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BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Nov. 29th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Nov. 16th 

Marie Callenders 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$26/person 

Our speaker will be              
 

Skychick  Ramona Cox, 

best known for her solo flying 

adventures into some of the 

most remote and challenging 

strips in North America. She is 

also a ski racer, scuba diver and 

underwater videographer, and 

was named Pilot of the Month in 

the Nov/Dec issue of the  AOPA  

magazine. 

 

please RSVP on line at 

 AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS THIS 

CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO JUST 

COME FOR THE PROGRAM  

 
Dear Airventurers, 

Can you believe that we are approaching year end already?  The Holiday Party is a 

mere month away and promises to be the best ever.  I will not be dancing again but do 

have something interesting up my sleeve so be ready to tap your toes and clap your 

hands! 

We promise to leave plenty of time for schmoozing and socializing and once again 

we’ll be dancing to the hip tunes of our own DJ, Gene “the Music Machine” Barlowe. 

As you may know, we have once again landed in the General Curtis LeMay room at the 

historic Proud Bird Restaurant, conveniently located at the short final approach end of 

LAX’s Runway 25L.  What could be more comfy than a Boeing 747 or Airbus A380 

passing within a few hundred feet of us?  

Your board members are working hard on the decorations, invitations and surprises 

that will make you glad you came.  By the way, do we have any model railroad folks in 

the club that might help us set up for the party?  Please let me know and I’ll fill you in. 

The cost will be $50 per person.  This covers hors d’oeuvres (how could the French get 

“orderves” so misspelled?), a spring mix salad with sliced apples and candied walnuts, 

choice of four main courses (fish, chicken, beef and vegetarian pasta, what else is 

there?), creamy mashed potatoes, fresh vegetables and New York cheesecake with 

strawberry sauce.  We have also included a no-host cash bar where you can order as 

many drinks as you like – as long as you pay for them.   

Please come and renew old acquaintances.  We have the room until midnight and we’ll 

stay that long if you’re still having a good time.  And it’s not even a school night!  

Please RSVP ASAP and get your money back to Judy Rifkin PDQ.  See you there! 

Other items: 

 At our last meeting and after reviewing a revised budget, your board voted to re-

scind the previous dues increase.  Dues will stay at $70 for the 2015 year.     

 We will have an impromptu fly-in on Saturday November 8th to the Golden Cantina 

Restaurant in Rosamond.  I haven’t been there in years and have been looking for a 

good excuse to go back.  Stay tuned for details. 

 Sunday November 16th will be our dinner meeting to elect officers for the coming 

year.  But more importantly, the Skychick, a.k.a. Ramona Cox will be sharing some 

of her many adventures with us.   

Can’t wait for December 6th! 

Mike Savage, President 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

3/14 Schwarzwalter Kirschner Y     Y                        Y                             Y 

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y                                Y                             Y 

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                21                                       8 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                25                                        

August                29 

September                26                                      17  Thurs. 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb. 26 Whale Watching                     Baja Bush Pilots 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run  

May   TBD Kartchner Caverns, AZ Busick 

June   TBD Indoor Skydiving Cashin, Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Figueroa 

Aug. 4 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    TBD Napa or Paso Robles  

Nov.   TBD Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

NFL FOOTBALL FLY-IN—The October fly-in to San Diego proves that you can’t judge an event by the 

number of attendees! Only a few of us made this over-night trip hosted by Jay Hultman, but we had a great time. The 

Rifkins joined Joel Kirschner and Claudio Losacco for the one-hour flight to Montgomery Field, where Jay met us 

with his van for the short ride to Qualcomm Stadium. San Diegans are totally 

into football—never saw so many tailgaters in my life! The stadium is really 

beautiful with lots of food choices, specialty beers, plenty of TVs to watch the 

broadcast games, and sufficient bathrooms to get rid of all the beer. Once we 

were in our comfortable, shaded seats, servers came around every once in a 

while to take orders so we never had to miss any of the game except to get rid 

of more beer. Watching the Rams years ago in the Coliseum did not compare! 

