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BOARD MEETING 

Saturday Apr. 26th  

Everyone’s Welcome 

(and we have donuts!) 

 

 To reach the editor: 

judyrifkin1@charter.net 

we’d like to hear what you have to say 

DINNER MEETING 

Sunday, April 13th 

Marie Callender’s 

14743 Ventura Blvd. 

Sherman Oaks 

Cocktails at 6:00 Dinner at 7:00 

$28/person 

Our speaker will be 

Anthony Schlotthauer, 

Public Affairs Officer of the 

C.A.P. Squadron in Camarillo 

Major Schlotthauer volunteers 

with the Young Eagles and also 

does Animal Rescue Flights 

(ARF) 

please RSVP on line at 

 AIRVENTURERS.ORG  

or to Marv Rifkin at 

mrifkin397@aol.com 

 

YOU DON’T  WANT TO MISS THIS 

CARPOOL IF YOU CAN 

IF YOU CAN’T JOIN US FOR      

DINNER, FEEL FREE TO JUST 

COME FOR THE PROGRAM  

 

 

 

Why do you have an airplane?  Be creative and share it! 

Dear Airventurers,  

If you had a real Picasso painting (that you didn’t steal) but never showed it 

to anyone because you were worried that someone might touch or blemish it, 

what satisfaction would you get from it? (Now you investment-minded mem-

bers, stay out of this until I make my point!) 

When’s the last time you invited a neighbor to go up flying with you to see 

the Hollywood sign or take pictures of his house?  How about a Dad and his 

son from the scout troop?  Have you ever gone over to the public viewing 

area at Van Nuys airport and asked a total stranger if they’d like to go up 

with you and do some touch and goes?  Ever given a handicapped kid and his 

mom a ride during Fly-Days?  Your wife has some friends that have never 

flown to Catalina and you volunteer. Going on a Fly-in?  Don’t go alone.   

Well, you do own a Picasso that’s locked in your hangar.  To really enjoy 

your Picasso, you need to share it just like J.B. Nethercutt did with his amaz-

ing collection of cars and collectibles. 

Make a list of people that would benefit from seeing the world in a whole 

new way.  For almost everyone, the miracle of flying is still an awesome feat 

that defies imagination.  When the kid down the street realizes that his older 

neighbor is a pilot and has a plane and gives rides, he will see you in a whole 

new light. 

I know many of you are already on board with this.  But for those who are 

reluctant to share your Picasso, I would challenge you to reach out and try it.  

When I do it, I make sure I get an e-mail address from my new friend and I 

add them to my aviation contact list.  I now have 158 contacts and the list is 

still growing.   Have fun with that airplane of yours and make sure you invite 

lots of others to the party. 

I’ll see you at the Poker Run! 

Mike Savage 

 



 

  AIRVENTURERS APPLICANT CHECKLIST 
DATE APPLICANT 

 

SPONSOR FEE DINNER MEETING         

co-host                 add’l 

FLY-IN                                          

co-host               add’l                                                

4/12 Tabor McMullen Y     Y                       Y                            Y   

3/13 Figueroa Harris Y     Y                       Y                            Y 

7/13 Franco Kirschner Y     Y                       Y  

11/13 Klenner Kirschner Y                               Y Hosting Perris     Y 

12/13 Morris Kirschner Y                               Y Poker Run           Y        

3/14 Schwarzwalter Kirschner Y                               Y  

2014 Meetings (not carved in stone) 

 Board Meetings Dinner Meetings  

January                25   12 

February                22                                       9 

March                29                                       20  Thurs. 

April                26                                       13 

May                31                                       22  Thurs. 

June                28                                       22 

July                26 

August                23 

September                27                                       18  Thurs. 

October                25                                       19 

November                29                                       16 

December                27                                       6 (PARTY) 

2014 Fly-Ins (check the web for changes) 

Jan. 17-18 Havasu Balloon Festival-           - Rifkin, Cashin 

Feb. 15-16 Body Art Expo, PHX                 - Kirschner 

Mar. 6-9 Whale Watching, Loreto           - Djanogly 

Apr. 19 3rd Annual Poker Run               - Savage 

May  2-4 Palm Springs Follies                   - Busick 

June 14 Sky Diving/Wind Tunnel, Perris - Klenner 

July  4 -6 Prescott AZ  Rodeo                    - Simansky 

Aug. 9 Club Picnic,  Santa Barbara        - Boujo 

Sept.  6 Underground Gardens, Fresno    - Seibold 

Oct.   

