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BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Oct. 25th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, Oct. 26th 

Marie Callenders 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$28/person 

Our speakers will be             
Luci Galgano & Judy Phelps  

who flew  the 2014 Air Race 

Classic.  This women’s-only air 

race was originally started by pi-

lots including Amelia Earhart 

back when women pilots were 

banned from competing against 

men.  The race covers 2338 miles 

with 10 stops in 4 days from CA 

to PA. Come and hear all about 

how they did it.  

please RSVP on line at 

 AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS THIS 

CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

Dear Airventurers,  

 

I need cut to the chase and let you know that the board of directors voted 

in favor of raising our annual dues by $5 bringing them to $75 per year.  

This was not something we did lightly for there certainly was lively debate 

on the topic.  You may be wondering why I’m even bringing this up since 

it’s less than a gallon of AvGas.  Some members are asking why we can’t 

live within our means under the old structure.  At the risk of putting some 

of you to sleep, here’s my attempt at explaining why we did what we did. 

Some years ago, the club had a surplus of cash sitting in the bank that 

amounted to about $10 thousand.  Back in those days, when people went 

on fly-ins there generally was no provision to refund any surplus monies 

collected.  So we had a surplus.  At some point, the club decided to bring 

down the surplus by giving some relief to its members (sort of like the 

George Bush refunds we all got in the mail because there was a “surplus” 

at the time).  This amounted to charging less for monthly dinner meetings 

while the club picked up the slack.  Remember Mountain Gate Country 

Club?  What a beautiful venue that was.  But for every dinner served (and 

it was still pretty expensive) the club kicked in $9 to cover the shortfall.  If 

you went to any of those events (Pancho Barnes, Clay Lacy, Flyabout, 

etc.) don’t feel bad, the club meant to give back some of that surplus.  We 

have given money for scholarships, we upgraded our audio visual equip-

ment (now you can hear the speakers clearly) and built an amazing web-

site.  We used to give out substantial gifts at the holiday party and paid a 

lot for real entertainment (I sort of messed that up).  Our surplus today 

stands at approximately $5 thousand.  We believe that is a healthy cushion 

for us to be at barring any unforeseen issues (i.e. the new sound system 

blows up). 

That brings us to our annual budget.  Revenue from dues and application 

fees was $3,600.  Our biggest expenditures are for: the holiday party, 

$1,500; the beach picnic, $800, dinner meeting costs (we comp guest 

speakers and one companion) $500; maintaining the website, $500 (Our 

webmaster Joel Kirschner works with a dedicated programmer to make 

updates); and all other expenses, $500 (roster printing and mailing, speaker 
(Continued on page 4) 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

3/14 Schwarzwalter Kirschner Y     Y                        Y                             Y 

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y                                Y                             Y 

2014 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                25   12 

February                22                                       9 

March                29                                       20  Thurs. 

April                26                                       13 

May                31                                       22  Thurs. 

June                28                                       22 

July                19                                        

August                23 

September                27                                       18  Thurs. 

October                25                                       26 

November                29                                       16 Election                                                      

December                27                                       6 (PARTY) 

2014 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 17-18 Havasu Balloon Festival-           - Rifkin, Cashin 

Feb. 15-16 Body Art Expo, PHX                 - Kirschner 

Mar. 6-9 Whale Watching, Loreto           - Djanogly 

Apr. 19 3rd Annual Poker Run               - Savage 

May  2-4 Palm Springs Follies                   - Busick 

June 14 Sky Diving/Wind Tunnel, Perris - Klenner 

July  4 -6 Prescott AZ  Rodeo                    - Simansky 

Aug. 9 Club Picnic,  Santa Barbara        - Boujo 

Sept.  6 Underground Gardens, Fresno    - Seibold 

Oct.  19 Football in San Diego                 - Hultman 

Nov.  

Dec. 6  Holiday Party 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

ROSTER CHANGES—PLEASE HELP KEEP THE DATA BASE CURRENT BY SENDING ALL 

CHANGES TO JUDYRIFKIN1@CHARTER.NET. THANKS 

Please welcome our newest applicant and add the contact info to your roster: 

 

Furlong, Marc & Joanna, 22103 Blackhawk St., Chatsworth, 91311, marcfurlong@yahoo.com, 818-687-4088 

 

FORESTIERE GARDENS—What a terrific one-

day outing this was! Wally and Gunter met us at KFCH 

(with a terminal building that could have been a movie 

set from the ‘20s) and shuttled us to the garden, where 

we enjoyed wonderful goodies and real coffee in real 

cups before our tour started. And what a unique tour it 

was. Baldassare Forestiere built his underground home 

over a span of 40 years, all by hand, and while he must 

have had a screw loose, one can’t help but admire his 

determination and vision. Although his dream of an un-

derground resort never came to fruition, the fact that he 

even dreamed it is amazing. 

Thank you Wally and Gunter, well done. 



 

 

MORE PIX ON 

OUR WEBSITE 



 

 

 

certificates, board meeting refreshments, lunch for the fly-in planning meeting, and miscellaneous).  This all boils 

down to an expected shortfall of about $200.  Hence, the increase. 

