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BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Sept. 27th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

 

 

DINNER MEETING 

Thursday, Sept. 18th 

Billingsley’s 

11326 Pico Blvd. 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$28/person 

 

Our speaker will be 

ROBERT DELAURENTIS 

ON FLYING   

SIBERIA FROM ALASKA 

 

please RSVP on line at 

 AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS THIS 

CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO JUST 

COME FOR THE PROGRAM  

 

 

Dear Airventurers,  
 

Hope you had a wonderful summer.  It’s just about time to turn the fur-
nace down outside, don’t you think?  What better way to cool down 
than with a nice relaxing tour through the underground gardens in Fres-
no next weekend.  Hopefully, we’ll see you there. 
 

My ride-along program for aviation newbies is going along nicely.  I 
have over a dozen flights now.  The last one was really gratifying.  A 
friend from my job that I work out with brought his two sons.  They 
loved it!  The boys are 8 and 10 and video-taped everything until they 
ran out of disc space.  The “oohs!” and “aahs!” as we went over Univer-

sal Studios and made a low pass 
down the runway at Santa Monica (I 
didn’t get a bill in the mail) just tick-
led my heart.  And for those boys to 
know that their DAD was flying the 
plane boosted his stature in their 
eyes another six inches!  Will they 
be pilots?  Probably not, but it was 
worth it to give them that experi-
ence that they  will be telling their 
friends at school about.  Send me 
your stories like this and I’ll be hap-
py to pass them along. 
 

I’m glad I live in a country where I have the freedom to fly.  For all the 
problems that we seem to be having, it’s still the best place on Earth.  If 
you want to stay connected to the big picture about what’s going on  in 
aviation, try to make it to Chino on Saturday, September 20th.  AOPA is 
bringing their traveling roadshow to us locally with lots of great semi-
nars, food and speakers.  I’m volunteering to help out so you might see 
me parking planes as a valet. 
 

2015 fly-ins are forming up nicely.  Please plan to participate or lead a 
fly-in to a place you think we might all like to go. 
 

Stay safe and have a wonderful September! 
 

Mike Savage, President 
 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

3/14 Schwarzwalter Kirschner Y     Y                        Y                             Y 

6/14 Furlong Klenner Y                                Y                             Y 

2014 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                25   12 

February                22                                       9 

March                29                                       20  Thurs. 

April                26                                       13 

May                31                                       22  Thurs. 

June                28                                       22 

July                19                                        

August                23 

September                27                                       18  Thurs. 

October                25                                       26 

November                29                                       16 Election                                                      

December                27                                       6 (PARTY) 

2014 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 17-18 Havasu Balloon Festival-           - Rifkin, Cashin 

Feb. 15-16 Body Art Expo, PHX                 - Kirschner 

Mar. 6-9 Whale Watching, Loreto           - Djanogly 

Apr. 19 3rd Annual Poker Run               - Savage 

May  2-4 Palm Springs Follies                   - Busick 

June 14 Sky Diving/Wind Tunnel, Perris - Klenner 

July  4 -6 Prescott AZ  Rodeo                    - Simansky 

Aug. 9 Club Picnic,  Santa Barbara        - Boujo 

Sept.  6 Underground Gardens, Fresno    - Seibold 

Oct.  19 Football in San Diego                 - Hultman 

Nov.  

Dec. 6  Holiday Party 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

ROSTER CHANGES—PLEASE HELP KEEP THE DATA BASE CURRENT BY SENDING ALL 

CHANGES TO JUDYRIFKIN1@CHARTER.NET. THANKS 

Please welcome our newest applicant and add the contact info to your roster: 

 

Furlong, Marc & Joanna, 22103 Blackhawk St., Chatsworth, 91311, marcfurlong@yahoo.com, 818-687-4088 

 

PICNIC 2014—Our annual picnic, admirably hosted 

by Yoni Boujo and co-hosted by Fabricio Figueroa was 

fabulous. About 80 Airventurers, guests and four-legged 

friends gorged themselves, played games, and some 

even went in the water.  Tony Samojen and Jay Hultman 

dethroned the reigning egg-toss champions, Christie 

Stewart won a gold medal for her wonderful desserts, 

and Dave Timms’ friend Margaret and Judy Rifkin won 

for bocce ball.  

Organizing the picnic, shopping, cooking and clean-up is 

a huge job—thank you Yoni & Fabricio for a job well 

done, and thank you to all who helped. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 EXCERPTED FROM AIR FACTS: the emergency procedure nobody practices – and why we all should. 

 
Turbine-powered airplanes don’t crash very often these days, so when they do we should all take notice. Up-

on reviewing such accidents from the past few years, it’s clear there is a disturbing trend in modern cockpits: pilots 

struggle to control the airplane after the autopilot suddenly quits flying.  