Nov 8-9 Football ???                                 - Hultman 

Dec. 6  Holiday Party 

Ideas/Suggestions ??Volunteers??? 

WHALES!  Just a word, until you’ve smelled, touched, and interacted with them.  To call it an exhilarating experi-

ence is a complete understatement. 

Tony and Elena Samojen, Don and Pat Eisenberg, Gunter and Wally Seibold, Jeff Gerber, Claudio Losacco and Joel 

Kirschner all took a chance and flew the 3.5 hours to Loreto, Baja, Mexico.  Once we arrived, it was quite clear that 

there were no dangers, no banditos, no bribe-seeking hands…nothing even close.  The officials at Loreto and every-

where else could not have been more friendly or more helpful. 

The hotel, La Mision, was beautiful.  Right on the water, we were impressed by the amazing service and the best (and 

cheapest) strawberry margueritas  ever!  Three of us drank for three days, ate tasty snacks and, at the end of our stay, 

were given a bill for a grand total of $119.  Breakfast was included with the package set up by the Baja Bush Pilots 

and, just to give you an idea of the level of service, the chef prepared omelets specifically to order along with amaz-

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

ingly simple but the most delicious homemade tortillas.   

The weather there and back as well as from Loreto to the 

dirt strip on the Pacific side of Baja was perfect.  There 

were 62 airplanes on this trip and 120 plus people, and 

I’ve never seen a more cordial, friendly, enthusiastic, and 

fun-loving group of folks.  They split us up into two 

groups, one going to the lagoon on Friday and the other 

on Saturday. Everyone from our group, scheduled to go 

on Saturday, were thrilled by the awe on the faces of 

those that went on Friday, who couldn’t wait to share 

their experiences and joy after watching a whale ap-

proach their boat, only to roll over for some pats under 

the chin! 

Sorry, but words can’t tell the story.  This trip was so 

outstanding that I’m seriously considering doing it again 

next year.  Don’t let a once-in-a-lifetime experience pass 

through your fingers again.  Come along!  I promise it 

will be one of the most memorable adventures in your 

aviation career! 

        Joel Kirschner 

(Continued from page 2) 



 

 

THE PALM SPRINGS FOLLIES IS SOLD 

OUT! THERE ARE NO MORE TICKETS 

AVAILABLE..  

BUT… 

CLIFF IS KEEPING A STAND-BY LIST, 

SO CONTACT HIM IF YOU WANT TO 

GET ON IT. 

661-259-5703 



 

  

REPRINTED FROM AOPA ON-LINE 
 

A friend lamented on Facebook that the NDB procedure 

at the airport where he learned to fly is no longer availa-

ble. He added  “For some reason it makes me a little 

sad.” I’m guessing his sadness had more to do with his 

feelings about learning to fly at that airport, than it did 

about flying an NDB approach. Or perhaps he was remi-

niscing about the pride he felt in mastering the NDB ap-

proach. 

 

I used to enjoy the intellectual challenge of flying an 

NDB approach and the even greater challenge of teach-

ing others to master it. But no more. There are no NDB 

approaches left in the S.F. Bay area where I teach and I 

say “good riddance.” 

 

The approaches were inaccurate and difficult to fly and former Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown was killed 

when U.S. Air Force pilots failed to correctly fly a rare “dual NDB” approach. I’m much prefer to see pilots ex-

pend their intellectual horsepower on mastering flying IFR approaches with modern GPS receivers, which can be 

more work than learning NDB approaches, and staying up to date on rule changes. 

 

One rule change that frequently causes confusion among pilots and controllers alike relates to the third way to fly 

an instrument approach. All instrument pilots know you can fly an approach with vectors or use pilot navigation 

to start at an IAF (initial approach fix). However there’s a third way that’s been around since 2006, but word 

about it has been slow to get out to pilots and even to a few controllers. 

 

Pilots can now start an instrument approach, with some restrictions, by flying directly to the IF (intermediate fix). 

Just to remind those who may have forgotten, the initial segment of a typical instrument approach procedure starts 

at an IAF and ends at the IF. So typically the IF is the next fix after the IAF as you fly toward the airport. 

