrust, the wings are still producing lift, so a typical training aircraft can glide as far as 9 miles from 

an altitude of 6,000 feet above the ground. The pilot has full use of the flight controls to turn and descend. 

While a forced landing seldom happens, pilots are trained to look for safe landing sites, such as an open field, 

just in case that one-in-a-million malfunction occurs. 

What about midair collisions? 

Instructor will invariably advise you that a midair collision will ruin the rest of your day we always look for 

other aircraft. In a typical year, there are about 4-8 collisions nationwide, and because they are so rare, they 

make the headlines. Most occur clear days within just a few miles of an airport. 

To avoid close encounters with other airplanes, elaborate precautions taken to keep aircraft from tangling. At 

many busy airports, particularly with airline traffic, a control tower will provide takeoff and landing instructions 

by radio. New aircraft often have collision avoidance equipment installed to help detect nearby aircraft. 

At airports without control towers, standard traffic patterns are established, so pilots will know where to look 

for traffic in the area. A common traffic advisory frequency is often used. Pilots advise their intentions on that 

radio frequency, and other pilots listen in to know what is going on. 

What about reliability? 

Aircraft are a great example of over-design in engineering. Factory-built airplanes must meet rigid FAA design 

criteria. The structure of a typical training aircraft will withstand between 3.8  and 4.4 positive Gs. This means 

that if the airplane and contents weigh 2,000 pounds in normal level flight, the structure can safely handle up to 

7,600 and 8,800 pounds in turns and pull-outs from dives, where the weight increases from centrifugal force. 

Routine flight is usually no more than two Gs. 

There are very few accidents caused by an aircraft coming apart. Rarely, a pilot overstresses the aircraft in a 

pull-out or exceeds the top (redline) airspeed. In a car, if you over-rev the engine or take a corner too fast, 

you’ve exceeded the car’s envelope. Most drivers know the limitations of their cars and never have a problem. 

Pilots who adhere to the operating limitations never have to worry about the aircraft structure. 

The other prevention area is in maintenance. Nearly all aircraft are required to have an extensive inspection 

each year, conducted by an FAA certified inspector. The engine, controls, and airframe are thoroughly reviewed 

and any problems are corrected. 

As a result of this emphasis on continuing airworthiness, actual mechanical problems are identified in only 

about  7-10 percent of  accidents. Good maintenance is an investment. 



 

 

MAY 9TH 

Tim Cashin 

310-450-2633 

tim@cashins.org 
MORE INFO AS WE GET 

CLOSER 

We’ll fly out to Crystalaire Airport (46CN) and go through a ground program, then 30 minutes of 

dual. Cost for all glider instruction, tow charges and flight time is $100 per person, based on a 

group of 10 or more. Flight time can be extended to 45 minutes for an additional $49. Lunch will 

be additional. 

 

Visit their web site at www.soaringacademy.org. See what’s up, check out  photos and videos. 

There is also a cool article about them at the AOPA web site at http://www.aopa.org/News-and-

Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school.  

 

What’s next? The final details are being worked out, but here’s the deal: 

 

Sign up sooner rather than later. They’ve asked for a preliminary head count by April 3 and fi-

nal numbers by April 24. 

 

April 23 will be the last day to sign up!!! Yes, that’s two weeks before the event, but they need 

their own planning/scheduling lead time. 

 

If you’re planning to fly to Crystal, you must have prior permission. Proof of insurance is re-

quired by the April 23 deadline. Details to follow. Crystal’s Standard Operating Procedures 

will be provided for those flying there. 

http://www.soaringacademy.org
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school
http://www.aopa.org/News-and-Video/All-News/2015/January/29/Soaring-in-school


 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

March  

19 Dinner Meeting 

21 Bluegrass Festival 

28 Board Meeting 

April  

11 Poker Run 

19 Dinner Meeting 

25 Board Meeting 

May  

9 Gliding at Crystal 

21 Dinner Meeting 

30 Board Meeting 

 

Evan Binn and Gunter Seibold are improving 

every day, and Gunter is working on get-

ting healthy enough to get back in the left 

seat. Jim Barton now has “eagle eyes” and 

his knee feels like he’s a kid again. It’s all good! 

Airventurer Luci Galgano and her race 

partner, Judy Phelps, entertained and educated 

us with their presentation at the February dinner meet-

ing. The 2014 Air Race Classic was a first-timer for 

both gals, and they did very well, finishing in the up-

per middle of the pack. The race is flown according to 

very strict guidelines, and any deviations from the 

route or the agreed-upon landings incur severe penal-

ties. June weather can be very interesting, and Luci 

and Judy had to cope with heat, humidity, clouds, 

thunderstorms, and tornadoes, but they finished the 

race without one single penalty!  And when it was all 

over, they took the time to do some sight-seeing, fly-

ing over Niagara Falls and down the Hudson River 

and around the Statue of Liberty before heading 

home. 