You may ask, what do you get for your $70?  Well, that all depends on how much you participate.  If you bring 

your family to the picnic, go on the fly-ins and come to the holiday party, you get more than someone who doesn’t.  

And don’t forget those free donuts when you come to a board meeting. 

To me, the intangible benefits far outweigh any of the monetary returns.  I get to rub shoulders with people that 

have had great lives and careers.  They always want to help whenever asked.  Having trouble with anything aero-

nautical?  There are centuries of wisdom and experience in our members.  We have dedicated people who take 

their time to plan fun fly-ins to interesting places.  We have resources in our club like Claudio Losacco who will 

teach a pinch hitter course to any spouse free of charge.  Need help with ForeFlight?  We can help there too.  We 

have dinner meetings with amazing speakers at nice places.  We all share the bond of being fliers and You Com-

plete Me! (Tom Cruise as Jerry Maguire – 1996)   

I apologize for the state of the Union message but that’s why I’m happy to pay my dues. 

Fly safe! 

Mike Savage, President 

(Continued from page 1) 

SEPTEMBER DINNER MEETING 

Robert DeLaurentis, our charismatic speaker at the September 

dinner meeting, was entertaining and most interesting. This 

relatively low-time pilot talked about his trip from Nome, 

Alaska to some small town in Siberia, an approximate 3-hour 

flight across the Bering Sea last summer in his single-engine 

Malibu .  He talked about all of the planning that went into the 

trip, all of the little things that went wrong, all of the things 

that might have gone wrong, and all of the problem-solving 

involved (like figuring out how to carry extra fuel because 

there’s no 100ll in Russia).  He was also open about his fear of 

flying over water and doing it anyway and how ecstatic the 

whole process made his “inner child”. Robert has done many 

long solo trips—you can see a PowerPoint presentation of his 

trip from San Diego to Sardinia at http://www.mmopa.com/

gallery/299_Flying%20the%20N%20Atlantic%20&%

20Polar%20Ice%20Cap.pdf.  If you get a chance to hear Rob-

ert speak about one of his adventures, don’t miss it. You won’t 

be sorry. 

http://www.mmopa.com/gallery/299_Flying%20the%20N%20Atlantic%20&%20Polar%20Ice%20Cap.pdf
http://www.mmopa.com/gallery/299_Flying%20the%20N%20Atlantic%20&%20Polar%20Ice%20Cap.pdf
http://www.mmopa.com/gallery/299_Flying%20the%20N%20Atlantic%20&%20Polar%20Ice%20Cap.pdf


 

 



 

 
SAFETY— Altimeter vs. GPS Altitude 

Why are they different, and which should you use?  Your altimeter dis-

plays indicated altitude and  that is what you should always use (for 

traffic separation). Indicated altitude is pressure altitude corrected for 

local atmospheric conditions. The correction is obtained by entering the 

altimeter setting given to you by an air Traffic Controller, a Flight Ser-

vice guy, AWOS or ATIS from a near-by airport. All aircraft in the vi-

cinity should be on the same altimeter setting, so they should all be dis-

playing the same altitude. 

On the other hand, a GPS measures your absolute altitude with infor-

mation gotten from multiple satellites. While more accurate than pres-

sure altitude, it does not provide the same relative separation from other 

aircraft. (Editor’s note: a GPS probably does a better job of keeping you 

away from the rocks, but I sure wouldn’t want to cut it that close.) 

FOR SALE:  1977 Cardinal RG (C-177RG), 3 bladed 

prop, IFR Garmin GPS, alt. hold, lots more.  One owner, 

always hangared at SMO. $85,000. Call Bernie Harris 

(310) 393-7758 for more information.  

FLY-IN CHAIRMAN Claudio Losacco is plan-

ning a short (1—11/2 hour) breakfast or lunch flight 

on a Random Saturday/Sunday in November.  Be 

checking your email for the particulars as the time gets 

closer. 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE HAS PRO-

POSED THE FOLLOWING  SLATE OF OFFICERS  

FOR 2014. NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

FROM THE FLOOR AT THE OCTOBER DINNER 

President Mike Savage 

Vice-President Cliff Busick 

Secretary Bernie Harris 

Treasurer Judy Rifkin 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

October  

19 Football in San Diego 

25 Board Meeting 

26 Dinner Meeting—Marie Callenders 

November  

16 Dinner Meeting, Election 

29 Board Meeting 

December  

6 Holiday Party at the Proud Bird 

27 Board Meeting 

 

BE THINKING ABOUT….. 

 

the holiday party, which once again will be at the Proud Bird at 

LAX on Saturday, December 6th , and if it’s anything like last 

year’s party, it will be a ton of fun.  Can’t wait to see what Mike 

Savage has cooked up for us! 

Watch for your invitation and please RSVP promptly. 

ALSO BE THINKING ABOUT…… 

serving on the board of directors in some capacity in 

2015. It’s a very rewarding experience. Besides the Pres-

ident, V.P.. Secretary and Treasurer, there are three spots 

on the board for  directors, as well as various committee 

chairs. The present BOD will present a slate in October 

(elections are in November).  Please contact any board 

member if you’d like to volunteer. You won’t regret it. 

Fred Stewart got his 

medical back! Gunter & 

Evan are in P.T. and re-

covering nicely. 


