
 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Jan. 31st  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Jan. 11th 

Marie Callenders 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$26/person 

Our speakers will be members 

of the 

Condor Squadron,              
who’s mission is to honor mili-

tary aviation through flight, ex-

hibition, and remembrance. The 

Condors fly WWII AT-6’s  in 

formation over parades, memo-

rial services and events com-

memorating veterans. They 

maintain museum sites at VNY 

and at the Valhalla Cemetery in 

Burbank as well as providing 

community services.  

please RSVP on line at 

 AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS THIS 

CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO JUST 

COME FOR THE PROGRAM  
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Dear Airventurers,  

And wouldn’t you know it, another year has come and gone!   

Do you feel another year older?  I hope not.  Last I checked, I clicked over the 

60 year old mark but I’m in denial.  I’m trying to roll back the clock by doing 

stuff that I did in my younger days.  I throw these things out for your considera-

tion: 

 Get back on that healthy diet!  Fruits, tons of vegetables, healthy pro-

teins and cutting back on the carbs and sweets.  Grapefruit instead of do

-nuts at the board meeting?  Hmmm…. 

 Trick yourself into getting back on an exercise program.  If possible, 

don’t park as close to the store entrance by using your handicap placard, 

but get out and move.  Even if you’re in a wheelchair, you can still exer-

cise.  Add an exercise program that you weren’t on last year.  It’ll pay 

big dividends. 

 Fly like you were a kid again.  Forget the straight and level stuff every 

time.  Do the Dutch rolls, Chandelles, turns-on-pylons, lazy-eights, slow 

flight, power off steep spirals, and steep turns.  On the downwind leg 

and just abeam the numbers, I like to pull the power, simulate an engine 

failure and see if you can put it down + or – 100 feet from the numbers.  

It’s a lot of fun.  Not comfortable doing this stuff?  Contact someone 

who can put some fun back into your flying, a trusty CFI. 

 Are you expanding your flying experience?  Is your flying today the 

same as when you had 100 hours under your belt but you just repeated 

the same stuff for the next 900 hours?  Or do you learn new skills each 

time you fly?  How about you break the ice and get a new rating in 

2015? 

 Share your airplane.  Want to make some kids thrilled when you show 

them the magic of flight?  You know the feeling you get when they see 

what it takes to fly over LAX at night.  Take the next door neighbor that 

you never talk to.  Take up someone from church, synagogue, your me-

chanic, Canasta team or whoever! 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y                                Y                             Y 

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                21                                       8 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                25                                        

August                29 

September                26                                      17  Thurs. 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb.  TBD Busick 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run Savage 

May   TBD Gliding at Crystal Cashin 

June   TBD Indoor Skydiving Cashin, Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Figueroa 

Aug. 4-10 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    TBD Napa or Paso Robles  

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

SAN DIEGO SAFARI PARK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH (be at Ramona Airport (RNM), 9:45am) 

 Go to safety seminars!  Most are free and there’s lots of people who would benefit from your experience.  

You might just learn something too.  I will continue to make you aware of upcoming seminars as they become 

available. 

 Mend a fence. No, not that kind of a fence.  Kiss and make up with someone if you need to.  Maybe that will 

make you feel younger! 

 Get involved in giving service.  You pick the cause, but this will shed years from your tired airframe as you 

lose yourself in helping others. 

You can add lots of ideas of your own, I’m sure. 

Let’s make this year a time when we get at least a year younger! 

Mike Savage 

(Continued from page 1) 



 

 SAN DIEGO SAFARI PARK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH (be at Ramona Airport (RNM), 9:45am) 

LIKE NO OTHER PLACE ON EARTH!                                                                        
Set foot inside the Safari Park and 

you’ll be transported to one of the 

most exotic places on the planet. 

Unlike any other zoo, this amazing 

safari adventure park is home to 

thousands of animals roaming together on the vast open plains 

of Africa and Asia. 

HOSTED BY JIM BARTON & SIDNEY DJANOGLY 

Buy your own ticket when you get there—$41.50 per person 

includes admission to park and a 25-minute cart tour of the 

main viewing area. All other vehicle tours are xtra, ranging 

from $50-$80. Electric Scooters are available ($$), but  

walking is free. 

Send a $15 PER PERSON NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT 

FOR TRANSPORTATION TO AIRVENTURERS  

c/o JUDY RIFKIN 

29630 RIDGEWAY DR, AGOURA HILLS 91301 

 BY SATURDAY JAN. 10TH 

FOR MORE INFO, CALL JIM AT 310-291-7348 

WE CAN DRIVE IF THE 

WEATHER IS BAD 

 

TOUR FROM THE COMFORT OF A SAFARI CART     

($$$ OPTIONAL)  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 KNOWLEDGE OF OUR WEAKNESSES IS POWER—CLAUDIO LOSACCO, SAFETY OFFICER 

Written By Bruce Anzalone, Reprinted for educational purposes from www.AOPA.org, Air Safety Institute 

Have you ever read an article about an aircraft crash and asked, "How could that have happened?" After human error caused 

the ground collision of Pan Am and KLM Boeing 747s at Tenerife in March 1977, people realized the consequences of ad-

vancing the mechanical element while neglecting the human one. After that accident, human factors began to receive more 

scrutiny.  