You might be wondering, “What’s the big deal, why would I want to skip the IAF.” For many approaches it won’t 

matter, especially if the IAF is along your direction of travel toward the airport. But for some approaches it can 

save a few clicks on the Hobbs meter. For example, at my home airport of Palo Alto, Calif., the GPS 31 approach 

has two IAFs, but both are in the boonies and most pilots start the approach at DOCAL, the IF. 

 

You’ll find the details about starting an approach at an IF in section 5-4-7(i) of the Aeronautical Information Man-

ual (AIM), where it first appeared in 2006 (yes eight years ago!). However, you won’t read about it in the 

FAA’s Instrument Flying Handbook or even in the FAA Instrument Procedures Handbook, both of which are ex-

cellent publications. 

 

The rule applies to all approach types, not just RNAV (GPS) approaches. Here’s the current text from the AIM: 

ATC may clear aircraft that have filed an Advanced RNAV equipment suffix to the intermediate fix when clearing 

aircraft for an instrument approach procedure. ATC will take the following actions when clearing Advanced 

(Continued on page 9) 
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RNAV aircraft to the intermediate fix: 

 

1. Provide radar monitoring to the intermediate fix. 

2. Advise the pilot to expect clearance direct to the intermediate fix at least 5 miles from the fix. 

NOTE - This is to allow the pilot to program the RNAV equipment to allow the aircraft to fly to the intermediate fix 

when cleared by ATC. 

3. Assign an altitude to maintain until the intermediate fix. 

4. Ensure the aircraft is on a course that will intercept the intermediate segment at an angle not greater than 90 de-

grees and is at an altitude that will permit normal descent from the intermediate fix to the final approach fix. 

 

Here’s what it means to a typical GA pilot: 

1) You need to be GPS equipped (which is the only practical way for most GA aircraft to be RNAV equipped). This 

let’s you find your way independently to the IF. 

2) The controller might advise you that you’ll be starting the approach at the IF, but more typically, you’ll have al-

ready requested that of the controller. 

3) You’ll be assigned an altitude to maintain until reaching the IF. Most likely you won’t be on a published segment 

of the approach until the IF, so you need to be assigned a safe altitude. 

4) The controller cannot clear you directly to the IF until you’re in a position from which you can make a turn of less 

than 90 degrees to join the approach at the IF. 

 

It’s the last part, making a turn of less than 90 degrees, where pilot and controller sometimes get confused. The idea 

is that the turn at the IF needs to be an easy one, much like turning left or right at the intersection of two streets. It 

can’t be a hairpin turn or resemble something like a U-Turn. 

 

Think of it this way. If you were to draw a line on your chart at the IF that’s perpendicular to the intermediate seg-

ment, on one side of the line, the side farthest from the airport, you are allowed to fly directly to the IF, since the turn 

inbound is less than 90 degrees. If you’re on the other side of the line, the side closer to the airport, you can’t be 

cleared to the IF until after you’ve been vectored across the perpendicular line. 

 

                  Claudio Losacco, Safety Officer 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 



 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN… 

April  

13 Dinner Meeting 

19 3rd Annual Poker Run 

26 Board Meeting 

May  

2 Palm Springs Follies 

22 Dinner Meeting (Thursday) 

31 Board Meeting 

June  

14 Perris Valley 

22 Dinner Meeting 

28 Board Meeting 

MARCH DINNER 

MEETING 

In spite of horrendous traf-

fic on the freeways, PCH 

and surface streets, the din-

ner meeting was well-

attended and a huge suc-

cess, due to the presentation  

by Pilot Getaways editor 

John Kounis. His pictorial 

tour covered flying the 

Western U.S. to some paved 

and controlled airports, but 

mostly to small, remote 

grass strips in the middle of 

nowhere. The photography 

was amazing, and if I was 

into camping and fishing 

and not scared to death by 

some of those approaches, 

I’d be first in line! 

In the absence of President 

Mike Savage, V-P Cliff 

Busick ran the meeting and 

did an excellent job. 

Some of you long-time members of 

Airventurers will remember Ron & Joan 

Leff. Ron passed away a few years ago, and 

Joan joined him in March. She was as 

beautiful as ever! 


