
 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Dec. 27th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

 
Dear Airventurers,  

 

A short story, if you please. 

 

“On a dark December night 36 years ago, a Lockheed 1011 jumbo jet crashed into the Florida Everglades, kill-

ing over 100 people. This terrible accident was one of the deadliest crashes to date in the history of the United 

States.  A curious thing about this accident was that all vital parts and systems of the airplane were functioning 

perfectly—the plane could have easily landed safely at its destination in Miami, only 20 miles away. 

 

“During the final approach, however, the crew noticed that one green light had failed to illuminate—a light 

that indicates whether or not the nose landing gear has extended successfully. The pilots discontinued the ap-

proach, set the aircraft into a circling holding pattern over the pitch-black Everglades, and turned their atten-

tion toward investigating the problem. 

 

“They became so preoccupied with their search that they failed to realize the plane was gradually descending 

closer and closer toward the dark swamp below. By the time someone noticed what was happening, it was too 

late to avoid the disaster. 

 

“After the accident, investigators tried to determine the cause. The landing gear had indeed lowered properly. 

The plane was in perfect mechanical condition. Everything was working properly—all except one thing: a sin-

gle burned-out light bulb. That tiny bulb—worth about 20 cents—started the chain of events that ultimately led 

to the tragic death of over 100 people. 

 

“Of course, the malfunctioning light bulb didn’t cause the accident; it happened because the crew placed all of 

its focus on something that seemed to matter at the moment while losing sight of what mattered most.” 

 

The tendency to focus on the insignificant at the expense of the profound happens to everyone. We are all at 

risk. During this coming holiday season, my hope is that we let go of the insignificant things that don’t matter: 

a grudge, an injustice that fell upon us, a remark or snub, a transaction that was unfair, and yes, even a 20 cent 

light bulb.  With 2015 around the corner and an opportunity to make new resolutions, let us focus on the things 

that matter most: our physical health and well-being; service in the community; and long-term relationships 

with family and friends.  I hope this will include new friends as we get to know each other better in the club. 

 

I’m excited to see everyone at the Holiday Party.  It should be a blast! 

 

Mike Savage 
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  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y                                Y                             Y 

2015 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                31   11 

February                21                                       8 

March                28                                       19  Thurs. 

April                25                                       19 

May                30                                       21  Thurs. 

June                27                                       14 

July                25                                        

August                29 

September                26                                      17  Thurs. 

October                31                                       25 

November                21                                       15 Election                                                      

December                27                                       5 (PARTY) 

2015 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 24 Safari Park, San Diego           Barton, Djanogly 

Feb.  Gliders Cashin 

Mar. 21 Blue Grass Festival Rifkin 

Apr. 11 Poker Run Savage 

May   TBD Kartchner Caverns, AZ Busick 

June   TBD Indoor Skydiving Cashin, Klenner 

July 11 Club Picnic Figueroa 

Aug. 4-10 Sun Valley, ID Landau 

Sept.   TBD Sedona  

Oct.    TBD Napa or Paso Robles  

Nov.   6-8 Laughlin Busick, Eisenberg 

Dec. 5 Holiday Party Savage 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

RANDOM SATURDAY FLY-IN—The random Saturday fly-in to Rosamond on Nov. 8th was lots 

of fun. 7 airplanes and 1 Lexus made the trip out there, and 14 Airventurers enjoyed the good food 

and good company in what was close to a private party.  

SAN DIEGO SAFARI PARK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH (be at Ramona Airport (RNM), 9:45am) 



 

 SAN DIEGO SAFARI PARK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH (be at Ramona Airport (RNM), 9:45am) 

LIKE NO OTHER PLACE ON EARTH!                                                                        
Set foot inside the Safari Park and 

you’ll be transported to one of the 

most exotic places on the planet. Un-

like any other zoo, this amazing safa-

ri adventure park is home to thou-

sands of animals roaming together on the vast open plains of 

Africa and Asia. 

HOSTED BY JIM BARTON & SIDNEY DJANOGLY 

Buy your own ticket when you get there—$41.50 per person 

includes admission to park and a 25-minute cart tour of the 

main viewing area. All other vehicle tours are xtra, ranging 

from $50-$80. Electric Scooters are available ($$), but  

walking is free. 

Send a $15 PER PERSON NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT 

FOR TRANSPORTATION TO AIRVENTURERS  

c/o JUDY RIFKIN 

29630 RIDGEWAY DR, AGOURA HILLS 91301 

 BY SATURDAY JAN. 10TH 

FOR MORE INFO, CALL JIM AT 310-291-7348 

WE CAN DRIVE IF THE 

WEATHER IS BAD 

 

TOUR FROM THE COMFORT OF A SAFARI CART     

($$$ OPTIONAL)  



 

 

TEMECULA 
BLUEGRASS 

FESTIVAL 
SAVE TH

E DATE 

Mar. 21-22 

MOVIE NIGHT—in Joel’s hangar was an unqualified 

success! About 22 people attended and Joel did a  wonderful job 

of narrating each chapter of the film. He also passed out copies 

of the NTSB reports. The airport noise actually added to the 

experience.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS—2015 

Our yearly election was held at the November dinner 

meeting. There being no nominations from the floor, 

officers for 2015 will be: 

President   Mike Savage 

Vice-President   Cliff Busick 

Treasurer   Judy Rifkin 

Secretary   Bernie Harris 

 BE THINKING ABOUT…… 

serving on the board of directors in some capacity in 

2015. It’s a very rewarding experience. Besides the offic-

es of President, V.P.. Secretary and Treasurer, there are 

three spots on the board for  directors, as well as various 

committee chairs. Please contact any board member if 

you’d like to volunteer. You won’t regret it. 