This was a close game, but sadly, the Chargers lost. However, our depression 

did not last long. We checked into our hotel, took naps, then walked the few 

blocks to Little Italy, where we enjoyed a wonderful dinner. We were back at 

Montgomery by 9:30 Monday morning for the easy IFR flight back to VNY, 

with plenty of time to spare for me to make it to my luncheon/fashion show.  

Thank you, Jay, for a really nice fly-in. Maybe next time you could arrange for the home team to win. 



 

 



 

 

Check out the video of the 2013 Holiday Party here: airventurers.org/video-page/ 

Saturday, Dec. 6th 

Cocktails at 6:00 

“The Proud Bird” at LAX 

$100/Couple 

Menu Choices: 
Salmon 

Chicken Marsala 
Pot Roast 

Vegetarian Pasta Primavera 
 
 

WATCH FOR YOUR  
INVITATION AND PLEASE 

RSVP PROMPTLY 

airventurers.org/video-page/


 

 

 

AVOIDING PILOT DEVIATIONS – FAA SAFETY BRIEFING 
Pilot deviations can occur in several different ways. Airborne deviations can result when a pilot strays from an assigned 

heading or altitude, instrument procedure, or if they penetrate controlled or restricted airspace without ATC clearance. 

Ground deviations include taxiing, taking off, or landing without clearance, deviating from an assigned taxi route, or failing 

to hold short of an assigned clearance limit. To avoid pilot deviations, follow these steps. 

Step 1: Plan Each Flight—You may have flown the route many times before, but conditions can change rapidly, like a pop

‐up temporary flight restriction (TFR). Before each flight, take a few minutes to: 

a. Confirm that you have the latest data. Either download the current charts and TFR data to your tablet and/or on

‐board navigation system, or make sure you have the necessary FAA sectional and terminal charts. Log a brief-

ing with flight services or DUATs before takeoff, which will show that you complied with your PIC responsi-

bility to acquire all relevant information before flight. 

b. Consider what types of airspace you will be flying through, what clearances you will need, and what you will 

do if clearance is not granted. 

c. Request flight following or file an IFR flight plan. This will ensure another set of eyes monitors your flight. The 

collision avoidance benefit is obvious, but you will also gain real‐time information about TFRs. 

Step 2: Talk & Squawk—Proper communication with ATC has its benefits. Flight following often makes the controller’s 

job easier because they can better integrate VFR and IFR traffic. Controllers also have the latest local TFR information. 

Here are some tips: 

a. Note all altitude, heading, speed, and procedure assignments and clearances. Do this on a scratch pad or in your 

flight management system. Make the note, then read it back. 

b. Read back clearances and instructions exactly as received, including your call‐sign. 

c. Let “George” do it. If you have an autopilot with altitude and heading hold capability, then use it to make sure 

you do not bust an ATC assignment. However, an autopilot malfunction is not an excuse for a pilot deviation. 

As PIC you are responsible for your aircraft at all times. Continually monitor the altitude and heading. 

d. Have a Plan B. VFR advisory service (flight following) is dependent on controller workload, so it’s a good idea 

to have an alternate plan in case advisories are unavailable. 

Step 3: Give Yourself Some Room—Whether it’s integrated into a glass cockpit, a hand‐held device, or part of a tablet 

computer, everyone is flying with GPS. There has never been a time when more information has been available to assist us 

with our navigation duties. GPS is usually more precise than ATC radar. Using your GPS to fly up to and along the line of 

the airspace you are trying to avoid could result in a pilot deviation because ATC radar may show you within the restricted 

airspace. You may be able to prove that you were not at fault, but you would need to produce a track from your navigation 

system. FAA inspectors prefer not to meet you under these conditions. Here are some tips: 

a. Horizontally, fly at least a mile outside of any airspace you are trying to avoid. A minor distraction, e.g., answer-

ing a passenger’s question or changing a frequency, can put you inside a TFR boundary if not flying at a safe 

distance alongside. 

b. Vertically, fly at least 500 feet above or below airspace you are trying to avoid. Also, think about “talking and 

squawking” instead of trying to sneak under that Class C airspace. 

c. Timing is never exact. If you know a TFR will become active 0800, it’s not a good idea to operate there at 0755. 