Air France 447 is probably the best-known accident, since it garnered non-stop news coverage and the airplane was-

n’t found for almost two years after it went down in the Atlantic Ocean. While the accident was complicated, the 

short version is that the autopilot kicked off (at night, in IMC, over the ocean) and the pilots proceeded to stall the 

airplane and fly it stalled all the way to the ocean. There is plenty of blame to go around, from system design to crew 

training, but the important lesson is that the pilots were not in the loop. When suddenly forced to fly the airplane, 

they did not have the situational awareness or the training to handle it. 

Another accident involved a Pilatus PC-12 in Florida. The final report is not complete yet, so all the details aren’t 

known, but it’s clear that the pilot lost control of the airplane in IMC and it crashed nearly straight down. The ques-

tion is why. One plausible theory is similar to the Air France accident: the airplane, at near gross weight after making 

a fuel stop, was climbing through 25,000 ft. in the clouds when the autopilot disconnected due to turbulence. The Pi-

latus has a stick shaker that will disconnect the autopilot at high angles of attack, and the slow speed required to 

climb at FL250 plus the convective weather in the area could have caused exactly that. This is not unique to the PC-

12 – most autopilots will disconnect if the turbulence gets bad enough. 

If he did lose the autopilot, the single pilot, who was relatively new to the airplane, may have simply lost control in 

the clouds, and one does not have long to get the airplane under control. 

None of this is to suggest that autopilots are dangerous or that they should be avoided. Modern autopilots are nothing 

short of amazing, and they increase safety. For example, single pilot IFR is certainly possible without an autopilot, 

but the safety margins are thinner. If you have an autopilot, you should use it. If you don’t have an autopilot, you 

should add one. 

But even the most ardent autopilot supporter has to admit they have limitations. And in some critical situations, like 

the accidents described above, autopilots essentially throw up their hands and say to the pilots, “your airplane!” There 

is no warning that the autopilot may be about to shut off and no in-between state: it’s there one second and gone the 

next. 

One response to this could be to design autopilots that react better, and some pilots have advocated this approach. 

Theoretically, autopilots could have some type of fall back mode, where they don’t disconnect completely, but revert 

to basic attitude hold. Better annunciators are another option, where the autopilot explains why it disconnected and 

whether it can be turned on again. 

Some of this may be possible, but a far more practical (and more affordable) option is for pilots to regularly practice 

this failure scenario. Call it unusual attitudes for modern airplanes – we need to experience what it’s like to be unex-

pectedly thrust on stage.  We all practice emergency scenarios that are exceedingly unlikely to happen, like engine 

failures, and yet we ignore a scenario that has proven to be both possible and fatal. 

The best way to practice autopilot unusual attitudes is to go up with an instructor or safety pilot and fly like you 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

September  

6 Underground Gardens, Fresno 

18 Dinner Meeting—Billingsleys 

27 Board Meeting 

October  

19 Football in San Diego 

25 Board Meeting 

26 Dinner Meeting—Marie Callenders 

November  

16 Dinner Meeting, Election 

TBA Fly-In 

29 Board Meeting 

Congratulations to Fred Stewart on getting his 

medical back.  

Airventurers wish a speedy recovery to 

Evan Binn after his back surgery. 

would on a real trip. Put on the hood and engage the autopilot, then have your co-pilot randomly disconnect the autopi-

lot, both straight and level and in turns. Be realistic – if you spend a lot of time with your head down, looking at your 

iPad, practice recovering from this position. Staying in the loop is a critical part of the exercise, since many of us may 

relax in cruise flight and may not be spring-loaded to fly. 

In particular, it’s the transition that counts. Many instrument pilots feel a little uneasy when they first transition from 

VMC to IMC, especially if they haven’t flown in a while. The same is true with autopilots: the key is those first few 

seconds after you lose the autopilot. It’s basic attitude flying, and the focus should be on flying the airplane and noth-

ing else. Also consider that the autopilot may have disconnected due to an AHRS or air data issue (as in the case of Air 

France), so it’s a time to rely on your profiles. What power setting and what pitch attitude lead to straight and lev-

el? You should know that cold. 

Curmudgeons may scoff at this as another sign that modern avionics have made us all bad pilots – that’s an overreac-

tion. Even the best new technologies still have quirks to learn and new procedures to practice. Nobody argues that ce-

lestial navigation is better than GPS simply because a GPS receiver can fail and stars don’t. The tradeoffs are worth it. 

Practicing autopilot failures is just part of being a safe, modern pilot who embraces all the tools available. Don’t just 

read about it in the manual – get out there and fly it! 

BE THINKING ABOUT…… 

serving on the board of directors in some capacity in 2015. 

It’s a very rewarding experience. Besides the President, V.P.. 

Secretary and Treasurer, there are three spots on the board 

for  directors, as well as various committee chairs. The pre-

sent BOD will present a slate in October (elections are in No-

vember).  Please contact any board member if you’d like to 

volunteer. You won’t regret it. 

ALSO BE THINKING ABOUT….. 

 

the holiday party, which once again will be at the 

Proud Bird at LAX on Saturday, December 6th , and 

if it’s anything like last year’s party, it will be a ton of 

fun.  Can’t wait to see what Mike Savage has cooked 

up for us! 