Many aircraft accidents are attributed to "pilot error," as if there is a difference between pilot error and all other forms of 

human error, such as a mistake by a surgeon or a police officer.  

An individual can make an error by taking action when he shouldn't have, by not taking an action when he should have, or 

by doing the wrong thing. Examples of taking action at the wrong time would be a student lowering flaps when the aircraft 

is above VFE. Not taking an action when required might involve a pilot who has become fatigued after a long flight and for-

gets to lower the landing gear on approach, or the pilot who fails to stop for fuel and attempts to conclude a long cross-

country flight with a headwind. Any multiengine pilot should be familiar with the consequences of taking one action when 

another is required; there's a good reason why the mnemonic "dead foot, dead engine" is taught in multiengine training.  

In reviewing NTSB accident reports, it appears that inaction is far too common. Why? A few guesses: The pilot missed the 

clues that a problem was developing, underestimated the problem and action required, or was simply indecisive.  

Another concept in human error is the error chain, well-documented by the NTSB. The principle involves snowballing mis-

takes; one error contributes to other problems until the demise of the flight. Take, for example, a pilot attempting VFR flight 

into IMC, then experiencing a vacuum pump failure and losing spatial orientation. Had the pilot avoided IMC, the vacuum 

pump failure would have been only an inconvenience. Therefore, don't take one chance assuming that it will be the only one 

you take in the flight.  

The pilot's physical condition can add to the problem. Overall health influences a career pilot's decision-making as much as, 

if not more than, corporate pressures. Those who exercise and stay healthy can naturally expect to be able to push a little 

further than those who don't. However, no one is immune from physical factors. Most pilots today have been taught acro-

nyms such as I'M SAFE for evaluating our physical state (illness, medication, stress, alcohol, fatigue, and emotion), but pilot 

training almost never explores this subject in depth.  

One of the more common physical factors is fatigue, whether caused by a poor night's sleep or too many hours awake. Re-

search has shown that after being deprived of rapid eye movement sleep for more than 16 hours, the mental acuity of the 

average person will be the same as if he had a blood alcohol level of 0.10 percent. Considering the degree of concentration 

and decision-making that flying requires, fatigue of this magnitude should dictate that additional thought is given to the go/

no-go decision.  

Even with a good night's sleep, disturbed body rhythm activity or intense physical and mental activity can interfere with 

concentration. Most of us have experienced such effects after a long day at work; those who fly long distances may experi-

ence jet lag. Many people believe that drowsiness, irritability, lack of motivation, and in some cases mild depression after a 

long flight are caused by the distance traveled; they are actually the result of a change in time zones.  

Hypoxia-a state of oxygen deficiency in the body-also affects a pilot's ability to fly safely. Hypoxic hypoxia, the most com-

mon form among pilots, is a lack of oxygen to the brain at altitude. The decrease in air density is exponential with altitude, 

with available oxygen cut in half at only 18,000 feet mean sea level. At this altitude, the average person loses the ability to 

perform pilot-in-command duties within about 20 minutes. Twenty minutes may not seem short as you read this article, but 

time goes by quickly when you're flying a high-performance aircraft at the threshold of Class A airspace. At 24,000 feet msl 

the average person has approximately three to five minutes of useful consciousness. In the event of a slow cabin decompres-

sion or pressurization failure, the problem could be detected too late. This is why the federal aviation regulations require 

supplemental oxygen for the crew above 12,500 feet cabin pressure altitude after 30 minutes, and for all occupants above 

14,000 feet cabin pressure altitude.  

In any aircraft operation, the key is the human operator. We pilots… should try to understand not only what makes the air-

plane tick, but also how human decision-making works. With understanding and improvement come increased confidence 

and control, two things a pilot cannot fly without.  

 



 

 



 

 

When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to 

your youth, think of Algebra. 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

January  

11 Dinner Meeting, Marie Callender’s 

24 Safari Park 

31 Board Meeting 

February  

8 Dinner Meeting 

14 ? TBD 

21 Board Meeting 

March  

19 Dinner Meeting 

21 Bluegrass Festival 

28 Board Meeting 

ANARG FRANGOS RECEIVES COVETED WRIGHT BROTHERS MASTER PILOT AWARD 

VIEW THE HOLIDAY PARTY PIC-

TURES AT: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/

judyrifkin/

AirventurersHolidayParty2014?

authkey=Gv1sRgCKiymfnry5CFYA# 

https://picasaweb.google.com/judyrifkin/AirventurersHolidayParty2014?authkey=Gv1sRgCKiymfnry5CFYA
https://picasaweb.google.com/judyrifkin/AirventurersHolidayParty2014?authkey=Gv1sRgCKiymfnry5CFYA
https://picasaweb.google.com/judyrifkin/AirventurersHolidayParty2014?authkey=Gv1sRgCKiymfnry5CFYA
https://picasaweb.google.com/judyrifkin/AirventurersHolidayParty2014?authkey=Gv1sRgCKiymfnry5CFYA