Don’t plan on operating in a TFR area immediately after it’s scheduled to close. Always confirm the TFR has 

expired before operating in the airspace that was restricted. 

Step 4: Stay Alert During Ground Ops—Pilot deviations can and frequently do occur on the ground. Many airborne pilot 

deviation avoidance strategies and tactics work on the ground as well. Here are a few suggestions for avoiding runway in-

cursions: 

a. Plan your route from chocks to chocks. Consult an airport diagram before and during taxi operations. 

b. Read back all clearance instructions. Make sure you understand what you have been cleared to do before taxing. 

If there is any doubt, ask for clarification. 

c. Ask for progressive taxi instructions. This is an excellent way to make sure that you are complying with your 

taxi clearance. It is also extremely useful at unfamiliar airports. 

d. Maintain a sterile cockpit. Conversation must be restricted to taxi operations when maneuvering on an airport. 

There should be no unnecessary conversations or duties while taxiing. All focus should be on the taxi route, 

signs and markings, and listening to ATC transmissions. Do not set radio frequencies while moving on the 

ground. 

e. Make note of any hotspots. 

f. Confirm all taxiways closed by NOTAMs. 



 

 SAN DIEGO SAFARI PARK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH (be at Ramona Airport (RNM), 9:45am) 

LIKE NO OTHER PLACE ON EARTH!                                                                        
Set foot inside the Safari Park and 

you’ll be transported to one of the 

most exotic places on the planet. Un-

like any other zoo, this amazing safa-

ri adventure park is home to thou-

sands of animals roaming together on the vast open plains of 

Africa and Asia. 

HOSTED BY JIM BARTON & SIDNEY DJANOGLY 

Buy your own ticket when you get there—$41.50 per per-

son includes admission to park and a 25-minute cart tour 

of the main viewing area. All other vehicle tours are xtra, 

ranging from $50-$80. Electric Scooters are available ($$), 

but walking is free. 

Send a $15 PER PERSON NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOS-

IT FOR TRANSPORTATION TO AIRVENTURERS c/o 

JUDY RIFKIN 

29630 RIDGEWAY DR, AGOURA HILLS 91301 

 BY SATURDAY JAN. 10TH 

FOR MORE INFO, CALL JIM AT 310-291-7348 

WE CAN DRIVE IF THE 

WEATHER IS BAD 

 

TOUR FROM THE COMFORT OF A SAFARI CART     

($$$ OPTIONAL)  



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

November  

8, Noon Lunch at Golden Cantina, Rosamond 

16 Dinner Meeting, Election 

29 Board Meeting 

December  

6 Holiday Party at the Proud Bird 

27 Board Meeting 

January  

11 Dinner Meeting, Marie Callender’s 

24 Safari Park 

31 Board Meeting 

 BE THINKING ABOUT…… 

serving on the board of directors in some capacity in 

2015. It’s a very rewarding experience. Besides the offic-

es of President, V.P.. Secretary and Treasurer, there are 

three spots on the board for  directors, as well as various 

committee chairs. Please contact any board member if 

you’d like to volunteer. You won’t regret it. 

 Gunter Seibold & Evan 

Binn are recovering nicely 

from injuries and surgery. 

Lisa Legaspi is recovering 

from surgery—our best 

wishes to all. 

TEMECULA 
BLUEGRASS 

FESTIVAL 
SAVE TH

E DATE 

Mar. 21-22 