 

 



 

  

ENGINE POWER LOSS DUE TO CARBURETOR ICING – NTSB SAFETY ALERT 

  
Recognizing weather conditions and applying simple procedures can prevent avoidable accidents  

The problem  
• According to NTSB aircraft accident data, from 2000 to 2011, carburetor icing was a cause or factor in about 250 

accidents. On average, carburetor icing causes or contributes to two fatal accidents per year.  

• Accident evidence shows that some pilots:  

Do not recognize weather conditions favorable to carburetor icing and inaccurately believe carburetor 

icing is only a cold- or wet-weather problem.  

Do not use the carburetor heat according the aircraft’s approved procedures to prevent carburetor ice for-

mation.  

Do not recognize and promptly act upon the signs of carburetor icing.  

 

Related accidents  
• A pilot ditched a Varga Aircraft Corporation 2150A airplane into a lake following a loss of engine power. The pi-

lot sustained minor blunt force injuries but then became hypothermic and drowned. The throttle was found full 

open, the mixture control was found full rich, and the carburetor heat was found in the cold position. During a 

postaccident test run of the engine, it started and ran, and no preimpact abnormalities were found. The temperature 

and dew point at the time of the accident were conducive to serious icing at cruise power settings. Therefore, it is 

likely that the pilot did not apply carburetor heat during the approach to the airport, and the airplane experienced a 

loss of engine power due to carburetor ice. (NTSB accident number CEN12FA152)  

 

• A pilot was flying an American Champion 7GCBC airplane in the traffic pattern when the airplane lost engine 

power. During the ensuing attempted forced landing, the pilot failed to maintain a safe flying airspeed, which result-

ed in an inadvertent stall and crash and the pilot dying. Analysis of GPS and engine monitoring system data re-

vealed that, as the airplane was rolling out on the downwind leg, the throttle was reduced, and the airplane then con-

tinued on the downwind leg for at least 14 seconds. As the airplane turned to the base leg, the first attempt to actu-

ate the throttle occurred along with an increase in manifold pressure, which continued to fluctuate as the airplane 

flew straight toward the open field. An examination of the engine and airframe revealed no anomalies that would 

have precluded normal engine operation. A carburetor icing chart showed that the weather conditions were condu-

cive for moderate icing at cruise power or serious icing at descent power. Therefore, data indicate that, as with the 

accident described above, it is likely that the pilot did not apply carburetor heat during the flight, and the airplane 

experienced a loss of engine power due to carburetor ice.  

  

What can pilots do?  

• Check the temperature and dew point for your flight to determine whether the conditions are favorable for carbu-

retor icing. Remember, serious carburetor icing can occur in ambient temperatures as high as 90°F or in relative 

humidity conditions as low as 35 percent at glide power.  

Refer to your approved aircraft flight manual or operating handbook to ensure that you are using carburetor 

heat according to the approved procedures and properly perform the following actions: Check the func-

tionality of the carburetor heat before your flight.  

Use carburetor heat to prevent the formation of carburetor ice when operating in conditions and at power 

settings in which carburetor icing is probable. Remember, ground idling or taxiing time can allow carbu-

retor ice to accumulate before takeoff.  

 Immediately apply carburetor heat at the first sign of carburetor icing, which typically includes a drop in 

rpm or manifold pressure (depending upon how your airplane is equipped). Engine roughness may fol-

low.  

 

• Consider installing a carburetor temperature gauge, if available.  

• Remember that engines that run on automobile gas may be more susceptible to carburetor icing than engines that 

run on Avgas.  



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

December  

6 Holiday Party at the Proud Bird 

27 Board Meeting 

January  

11 Dinner Meeting, Marie Callender’s 

24 Safari Park 

31 Board Meeting 

February  

8 Dinner Meeting 

TBA Gliders, at Crystal Air 

21 Board Meeting 

President Mike Savage presents a certificate of appreciation 

and letter opener to Skychick Ramona Cox at the November 

dinner meeting.  This was the second time Ramona has spo-

ken at a meeting, and her presentation was every bit as enter-

taining as the first time. 

 All those who have been 

on the sick/injured list are 

on the mend: Evan Binn, 

Gunter Seibold, Lisa Le-

gaspi and Jeanne Lane. 

May you all continue to 

improve. 


